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Israel demolishes Arab structures 

JERICHO (R) — Israeli authorities on Monday 
demolished five Palestinian structures in the West 
Bank which they said were built without permits 
‘These structures were built illegally. AU the demoli- 
tions followed legal procedures ” said Peter Lerner 
spokesman for Israel's military-run Civil Administra- 
tion in the occupied West Bank. The structures, all in 
fee Jordan Valley, included a house north of the town 
of Jericho. Its owner, Imad Ibrahim Saifaan, said it 
was the third time the house had been demolished by 
Israel. Lerner said it was only the second time it had 
been tom down. “I wifi rebuild and I will stay on this 
land,” Sarfaan said outside the nrintpf his home. A 
cattle pen owned by Saihan’s father and^hree shacks 
Used by fanners were also demolished, witnesses said. 
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Iraq's infant mortality increases 16-fold 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq’s infant mortality rate has 
increased nearly 16-fold because of the eight-year 
embargo imposed on Baghdad, a report published by 
the health ministry on Monday said. In July, 6,495 
children under the age of five died, compared to 387 
in July 1989, one year before sanctions were imposed, 
the report said quoted by the official INA news 
agency. Mortality rates for adults older than 50 have 
increased five-fold, with 2,230 people dying in July 
this year compared to 430 in July 1989, the report 
said. The ministry said the higher number of deaths 
was due to a "lack of necessary medicines because of 
the embargo,” imposed in August 1990. 


Volume 23 Number 6925 


AMMAN TUESDAY, AUGUST 25, 1998, JUMADA I 3, 1419 


Price: Jordan 200 fils 


U.S. opposes U.N. probe in Sudan 

Bashir says he received U.S. invitation to cooperate 


- - ---- --Agencies- - 

WASHINGTON ON Monday 
expressed opposition to a 
-Sudanese request for a UN. 
investigation 10 verify that a fao- 
axy destroyed by US. missiles 
produced chemical arms. 

us. rharg ft d'affaires to the 
United Nations Peter Buries gb 
was asked by AFP for his reac- 
tion to the Sudanese proposal for 
a UN. fact-finding mission, 
ahead cf a UK Security Coun- 
- fjj meeting that k ft w tn riifirag$ 
tbe issue. 

■WD have to discuss it in die 
couoriL But we don't see any 
point to it,” Burleigh replied, 
Washington has veto power in 
the 15-member council as one of 
the five permanent members — 
winch . are Britain, China, 
Frame, Russia and the United 


But Chinese deputy penna- 
neef representative Shea Guo- 
feng told rep orter s: “Wj under- 
stand their [Sudan's] position 
We hope that tbe United Stales 
will give some strong evidence 
to prove fiat tins factory is pro- 
ducing Some pasooous gas.” 

A Un official rated out any 
presentatiOD cf evidence during 
the cqmcal’s dosed-door meet- 
ing on Monday. The Al-Shifa 
fec^onibeattskiits ofKhar- 
rotmwMbanqiesdy destroyed 
in Ttiapda^; attack by cruise 
missfles fedhy U.S. warships 
inti* Red SdT: 

Qqe. wad^^fas killed and 
; to plait 



I in US. President 
ffiff CEnton’s administration 
-have: repeated that they had 
-proof the plant was making a 
precursor to lethal VX nerve gas 
bat have declined to identify it 
on the record Sudanese govem- 
iwn officials and AlShifaewo- 
atives have vehemently rejected 
tie US. charges, and say the 
plant was only producing phar- 
maceoticals fir humans and ani- 
mals. 

Tbe Sudanese government on 
Monday announced the recall of 
its ambassador from London 
and demanded that London 
order its ambassador to leave 
Khartoum, tbe British Foreign 
Office said. 

The decision was made fol- 
lowing British support for the 
American tnflilaiy operation. 

A Russian diplomat said that 


Moscow bad “00 definite posi- 
tion yet” on the Sudanese 
request 

Neo-permanent member 
Sweden also had no final posi- 
. tkffl. But Swedish diplo mats 
noted that technical experts, and 
not diplomats, would have to be 
. invoked. 

Khartoum is also seeking 
ampensation from Washington 
'fix 1 foe attack winch caused an 
estimated $100 millio n worth of 
damage, and a condemnation by 
tbe council of the US. action. 

Meanwhile, Sudanese Presi- 
dent Omar Hassan A1 B ashir 
said Monday that the United 
States has asked to open security 
cooperation with Sudan and 
assured it last week’s attack on a 
Khartoum factory was aimed at 
terrorism, not at the Sudanese 
government 

He made tbe comments in his 
first news conference since 
Thursdays strike on the factory 
saying foe US. gov ernm ent had 
communicated with Sudan 
through a third party, which he 
would not name, to say that his 
country was “not targeted in the 
antarir. birr tennriqm " 

They also said that they want- 
ed cooperation between foe 
Sudanese and the American 
security ap pa ren t*, rayf this hap- 
pens for foe first time although 
they have refused a similar 
request we made in foe pst,” 
Bashir said. 

US. officials have not said 
anything pubficly about renew- 
ing cooperation with Sudan,- 
which it accuses of being a ter- 
rorist sponsoring state. American 
officials have not made dear if 
they are arousing Sudan of being 
finked to tbe targeted factory. 

Bashir sad that Ben l^den 
“has no shares at all in the facto- 
ry,” adding Ben laden left 
Sudan before the factory was 
opened in 1996. Ben Laden 
lived in Sudan in the eady 1990s 
but was forced out under West- 
ern pressure in 1995. 

Ifc added that the Americans 
based foe attack on wrong infor- 
mation supplied by dissidents 
who have opposed his Islamist 
rule once he came to power in a 
coup in 19®. 

Tbe American agencies have 
counted on erroneous informa- 
tion from sane groups- in 
return for giving them money,” 
he said, calling the opposition 
groups “traitors and 



A Sudanese woman prepares nuts to sell during a protest by other women against the 
U.S in a public square in Khartoum on Monday (Reuters photo) 

Arab League condemns U.S. raid 


CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League on Monday 
co ndemned foe U.S. raid on a pharmaceutical 
factory in Khartoum and called 00 foe United 
States to respect international law and refrain 
from such actions. 

A resolution passed unanimously by the 22 
members of foe Cano-based Arab League at an 
emergency session here "condemned foe Ameri- 
can bombardment of tbe A1 Shifa pharmaceutical 
factory as an aggression against Sudan.” 

Tbe organisation also called' on foe United * 
States to “respect international law and refrain 
from such actions [which] provoke indignation 
and encourage a spiral of violence.” 

Monday’s session was called by Sudan, which 
currently holds foe rotating presidency of the 
Arab League, to discuss the U.S. bombing of foe 
pharmaceutical factory which Washington 
alleges was producing ingredients fa VX nerve 
gas. 

Ahead of the meeting, Iraq’s representative, 
Nabil Negm, said Baghdad would “call-for a unit- 
ed Arab stand against foe barbaric American 
aggression, which is part of its policy compro- 
mising security in foe Arab World.” 

The A1 Shifa factory on the outskirts of Khar- 
toum was completely destroyed on Thursday by 
cruise missiles fired by U.S. warships in foe Red 


Sea. One wotker was killed and seven injured 
according to plant officials. 

U.S. President Bill Gin ton's national security 
advisor, Sandy Berger, said Sunday that foe fac- 
tory, “was used to create a chemical that was used 
in foe manufac ture of VX nerve gas and has no 
other commercial distribution." 

Sudanese government officials and Al Shifa 
executives vehemently rejected tbe U.S. allega- 
tions and many Muslim nations have expressed 
oute^ aTuur aiiack oa Sudan. • 

Tbe missiles launched Thursday also targeted 
sites in Af ghan istan linke d to Osama Ben Taden, 
a Saudi extremist who Washington says master- 
minded foe terror bombings at U.S. embassies in 
east Africa two weeks ago which left more than 
250 people dead, including a dozen Americans. 

Clinton has sought to mollify Muslims and Bill 
Richardson, foe U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations, said Sunday that Washington had in fact 
woo widespread support among Islamic states. 

“We have wot a lot of support, especially in the 
Islamic Wodd,” Richardson said. 

Richardson said the United Staaes is opposed to 
Monday's UX Security Council meeting to dis- 
cuss a Sudanese protest at the missile strikes, but 
stands “ready to debate those [issues] with any- 
body.” 


working agajflgt their bane- 
land.” He also said foe attack 
was carried cm "to cover up fa 
the Monica scandal.” a reference 
to Clinton's affair with former 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky. 


Despite his criticism, of the 
Grrtfnp ariipjniMi minn. Rirehtr 

insisted private US. enterprises 
were not threatened in his coun- 
uy. 

“We have no animosity 
towards foe American people 


and non-government agencies,” 
he said. “Our measures are 
aimed at tbe American govern- 
ment and not the people.” He 
declined to elaborate on what 
measures be might take against 
the government. 


Israel softens position on withdrawal 


TEL AVTV (AP) — La a sign of behind- 
the-scenes progress, Israel has softened 
its position on a key precondition fa 
withdrawing from more land in foe West 

Bank, an official said Monday. 

- The repot of Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu's new flexibility 
on procedure comes as US. envoy Den- 
nis Ross is exploring the possibility of a 
new round of mediation to wrap up the 
long-stalled withdrawal agreement: 

Hardliners in Netanyahu’s coalition, 
meanwhile, renewed threats to topple 
government if he acceded to a US. 
proposal to band over an additional 13 
per cent of foe West Bank to Palestinian 
controL 

According to an Israeli official who 
spoke on condition of anonymity, Israel 
fold US. negotiators that it would now 
agree to start the withdrawal process 
without a new meeting of foe 545-mem- 
ber Palestine Natxroal Council (PNC). 

Netanyahu has demanded tbe PNC be 
reconvened to remove ambiguity about 
whether it had cancelled clauses in the 
PLO founding charter which call fix' 
I^Fs destruction. 

Pales tinians have maintained the PNC 
already took action to revoke foe charta: 

the official said Israel was now win- 
ing to accept a statement from the 18- 
foemhffFlbExeaitiveCrajimiti^ 
cocKfifku fa starting (he withdrawal as 
long as a dale fa reconvening foe PNC 
Would fall within the fbur-moofo period 
of phased pullbacks. 

Netanyahu’s office issued a statonent 
denying an Israeli newspaper report foal 
foe printe minister had reversed bis stand 

on foe PLO charter: 

It said that Netanyahu spoke to U.S. 
President Bill Qintoa about foe issue 


Arafat: Israeli pullout offer ‘a beginning’ 


OSLO (R) — Palestinian President Yasser Arafat said on Mon- 
day chat Israeli troop withdrawal proposals could be “a begin- 
ning” towards resuscitating the deadlocked five-year-old peace 
process. 

But Arafat attending a commemoration of foe fifth anniver- 
sary of -foe Oslo peace accords, also accused Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benyamin Netanyahu of policies in foe past two years that 
had fostered “despair, hate and violence.” 

Arafat said Israeli proposals on troop withdrawals from the 
West Bank in return fa Palestinian moves against anti-Israel 
guerrillas wodd be acceptable if they had full access to all des- 
ignated area, something Israel opposes. 

He declined to cafl the proposals a breakthrough, idling a news 
conference in foe Nobel Institute in Oslo: “It’s a beginning.” 

The Israeli offers are part of a US. proposal for Israel to pull 
hark frnm a farther 13 percent of the West Bank. An agreement 
would pave foe way fa talks on foe ultimate status of Palestin- - 
ian self-rule areas. 

Arafat said Israel was "continuing its policy of non-compli- 


ance” of foe Oslo accords undo- Netanyahu, who did not attend 
foe commemoration in Oslo. 

Among other speakers were former Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who shared the 1994 Peace Prize with Arafat and 
slam Israeli ftime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, U.S. mediator Den- 
nis Ross and Norwegian mediators. 

The historic peace accords were initialled in Oslo on Aug. 20. 
1993 after 14 secret rounds of talks brokered by a tiny group of 
Norwegians. 

Ross said some progress had been made to revive foe talks 
after 18 months of deadlock. 

"We won’t have a breakthrough until we have an agreement 

Tbere ate differences, even though they are narrower than they 
were some weeks ago. We hope we can find a way to overcome 
those differences,” he said. 

Arafat urged the United States to reaffirm its initiative far 
Israeli withdrawals, which foe Palestinians have agreed to, and 
“to name the parry responsible for the current stalemate.” 


Friday and said that amending foe char- 
ter “is a basic condition of tbe agreement 
with foe Palestinians.” In the Norwegian 
capital of Oslo, Ross was expected to 
meet with Palestinian National Authori- 
ty President Yasser Arafat and 
Netanyahu’s advisers. Afterwards, U.S. 
officials are expected to weigh foe feasi- 
bility of a new Mideast shuttle mission. 

“We’ve had a stalemate fora very long 
rimfl , and it's very important that we 
overcome that stalemate,” Ross said in 
an interview with the Norwegian state 
broadcast network NRK. 

Palestinian officials said a new, 
exploratory channel had been opened 
between Netanyahu confidant Yitzhak 
Mcdcbo, and AtanadQoureia, foe speak- 
er of foe jfakstiiiiOT Legislative 
They also said Israel was backing away 


from previous positions. 

‘Tbe Israelis called us and said we 
have something new we want to show 
you. They said, “we have abandoned our 
demand for the convening of the PNC’ 
and said that they are willing to with- 
draw from 13 per cent...,” said Nabil 
Shaath, a minister in Arafat’s cabinet and 
a top negotiaia. 

That would not resolve all foe issues, 
however. Palestinian officials said they 
were not ready to accept Israeli condi- 
tions on foe use of three percent of foe 
land targeted fin- 'foe next withdrawal 
They also said Arafat would Dot drop his 
insistence on a funher pullback beyond 
foe 13 per cent. 

Palestinians also refuse to give up 
demands fa further prisoner releases. 

David t Bar-Illan, a top aide to 


Netanyahu, said Israel was awaiting a 
detailed plan from the Palestinians on 
how they were going to crack down on 
militants and prevent terrorism. 

“At this point, they haven’t presented a 
plan of action, and they are resisting 
doing so,” Bar-Illan told the Associated 
Press. 

Netanyahu said in an interview with 
Fox News television foar the process had 
reached a “critical stage.” A group of 11 
hard liners in Netanyahu's coalition, 
meanwhile, called a meeting in the 
Knesset Monday in response to Israeli 
media reports of progress in the negotia- 
tions. 

The group, known as the greater land 
of Israel front, has pledged to topple 
Netanyahu’s government should be 
agree to a 13 per cent pullback. 


Tarawneh off to U.S. to 
brief King on Cabinet’s 
policy statement 


AMMAN (Petra) — Dime 
Minister fiayez Tarawneh Mon- 
day left fa foe U.S. saying that 
be wil] brief His Majesty King 
Hussein in Washington about a 
working plan which will serve 
as foe new government's policy 
statement to be submitted to foie 
Lower House of Rartiameat. 

The government will concen- 
trate its efforts on local issues 10 
leam about foe people’s real 
problems and tbe public should 
be involved in finding solutions 
to problems, Tarawoeh noted. 

Tarawueh, who is accompa- 
nied on his trip by Royal Court 
Chief Jawad Anani, said that 
field work enables the responsi- 
ble officials to better understand 
issues on foe ground and that it 
can help avert problems before 
they occur: 

Referring to foe new govern- 
ment's plans and programmes, 
Tarawneh sad that the govern- 
ment's performance will be 
transparent because it wil] not 
only discuss issues but will also 
present them to the public, 
inviting foeir- participation in 


the derision making process. 

"Tbe main problems faring 
us, which King Hussein has 
referred to in his letter erf desig- 
nation to foe government, do 
not require short term solutions 
but they; are rather constant 
issues plaguing foe country and 
its people, particularly poverty 
and unemployment,” added 
Tarawneh. 

Such issues, he added, cannot 
be solved through decisions 
coining from foe Council of 
Ministers but require all out 
efforts involving every citizen 
in all sectors. 

Tbe government acting 
through its jurisdiction accord- 
ing to tbe provisions of foe 
Constitution has its own author- 
ities with which it can steer 
this process in the right direc- 
tion and: therefore the govern- 
ment will make its moves to ■ 
deal with these issues which 
require cooperation from all j 
people.” 1 foe prime mini«Jer 

Tarawneh said “there are 
issues like caraption which 


affect our society, but these are 
not deep rooted in our country. 
Our country is clean and our 
citizens are clean from corrup- 
tion. but we will search fa cor- 
ruption with tbe purpose of 
stemming it from hs roots.” 

Tarawneb said foat be will lis- 
ten to King Hussein’s directives 
which be will present to the 
Cabinet upon his return fa 
implementation and will con- 
vey foe ministers’ greetings 
wishing foe King a speedy 
recovery. 

Tarawneh said that the King 
is constantly following up on 
the Kingdom’s affairs adding 
foat HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san. foe Regent, is constantly 
briefing the King on all details. 

The prime mini-aer was seen 
off by Cabinet members and 
same officials. 

A Royal Decree was issued 
Monday appointing Minis ter of 
State fa Development Affairs, 
Taber Kanaan, as acting primp 
minister during Tarawneh’s 
absence abroad. *' 


U.K., U.S. to propose action 
after failed Iraq mission 


UNTIED NATIONS CAFF) — 
B ritain and the United States 
announced Monday that they 
would propose UN. Security 
Council action to punish Bagh- 
dad for lefuaog to cooperate 
with UN. arms inspectors. 

U-S. charge d'affaires, Peter 
Budeigh, said that a draft reso- 
lution would propose the sus- 
pension of the UN. Security 
Council’s regular sanctions 
review, which would effectively 
leave a crippling oil embargo in 
place indefinitely. 

The ootmcil last Thursday 
rolled over the eight-year-old 
UN. sanctions fa a further two- 
month periocLa 

Tbe US. and British propos- 
als aim to punish Baghdad fa 
failing to abide by UN. disar- 
mament requirements, which 
provide for Iraq to give immedi- 
ate and unconditional access to 
foe UN. weapons inspectors. 
UN. special envoy Prakash 
Shah informed foe 15 council 
members at their dosed-doar 
session ca Monday foat during 
talks in Baghdad last week. 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz had stood firm on Iraq’s 
August 5 decision to suspend 
cooperation with the arms mon- 
itors. 

Shah “basically said to tbe 


council that he got nowhere,” 
Budeigh toid reporters. 

But diplomats said that Iraq 
h^d left foe door open to dia- 
logue with UN. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Arman and with die 
Urated Nations, which is operat- 
ing a humanitarian scheme with 
Iraq as a temporary exemption 
to'foe sanctions regime. 

Budeigh, and British deputy 
permanent representative 
Stephen : Gomersafl, said then- 
delegations would be consulting 
otto council members later this 
week on a draft resolution. 

Budeigh said: “We’re sug- 
gesting suspension of sanctions 
review until Iraq comes back 
info cooperation with IAEA and 
UNSCOM.” 

Under UN. resolutions, tbe 
UN. Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) and foe Interna- 
tional Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) must certify foe dis- 
mantling of all Iraqi weapons of 
mass destruction before the 
eight-year old oil embargo can 
be lifted. 

Iraq insists foat it no longer 
holds ary weapons of mass 
destruction, and that foe sanc- 
tions should be lifted forthwith. 

Iraqi Ambassador Nizar Ham- 
doon reiterated here on Monday 
that “Iraq still stands by its fifth 


of August derision” to suspend 
cooperation with tbs IAEA and 
UNSCOM. and was waiting to 
see whether the council 
addressed Iraqi concerns. 

He said that it would be 
“almost impossible to keep any 
meaningful cooperation with 
UNSCOM” until foe agency 
had been restructured. 

Iraq is demanding the replace- 
ment of UNSCOM chief 
Richard Butler and the transfer 
to Geneva a Vienna of 
UNSCOM headquarters in 
order to dflute perceived U.S. 
influence. 

Butler, an Australian diplo- 
mat, attended Monday’s discus- 
sions, but did not speak, accord- 
ing to participants. 

The five permanent council 
members — Britain, China, 
Fraoce, Russia and the United 
Stales — remain divided over 
how to approach foe latest crisis. 

China, France and Russia 
believe foal the council should 
encourage Iraq to cooperate 
wife foe UN. inspectors, while 
Britain and the United States 
continue to take a hard line. 

China and Ranee on Monday 
notably expressed support fa a 
proposal by Annan for a com- 
prehensive review of the sanc- 
tions regime. 


Oslo anniversary finds Israeli 
leaders as divided as ever 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
lawmakers laid bare Monday 
foeir deep differences over 
troubled negotiations with foe 
Palestinians, casting a shadow 
over ceremonies in Norway 
marking foe fifth anniversary 
of foe Oslo peace accords. 

Members of parliament from 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's right-wing coali- 
tion and the opposition traded 
barbs and insults during a spe- 
cial session called during foe 
legislature’s summer recess to 
debate rising violence and ten- 
sions linked to tbe deadlock in 
foe peace process. 

The Knesset session came 
just hours before Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat and 
former Isradi Premier Shimon 
Pries were scheduled to attend 
an official ceremony in the 
Norwegian capital marking tbe 
August 20, 1993 conclusion of 
secret negotiations which led 
to the Oslo peace accords. 

Underscoring his hostility to 
the self-rule agreements signed 


by his Labour Party predeces- 
sors. Netanyahu refused an 
invitation to participate in the 
Oslo ceremony. 

His spokesman explained 
that foe {tome minister was 
“too busy to be carried away 
by such nostalgia.” 

Danny Naveh, foe close 
associate Netanyahu has put in 
charge of negotiations with die 
Palestinians, was even more 

blunt 

“The government accepts 
foe reality brought about by 
the Oslo agreement but it cer- 
tainly doesn’t see it as a reason 
to celebrate ” be said. 

The Oslo peace accord, 
called foe Declaration of Prin- 
ciples, launched a five-year 
interim process of expanding 
Palestinian autonomy in foe 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

But since Netanyahu came 
to power in June 1996. imple- 
mentation of the Oslo 
timetable has ground to a halt. 

Israel has balked at carrying 
out promised further transfers 


of West Bcud: land to self-rule 
and has expanded Jewish set- 
tlement on lands where the 
Palestinians hoped to create 
foeir own state. 

In foe Knesset Monday, 
Netanyahu’s allies shewed no 
regret over the stalemate in 
speeches peppered with anti- 
Arab remarks. 

“The sea remains the sea and 
Arabs remain Arabs, if they 
could, they would massacre 
us,” said Reuven Rivlin, a 
deputy from Netanyahu's 
Likud Party. 

Communications Minister 
lima Uvoat, speaking fa the 
government, accused the now- 
opposition Labour Party of 
sending Israel down the path to 
disaster by signing foe Oslo 
peace deal when it was in 
power under the late Premier 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

“You had to choose between 
shame and war, you c hos r 
shame and you will also have 
war,” she said. 
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Saudi Arabia says 
terrorism should be 


g< addressed through U.N. 


DUBAI (Ri — Saudi Arabia, 
m iis first public reaction to the 
U.S. missile strikes in Sudan 
and Afghanistan, said on Mon- 
day terrorism should be coun- 
tered by the United Nations 
through ";igreed international 
action." 

Quoting a statement from 
the cubineL the official Saudi 
Press Agency tSPAi said the 
government had repealed its 
condemnation of the U.S. 
embassy bombings in Kenya 
jLnd Tanzania on Aug. 7 which 
preceded the U.S. strikes. 

“While the government Of 
the Kingdom of Saudi .Arabia 
understands the motivation 
behind measures aimed at 
Mrikins the formation and 


training bases for terrorists, it 
expresses its concern at the 
ramifications and is prompted 
to stress the need to address 
the Issues through mecha- 
nisms of the United Nations." 
SPA said after the weekly cab- 
inet meeting. 

Thursday's missile strikes 
provoked criticism from many 
Muslim sates, who called for 
a U.N. response to terrorism 
rather than unilateral action. 

The cabinet said the king- 
dom understood the “grave 
results arising from terrorist 
activities." 

But it added that it “believes 
the on/y way to fight terrorism 
is through agreed international 
action within the framework of 


the United Nations." 

Saudi Arabia has been the 
site of two previous anti-U.S. 
bombings. In 1995, a car 
bomb in Riyadh killed five 
Americans. In 1996 an attack 
on a military housing complex 
in the eastern city of Khobar 
killed 19 U.S. servicemen. 

The United States has brand- 
ed Islamic militant Osama Bin 
Laden, who is now in 
Afghanistan, as the prime sus- 
pect in those two bombings, 
and has also said he had a role 
in the East Africa embassy 
attacks. 

The United States has about 
4.500 military personnel based 
in Saudi Arabia the world's 
biggest oil exporter. 


Sudan court 
acquits 
leaders of 
outlawed 
party 


Muslims protest strikes 
outside U.S. embassy 



HEBRON UNDER CURFEW: A Palestinian looks through the window of his home Monday during the curfew 
imposed by Israeli troops in parts of the West Bank town of Hebron. The curfew started four days ago after a 
Jewish settler was stabbed to death by a suspected Palestinian militant (AFP photo) 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A 
Khartoum court has acquitted 
four leaders of the outlawed 
Unurta party's religious wing 
of charges they incited vio- 
lence. endangered public order 
and spread false information. 

Judge Klialid Abdul Gadir 

• A the Omdurmun criminal 
court, in a Sunday session, dis- 
missed the charges as baseless, 
saving any Sudanese had the 
nghr to criticise the govern- 
ment and express views on 
public Issues. 

“This right is provided for in 
the 1 99 1 law and is guaranteed 
by the constitution and. more- 
over. the Sudanese are accus- 
tomed to criticising their gov- 
tmmenlT the 'judge said. 

• Prosecutor Usan Abdek 
■Jatfif ' said’ that ' he would 
appeal die ruling. 

Charges against the imam. 
» <r prayer leader. Adam 
Ahmed Yousuf, and three 
members of the committee of 
the Ansar sect mosque focused 
on a sermon read during Fri- 
day prayers Iasi month witich 
me prosecutor sttid criticised 
the government called for vio- 
lence and contained false 
information. 

The judge ruled he saw no 
c;dl for violence in the sermon. 
‘’>n the contrary, it has 
renounced violence" he said. 

Worshippers neither demon- 
s' 1 rated nor rioted after the scr- 

• •.op. rut had merely chanted 
•'xir citMnnvjy slogans of 
v iiahu Akher. or C*\l is crcat- 

The 40- member defence 
.;.iuncil. headed by lawyer Ali 
Mahmoud Hass; mein of the 
I Viitocmuc Unionist Party 
and including former vice- 
president Abel Alier. 
expressed satisfaction with the 
in ling. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — In a 
protest Monday outside the 
U.S. embassy, leaders of 
the Islamist movement in 
Israel condemned the 
American air strikes 
against suspected terrorist 
strongholds in Sudan and 
Afghanistan as an attack on 
all Muslims. 

The protest drew about 30 
people, including Moham- 
mad Damashe, the deputy 
leader of the Islamist move- 
ment which is becoming 
increasingly influential 
among Israel's I million 
Arab citizens. 

About 50 police officers 
guarded the embassy but 
did not try to push back the 
demonstrators who held 
banners reading “We won't 
forgive and we won’t for- 
get" and “Clinton kills 
innocent people in cold 
blood." 

“We are here to protest 
the American attack. We 
see it as an an attack against 
all Muslims.” Damashe 
said. 

In a separate protest, 
about 70 members of the 


Islamic Jihad group chant- 
ed “Death to America" and 
burned four U.S. and two 
Israeli flags in Gaza City. 

Nafiz Azzam. the spiritu- 
al leader of Islamic Jihad in 
the Palestinian areas, said 
the United States could 
expect retribution for the 
strikes. “It is natural and 
necessary that there be 
revenge for the blood of 
Muslims,” Azzam said. 

The anti-American rallies 
in the Palestinian areas 
have been relatively small 
in scale — in sharp contrast 
to earlier this year when 
thousands of Palestinians 
took to the streets in sup- 
port of Iraq in its show- 
down with the United 
States over weapons 
inspections. 

Iraq's confrontation with 
the United States was wide- 
ly perceived as an Arab 
issue, while the Palestini- 
ans don't feel such close 
ties to Sudan and 
Afghanistan which are 
Muslim but not considered 
kev players in the Arab 
World. ' 


Turkish mafia arrest reveals 
further state-crime links 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Encounter at TUrkish-Iranian border 


ANKARA (APi — Turkish 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Bulent Ecevit has con- 
firmed that a prominent 
crime figure avoided arrest 
and traveled freely around 
the world using a diplomat- 
ic passport reports said 
Monday. 

Alaattin Cakici. wanted 
in Turkey on charges of 
murder, was nabbed Aug. 
17 in a hotel in Nice by 
French police. Turkey is 
preparing to ask for his 
extradition. 

Ecevit said the diplomatic 
passport was given to Caki- 
ci by an intelligence official 
at the Turkish embassy in 
Beijing, China. Milliyel 
newspaper reported. 

The disclosure was the 
latest episode in a wader 
scandal surrounding state- 
underworld links and raised 
calls for a deeper investiga- 
tion to unravel state offi- 
cials links to the crime 


world. 

Last year, a government 
report concluded that the 
state had hired right-wing 
terrorists to carry out covert 
operations against national 
threats. The document said 
the death squads later grew 
out of control, carrying out 
attacks on their own initia- 
tives and dabbling in mafia- 
style crime. 

The scandal has so far 
involved two parliamentary 
deputies, a dozen police- 
men and an army sergeant. 
Many more are believed to 
be involved. 

The opposition centre- 
right True Path Party has 
claimed Cakici was in con- 
tact with two -lawmakers-of 
* the ruling Motherland 
Party. « ■ •■■n*. ? ..» « ■. 

Social democrat politi- 
cian Fikri Saglar said he 
would ask Parliament ro 
probe Cakici's relation- 
ships with state officials. 


ANKARA (AFP) — The wife of a Turkish minister 
was “manhandled” by border guards after she refused 
to cover her head for a visit to Iran, the Turkish press 
reported Monday. Hikraet Sami Turk, a junior minister 
for external relations, was visiting the eastern border 
region of Turkey, accompanied by his wife, when he 
was invited to cross the frontier into Bazargan in Iran 
by local officials. Iranian border guards ordered his 
wife. Fatos Turk, to cover her hair with a headscarf, the 
Islamic custom for women in Iran. She refused, the 
dailies Milliyet and Radikal reported, and was jostled 
by border guards who tried to prevent her accompany- 
ing her husband across the border. The press said she 
had been outraged by the “brutal attitude" of the 
guards. Turk turned back to remain with his wife. 


Five more dead in Algeria violence 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Five teenagers were found mur- 
dered Monday in the AI Biar district of Algiers, Alger- 
ian security services announced. There were no further 
details of the incident immediately available. The 
announcement was rftade; in a security forces’ commu- 
nique under a section reserved for crimes linked to the 
clashes between the government and Islamic extrem- 
ists. 


Israel moves border police to Jerusalem 


Former Iranian prison chief to receive official funeral 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Assadol- 
lah Lqjeverdi. the former Iran- 
ian prison chief known by sup- 
porters as a “hero of the resis- 
tance" and by foes as the 
"Butcher of Tehran." will he 
given an official funeral outside 
parliament Tuesday. 

Lajeverdi. gunned down at 
his tailor's shop in Tehran's 
Grand Bazaar Sundav by two 
assailants, was "one of the sol- 
dier* of the revolution and the 
people and the regime." Presi- 
dent Mohammad Khatami 
said. 

His funeral, originally sched- 
uled for one of the lamest 
mosques in the capital, will 
now be held outside p.irliameriL 
stale radio announced Mondav. 


The Grand Bazaar will also 
close Tuesday in his honour. 

State radio said Lajevardi was 
shot by "counter-revolutionary 
elements" and described the 
>iojn prison director as “an 
untiring and pioneering crusad- 
er for freedom and indepen- 
dence and a celebrated religious 
man." 

The official IRNA news 
agenev said the assailants 
opened fire on the former 
prison chief “after engaging 
him in u conversation." 

Police said one of the wo 
assailants was arrested immedi- 
ately ofter the attack, which also 
left two other pwplc dead — 
Lajev erdi's former deputy Ash- 
gar Re'is Ishmaeeli. and a pass- 


er-by. 

IRNA reported Sunday that 
LajevardTs brother. Mojiaha. 
was also killed Sunday but the 
report was denied in press 
reports Mom lav . 

His brother was u witness to 
the shooting but had bent down 
to pick up j tray of tea when the 
men fired their guns and was 
not hiu according to the local 

press. 

Tilt* People's Muiuhcdecn. 
Iran's main armed opposition 
group, claimed responsibility 
fur the assassination in a tele- 
phone call to AFP in Nicosia 

The assassination was the 
first mai« ir attack by the Muju- 
hedeen in Tehran since June, 
when three people were killed 


in the bombing of an Islamic 
court building in the capital. 

A close follower of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, ihe late 
founder of tlie Islamic Repub- 
lic. Lajevaidi. 63. was a fierce 
opponent of the former shah 
and devoted his life to the strug- 
gle to topple his regime. 

In 1962 he became ;t member 
of the central committee of die 
Islamic Coalition Association, a 
grouping of religious conserva- 
tives and bazaar merchants 
bucking Khoitxrini's revolu- 
tionary campaign against die 
shah. 

in 1969. Lajcvardi was arrest- 
ed fur a Ixnnb unack on die 
Tehran office of the Israeli air- 
line El AI. 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AFP) — Israel announced 
Monday that it was moving the headquarters of its 
paramilitary border police from the Tel Aviv region to 
Jerusalem, a shift which will put 250 more officers on 
the streets of the disputed city. The decision was taken 
at a meeting Sunday attended by Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. Public Security Minister Avig- 
dor Kahalani and Jerusalem Mayor Ehud Olmert. 
according to a statement released by Netanayhu's 
office. “It was decided that the border police headquar- 
ters would be moved from Lod to Jerusalem, thereby 
also allowing 250 border police officers to contribute to 
the security of the capital.” the statement said. 


Eleven PKK rebels killed 


D1YARBAKIR (AFP) — Eleven rebels from the sepa- 
ratist Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) were killed Sunday 
in a Turkish security operation in the southeast 
province of Batman, an official source at Diyarbakir 
announced Monday. According to a police statement, 
the Kurds were killed near Kozluk. 50 kilometres 
northeast of Diyarbakir, where the fight against the 
rebels is being coordinated. 
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Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
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Terra Sancta Churdi Tel. 
4622366 

Anglican Church Tei. 
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Sl Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
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Amman International Church 
Tel. 5S65JW7 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS4(U 
The Evangdical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 581 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St John (he Baptist at Dc La 
Salic CoDegc TuL 566 1 757 
Church of the Anminciutinn 
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Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
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/.\RQA: 
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IRBID: 
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Ihn AI Nafccs Hospiial 
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Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight 

07:00 Damascus i.RJ, 

(17: 10 .......Tdiraii < RJ ) 

(Wrf)5 Sanaa (RJ) 

08:40 ........ „Dutai. .Abu Dhabi iRJf 

09:25 DiTlntadtfHRJl 

10:40 MuscnL DuhaiiRJ) 

10:45 ........ AI 'Ain. Bahrain (RJ) 

1 1 J5 ...................... .Beirut 

(RJ) 

0:70 Bcmit (addMRJ) 

YI m M AnNcftlam. NewYyrk(RJ) 
18 JO -Chicago. AnvacrdamlRJ) 
19KW ....Juondnn. Frankfurt (RJ) 

1900 Kuwril (RJ) 

23:10 — .Cairo (RJ) 

02:10 Madrid (RJ) 


Other Fbjdits 

09:00 .CariutMSi 

1 1 ^5° Kuwait (add ) iKU) 

13:00 - Riyadh (SV) 

- ^den 1 IV) 

— - Munich (Ufi 

15:00 —....Istanbul (TK) 

Bahrain. Doha (GFj 

16: HI XXibai(EK) 

18:05 Kiev-(fiU) 

AtistAF) 

20:25 _Tei Aviv (LY) 

.Beinit (ME) 

J?’- 35 LamoeaiCY) 

“0 Amsterdam (KLi 

00:55 Bucharest iRO) 

—Rome r.AZ) 

London (BA) 

Royal Wings iRVV) Flights 
10:20 Aqaba (arriving at QA1A 
■^proceeding to Marita Airport) 

19:20 Td AvH- (arriving at 
QAIAHRW) % 

18:00. Aqaba (arming a! Marita 
Airport) (RW) 

23:25 Aqaba (arming at Marta 
Airport) (RW ) 


DEPARTURES 


Rjijal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

njjil? — “■-•; Bcrnn(Rj) 

08,40 Beirut (add) (RJ) 


Ramtha : 
residents 
complain 
of hazards 

posed by 
trucks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — offi- 
cials and residents of' the 
northern bordertown- .-of 
Ramtha have complained 
that the continued presence 
of more than 2,000 trucks 
in the municipality is creat- 
ing environmental hazards 
and other problems, for 
local citizens. 

Ramtha’s Deputy District 
Governor Qassem Mheidat 
said the trucks, which toe 
permanently parked within 
the city's boundaries -and 
on side streets, are not only 
dangerous to residents' but 
also damage the enviricn- 
ment and the town's infra- 
structure and continually 
cause traffic jams. 

Demanding that tbe 
trucks be moved outside 
the town, Mheidat said tire 
public safety committee in 
Ramtha helped builds 
parking lot for the tracks 
outside the town. 

But according to Ramtha 
Mayor Abdul A2az Thiya- 
bau truck-owners and dri- 
vers prefer to park the 
trucks close to their houses 
inside the .town, eyen 
though he said the parking 
lot is supplied with elec- 
tricity and telephone ser- 
vices. 

Thiyabat added that the 
municipality is continually 
patching up roads damaged 
by the trucks. 

Ramtha resident Ghazi 
Zou'bi. director of the 
town's health department 
said local inhabitants are 
concerned for their chil- 
dren's safety in the Ramtha 
streets. 

The trucks emit poiso- 
nous gasses that polluted 
atmosphere and leak diesel 
oil on the streets, constitut- 
ing a permanent danger to 
the public, especially chil- 
dren, said Zou’bi, 
Mahmoud Zou'bi, anoth- 
er town resident and head 
of the Ramtha branch of 
the Jordan Environment 
Society (JESJ, echoed ihe 
complaint, saying that the 
vehicles' emissions are 
among the main causes of 
pollution in the town. 

He said that the JES will 
work in conjunction with 
the concerned authorities 
to find a suitable solution 
to. the problem to prevent 
pollution. Tbe JES will 
also plant trees along tbe 
main roads to help cleanse 
the atmosphere, he added 
According to Ramtha 
inhabitants, the trucks, 
which transport goods 
from Turkey and Syria.ifl 
the north to the Gulf coo* 
tries in the south, constitute 
the main source of income 
for the town people. 
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Opposition divided on direction of dialogue 
following Regent’s meeting with Brotherhood 


By Francesca Cgjad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The opposition wel- 
comed Sunday’s meeting between 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, and Muslim Brotherhood 
leaders, but was divided on the pri- 
orities on the agenda and the 
mnans for the resumption of a 
national dialogue. 

While foe powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood remained entrenched 
behind its demands fer freezing the 
1994 Wadi Araba treaty and halt- 
ing normalisation with Israel, other 
opposition parties, including the 
Brotherhood's political arm, foe 
Islamic Action Front (IAF), 
extended an open hand to the 
newly-appointed government of 
Ayez Tarawneh and declared their 
readiness to engage in constructive 
talks for foe advancement of 
democracy. 

“We welcome [Sunday’s] meet- 
ing with Crown Prince Hassan,” 
said foe Brotherhood’s overall 


leader. Abdul Majeed ThneibaL 

“Bur we stress that we want a 
dialogue that would lead to solu- 
tions to rite problems we present- 
ed, not a dialogue for the sake of 
dialogue.’* 

During foe meeting, Thneibat 
presented the Regait with a mem- 
orandum clarifying the Brother- 
hood’s views on a host of political, 
economic and social issues. 

“We demanded more public 
freedoms through changes to the 
press and election laws,” Thneibat 
told the Jordan Times in a tele- 
phone interview' on Monday. 

“[The memorandum] also asked 
for re-examining foe investment 
law, which we believe threatens 
the country's security by removing 
all banders to foreign [and Israeli] 
investments.” 

“We demand that nenmahsation 
be halted in order to improve rela- 
tions with other Arab states, aod 
Wadi Araba be frozen, because it is 
greatly harming national unify” he 
said. 


Prince Hassan ’s meeting with 
Thneibat and foe Muslim Brother- 
hood’s executive committee, the 
first such public meeting since 
1995, conformed whh the 
Hashemite policy of maintainin g 
dialogue with all shades and sec- 
tors of society — a phenomenon 
which analysts agree is a rarity in 
this region. 

Thneibat said the meeting was 
only the first of a series of project- 
ed exchanges aimed at breaking 
the 1 1 -month deadlock in govern- 
ment-opposition relations. 

“The Regent promised to read 
foe memorandum and meet [with 
us] again,” said Thneibat 
la contrast with foe Brother- 
hood’s “wait and see” attitude, 
opposition party leaders voiced 
their enthusiasm for foe Regent’s 
move and bis declared intent to 
meet in die coming days with rep- 
resentatives of different parties, 
unions and other civic institutions 
as well as journalists. 

Only one day after Prince Has- 


son’s meeting with the Brother- 
hood. many party leaders said they 
had already started drafting possi- 
ble memoranda to forward to the 
Regent or the gov eminent as a 
basis for a national dialogue. 

Normalisation of ties with Israel 
— the thomv issue in govemment- 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


opposition relations for the past 
four years — seems to have 
dropped down on the list of con- 
cerns of opposition parties, which 
are now concentrating on domestic 
issues. 

“Freedoms and democracy first 
of all,” Abdul Latif Arabiy at, secre- 
tary general of foe Islamic Action 
Front (IAF), told the Jordan Tunes 
on Monday. 

The IAF. Jordan’s strongest 
party by for, stated that a serious 
dialogue with the government 
should start with charting ways 
and means of raising the ceiling of 


public freedoms, which it said 
received a heavy blow with the 
one-person, one-vote electoral sys- 
tem introduced in 1993 and foe 
“draconian" press bill, endorsed by 
Parliament last week and still 
awaiting Royal ratification. 

“Recent issues such as water and 
food security for all citizens" come 
next on foe agenda thar the IAF 
would like to discuss in a possible 
meeting with the Regent Arabiyat 
said. 

There “there is the need for 
e nhancin g relations with our Mus- 
lim and Arab brothers,” said Ara- 
biyat citing embargo-stricken Iraq 
and S udan. However, he did not 
mention the Kingdom's relations 
with Israel. 

“Surely leadership and opposi- 
tion have their differences, espe- 
cially when it comes to relations 
with Israel, but we need to move 
on and build od out common 
goals." said Deputy Mohammad 
Ouran (Tafileh), who is also secre- 
tary general of foe leftist Arab 


Land Party. 

“[The opposition] cannot just sit 
aside and criticise relations with 
Israel- We can participate in solv- 
ing other matters, such as poverty, 
unemployment and freedoms" 
said Ouran. 

At a meeting with deputies, sen- 
ators. and members of foe newly- 
appointed cabinet of Fayez 
Tarawneh on Saturday, Prince 
Hassan had declared that the doors 
of the Royal Palace would be open 
for responsible dialogue with all 
parties. 

King Hussein had previously 
indicated foe resumption of a 
national dialogue as one of the 
casks of the new government in his 
letter of designation to Tarawneh 
late last week. 

The outgoing government of 
Abdul Salam Majali had foiled to 
resume dialogue with foe opposi- 
tion since the latter’s boycott of foe 
November 1997 general elections. 

“It is still too early to say 
whether a dialogue will succeed. 


but we are optimistic because this 
government not only seems more 
willing [to engage in a dialogue] 
than die previous one, but it has 
also received a clear mandate to 
this extent,” said the secretary gen- 
eral of the Jordan Communist 
Party ( JCP). Munir Hamameh. 

Opposition leaders ranged from 
cautiously to openly optimistic in 
predicting foe course of pluralism 
and public freedoms under the 
Tarawneh government, which 
includes a younger generation of 
politicians. 

“It is a promising start: His 
Majesty's letter of designation and 
Tarawneh’s reply [to the King’s 
letter], in addition to foe Regent's 
meeting with foe Brotherhood and 
the announcement thar such meet- 
ings will continue with other par- 
ties, all raise hopes that a solid dia- 
logue will start,” said Arabiyat. 

“We will wait and see, but we are 
hopeful” said Suleiman Arar, sec- 
retary general of foe pan-Arabist 
AlMuscaqbaL 


Prosecutor charges man with 
premeditated murder of daughter 


By Rana Hossemi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Prosecutor yesterday 
charged a 55-year-old man 
with foe premeditated mur- 
der of his daughter and the 
shooting injury of a man in 
the Hussein Camp in anoth- 
er apparent “honour crime” 
in the Kingdom, official 
sources said Monday. 

The suspect Jumah M., 
surrendered to police on 
Sunday three hours after 
allegedly shooting and 
killing his daughter Nabi- 
lah, 35, and then shooting 
and injuring a 52-year-old 
man for reasons of “hon- 
our” one source said. 

“The father /claimed in 


that he killed his daughter 
because of her immoral 
behaviour.” the source told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to another 
source, the victim, who was 
divorced five years ago. bad 
an argument with her father 
“about her alleged immoral 
affairs” while they were 
walking in an alley. 

“During a heated argu- 
ment in which Nabilah 
informed her father about a 
52-year-old man, Jumah 
drew his unlicensed gun 
and shot her once in the 
back of the head,” the 
source said. 

The source added that 
Jumah then went down- 
town, where the man was. 


injured but was reported in 
good condition, the source 
added. 

Criminal Prosecutor Has- 
san Abdullat ordered foal 
the suspect be detained at 
Swaqa Corrective and 
Rehabilitation Centre for 
15 days pending further 
investigations into the case, 
the source said. 

Jumah, who confessed to 
both crimes, was also 
charged with attempted 
premeditated murder and 
possessing an illegal 
weapon. 

Nabilah became the 14 
woman reportedly killed in 
a crime of honour in Jordan 
this year. 


Last year, 25 women were 
shot him once in the neck, reportedly killed in the 
front:. of. foe: , police during . and then fled’ foe, scene. . .. . :; ,Kjngdajn. for reasons of 
preliminary questioning ’ The man was ' slightly honour. 



PRINCE ALi VISITS SALT: HRH Prince Ali Monday receives a briefing on the holdings 
of a museum in Salt which booses manuscripts and other items of historic value dating 
back to different eras. Earlier, Prince Ali met with officials from both (he Balqa gover- 
nors te and the Salt municipality and inspected several institutions (Petra photo) 


Associations float date 


Swimming complexes feel pinch of water crisis 


of National Conference 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan’s 80,000-member professional 
associations have agreed to float foe deadline of the much- 
delayed National Conference of opposition parties and 
civil society institutions to counter government policies, 
Arabic newspapers reported on Monday. 

Union leaders reportedly derided not to impose any time 
limit for holding the National Conference and drafting the 
accompanying National Salvation Plan, but to immediately 
start preparations. 

The compromise solution was reached after a three-week 
dispute between foe associations and Jordan’s 13 opposi- 
tion parties, which wanted to hold foe conference by Sep- 
tember. 

The National Conference was launched on June 13, but a 
surprise decision by foe Union of Professional Associations 
on Aug. 2 to postpone the event for eight months provoked 
an uproar in the opposition’s ranks. 

A draft Salvation Plan made available to the Jordan 
Tunes focused on various domestic and regional issues, 
including halting normalisation with Israel limiting pri- 
vatisation and economic liberalisation, and strengthening 
ties with Syria and Iraq at foe expense of foe Kingdom’s 
relations with foe West. 


what's going on 


tUMS 

* ‘Truly Madly Deeply” at foe British Council Jabal Amman at 
7:00 p m. (Children’s film “'Warersbip Down” win also be 
screened on Wednesday at 6:00 pm.). 

INTERACTIVE TELEPHONE LINKUP 

* Int e ractive Telephone Linkup to discuss tPrornotirig Ait Insntu- 
tions @ foe Internet" at the American Center, Abdoun at 4:00 
pm It features Ms. Joan Stahl Coordinates. Image C ol lec ti ons. 
Research & Scholars Center, at the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington D.G and representatives from foe Jordanian art com- 
munity. 

(An Internes demonstration will follow the discussion). 
SUMMER 98 FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural activities at DaratAl Funun, Jabal Weib- 
deh, to last until Sept 30. include; 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Graphic ait from Lebanon, works by Lebanese artist Yousef 
Aounand Jor danian artist Sahel Hiari at foe Main House. 

* Woks by Iraqi artist Samer Usama and Jordanian artist Said 
Haddarfm at foe Blue House. 

* Installation works by Jordanian artist Samia Tam at foe Byzan- 
due Church. 

* Exhibition of photogr aph s “Memory of a Place" by Jordanian 
artist Hussein Da’seh at foe Museum. 

exhibitions 

* E xhibition of wrought iion furniture by Jordanian artist Salim 
AI Bandak at AiBaidar Hall Kan Zaroan village (Tbl 586253 IX 

until Sept. 17. 

* Summer display of products at the Jordan Design and Trade 
Coare/Noor A1 Hussein Foimdatioc, off Wad Saqta (Tel 569- 
9141/2X until Aug.31. 

* "Miniatures in Humanities and Environment” by WaHd Nastal- 
lah at OrfaK Art Gallery, Um Ufoeina. until Aug. 25 (Tel 
5526532% 


By Efind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The seven- 
week-old water crisis appears 
to have hit a handful of pri- 
vate swimming clubs around 
western Amman, facing at 
least one to shut down in an 
“expression of solidarity" 
with water-thirsty Jordanians. 

Though many had resorted 
to water rationing measures 
long before foe crisis struck, 
many say they are faring an 
uphill bailie to secure sup- 
plies from tankers, often at 
black market rates. 

“We mainly decided to 
dose our pools until further 
notice for reasons of national 
solidarity,” said Elias B abash, 
general manager of the 
Orthodox Club in Abdoun. 

“People could not find 
drinking water and here we 
were offering them water to 
swim in," he told foe Jordan 
Times. The club, which 
closed on Saturday, found it 


difficult to obtain the 100 
curie metres of water 
required daily to run the facil- 
ity. 

“It was impossible to queue 
endlessly every day for hours 
at government-appointed sta- 
tions providing water 
tankers," he added. “Some do 
not get their share even after 
waiting." 

Habash said the club might 
re-open its pools for two days 
a week if the government 
manages to solve foe water 
crisis, which has cut down on 
normally scant summer sup- 
plies. 

The state-run A1 Hussein 
Sports City, one of the oldest 
sports complexes in Amman, 
said it was scrambling to find 
water tankers to secure water 
for toilets and showers for 
thousands of members. 

‘The problem is not with 
our three pools as there is no 
need to replenish our water 
on a daily basis." said one 
official at the complex. ‘‘Our 


problem is with the showers, 
and we encounter tremen- 
dous difficulty finding water 
tankers.” 

The government earlier this 
month installed monitors at 
40 private water wells to 
crack down on profiteering. 
But most residents said the 
measures did not ease their 
plight as they remain at foe 
mercy of government red 
tape at the wells or in the 
hands of several profiteers. 

Most swimming pools, 
which have an underwater fil- 
tering system and another 
one for purifying overflowing 
surface water, have to take 
water samples every two 
hours to check concentration 
of chlorine. 

For the Royal Automobile 
Club, which has operated on 
water management precau- 
tions for the past seven years, 
foe water crisis has not hit the 
facility hard. 

“We have limited the free 
usage of showers by having 


one open shower near the 
pool where members shower 
in cold water, thus reducing 
water use," the club’s general 
manager. Hasan Alaeddin, 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said every summer foe 
club decreases pressure on its 
water pump to minimise 
water loss. 

“We have had to form poli- 
cies to minimise water loss 
because we felt water short- 
ages every summer.” 

All five- and four-star 
hotels said they have not shut 
down their swimming pools 
or health clubs because of 
water shortages. But for 
Amra Hotel operating the 
swimming pool has an extra 
security advantage. 

“We need the pool’s water 
as a permanent supply for our 
fire alarm sprinklers, as the 
pool provides 150 cubic 
metres of water in case of a 
fire,” said Pierre Weiss, the 
hotel’s general manager. 


Animal protection society to introduce 
nationwide awareness campaign in schools 


By Randa Naffa 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Jordanian Society for 
foe Protection of Animals (JSPA) is 
turning to schools as part of a nation- 
wide campaign to raise public aware- 
ness on animal abuse, blamed on igno- 
rance, poverty and negligence. 

Tn a bid to increase awareness 
among children, foe JSPA established 
educational programmes in coopera- 
tion with foe Ministry of Education, 
which handled visits and lectures at the 
different schools around foe King- 
dom," said Ragheb Kamal. the soci- 
ety’s director. 

He was speaking at a one-day semi- 
nar held last week to look into ways to 
promote the JSPA’s activities. 

Nadia Hammam. supervisor of 
JSPA's educational programme, 
stressed foe importance of integrating 
foe concept of animal protection in the 
educational curriculum at schools to 
encourage children to respect animals 
and their role as part of natural cycle. 

“Our aim will be to expand the edu- 
cational programme and teach foe 
young to be nice to animals through 


innovative methods ” she said. 

“The JSPA is very concerned with 
making people take action regarding 
the cruelty of animals” Hammam 
added. 

She also said decision-makers had to 
take measures to protect animals from 
abuse. 

To counter wide spread perceptions, 
an Islamic expert cited verses from foe 
Holy Koran that encourage people not 
to mistreat animals. 

Senator Abdul Aziz Khayat, a former 
minister of Awqaf and Islamic affairs, 
said animals should also be protected 
because they are part of nature and 
contribute to the balance of life on 
earth. 

Yarmouk University Professor 
Mohammad Sabareeny said human 
beings, with their “rational ability.” bad 
to learn how to cope with animals, 
which cannot go beyond their biologi- 
cal capacity. 

Meanwhile, JSPA Vice Chairperson 
Margaret Ledger said the society’s new 
programme to involve animals such as 
horses and pets in the treatment of foe 
handicapped had achieved some 
promising results. 


The programme was launched in 
cooperation with the Jordanian Society 
for Therapeutic Treatment and foe 
Society for the Protection of Animals 
Abroad (SPAN A), to which foe JSPA is 
affiliated. 

‘The handicapped showed progress 
when they [interacted] with foe ani- 
mals,” Ledger told foe Jordan Times on 
foe sidelines of foe seminar. “Through 
the movement of foe animals, the hand- 
icapped were able to build their self- 
esteem. And this signals the influence 
of animals on people.” 

The JSPA, a non-governmental 
organisation, was established in 1988 
under foe umbrella of foe London- 
based SPANA in association with the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

JSPA, which evolved into an inde- 
pendent society later, is dedicated to 
the protection of animals by providing 
veterinary help at its clinics and first 
aid as part of field services covering the 
areas of Amman, Balqa, Madaba, Iibid, 
Ajloun, foe Jordan Valley and sur- 
rounding villages. 

Kamal said the JSPA offers free vet- 
erinary help to poor owners of animals 
in rural areas. 


Government asks 
Brazil to investigate 
Jordanian’s death 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment has asked Brazil to 
investigate foe recent 
killing of a 35-year-old Jor- 
danian in Sao Paulo by 
three unidentified 

assailants, officials said 
Monday. 

Wahid Abdul Raouf 
Shiyab was gunned down at 
around 2:00 p.m. on Friday. 
Aug. 20, near foe company 
he worked for in Brazil, 
according to official 
sources. 

“We have delegated Jor- 
danian diplomats iri Brazil 
to follow up on foe case and 
foe motives behind foe 
killing and to take care of 
Shiyab’s family there,” an 
official source told foe Jor- 
dan Times Monday. 

The source added that 
motives behind foe killing 
of Shiyab. who had lived in 
the South American coun- 
try for foe past two years, 
were still being investigat- 
ed by foe Brazilian authori- 
ties. 

“Preliminary investiga- 
tions points to an attempted 
robbery against Shiyab, but 
still foe motives behind foe 
shooting are still unclear" 
foe official stated. 

According to A1 Majd 
weekly, an Islamic commit- 
tee based in Brazil accused 
Israel of being behind 
Shiyab’s murder. 

NHF plans 
musical on 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Noor AI Hussein Founda- 
tion (NHF) plans to stage a 
children’s musical entitled 
“The Kind Cbemo" in 
November to raise aware- 
ness of cancer and its treat- 
ment and to build positive 
attitudes toward foe dis- 
ease, according to an NHF 
press conference. 

The donations and foe 
revenues from foe perfor- 
mances, which are sched- 
uled to coincide with His 
Majesty King Hussein's 
birthday, will go to the Al 
Urn Noor Student Relief 
Fund to help support foe 
treatment of children with 
cancer at Al Amal Centre. 
Her Majesty Queen Noor is 
the chair of the centre, 50 
per cent of whose patients 
are children. 

‘The Kind Chemo,” a 
family musical which will 
be produced jointly by foe 
NHF's National Music 
Conservatory and Perform- 
ing Arts Centre, aims at 
helping families cope with 
cancer and highlights that 
cancer can be cured. It 
shows a child with cancer 
who talks about his reac- 
tion and that of his parents 
to foe ordeal. The child 
then enters foe hospital and 
meets another child who 


The newspaper said 
Shiyab, who was president 
of Muslim League in Latin 
America, was assassinated 
by Israeli agents because he 
was thought to be associat- 
ed with the Islamic Resis- 
tance Movement, Hamas. 

His brother Mohammad 
Shiyab told foe Jordan 
Tunes that “Wahid had no 
enemies, he was a faithful 
Muslim.” 

“We were shocked to 
learn about his death 
because things were nor- 
mal. We always spoke over 
the phone and he never 
mentioned that he was sub- 
jected to any harassment by 
anyone ” foe brother said. 

He said that his brother’s 
body is expected to arrive 
in the Kingdom on 
Wednesday. 

“The government is exert- 
ing its utmost efforts in this 
case, but we hope that they 
will help speed the process 
of delivering his body and 
help his family as weil he 
added. 

Shiyab is survived by 14 
brothers and sisters, his 
four children Sundus, six, 
Ahmad, five, Zeinab, three 
and Hind one, and his wife 
Ibtisam Ahmad, 28. 

“We have faith in our 
government that they will 
follow every detail in foe 
case with the Brazilian gov- 
ernment and bring foe per- 
petrators to justice,” 
Mohammad Shiyab said. 

children’s 

cancer 

has been treated with 
chemotherapy and has been 
cured The second child 
helps foe first in facing foe 
disease. The musical also 
includes scenes that convey 
social and educational mes- 
sages, foe statement said. 

Sima Bahous, NHF exec- 
utive director, said: “The 
musical falls in line with 
foe NHF’s comprehensive 
development strategy, 
which employs different 
traditional and non-tradi- 
tional methods to reach 
people with health, educa- 
tion and other development 
messages. In this case, the 
entertainment-education 
approach through dance, 
music and drama will be 
used as a tool to help Jorda- 
nians tackle cancer.” 

A Royal Court statement 
said Queen Noor expressed 
her appreciation and grati- 
tude to those contributing 
to Al Urn Noor Student 
Relief Fund, which was 
established two years ago 
to ensure that all students in 
Jordan are given foe oppor- 
tunity to complete their 
education. This year, 
money from the fund will 
also finance foe treatment 
of children with cancer at 
Al Amal Centre, foe state- 
ment added. 
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Worn-down Yeltsin hands 


baton to Chernomyrdin 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Worn 
down and humiliated by 
Russia's economic crisis, 
Boris Yeltsin has grudging- 
ly handed his presidential 
baton to Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, a stodgy 
Soviet-era bureaucrat who 
excels at mending political 
fences. 

Analysts said Yeltsin's 
stunning endorsement 
Monday of Chernomyrdin 
as his heir apparent to the 
Kremlin throne amounted 
to a painful admission by 
the 67-year-old president 
that his own eventful career 
was near its end. 

Yeltsin's eye settled on his 
old premier because, fol- 
lowing a week of feverish 
consultations, a clique of 
business and political 
heavyweights advised the 
Kremlin ~ chief that 
Chernomyrdin. 60, suited 
their tastes best, the analysts 
said. 

The announcement culmi- 
nates months of behind-the- 
scenes battles by Kremlin 
insiders who each had 
money on their own politi- 
cal horse in the 2000 presi- 
dential elections — be it 
youthful Boris Nemtsov, 
feisty Moscow Mayor Yury 
Luzhkov, or charismatic 
General Alexander Lebed. 

All. however, were first 
waiting for Yeltsin to decide 
whether he was up for the 
challenge of another term. 
After a five-month financial 
storm that resulted in a 
humiliating decision to 
effectively devalue the 
ruble, the president has 
decided he has had enough, 
analysts said. 

“To Yeltsin, this endorse- 
ment was forced and 
unpleasant. It shows that he 
is in a bad political and psy- 
chological state. He is very 
confused." said Alexei 
Venediktov, the news editor 
of Moscow Echo radio who 
has close ties with much of 
Russia's political and busi- 
ness elite. 

Chernomyrdin's return to 
political favour — Yeltsin 
asked him to replace 
deposed premier Sergei 
Kiriyenko Sunday — 
comes five months to the 
day after Yeltsin unceremo- 
niously dumped him as 
prime minister. 

“All of this is pretty funny 
if it wasn’t so sad." said 
Yevgeny Volk of the 
Heritage Foundation. 
“Yeltsin has run out of 
options. He is taking a com- 
plete step away from eco- 
nomics and the social 
sphere." Volk said. 

Many analysis said the 
last straw for Yeltsin was 
last weeks decision to 
effectively devalue the 
ruble and default on 
Russia's debt. A stable cur- 
rency had been the 


Kremlin’s proudest eco- 
nomic achievement of post- 
Soviet reform. 

“By firing Kiriyenko. 
Yeltsin has admitted to 
making mistakes. Yeltsin 
would have never done that 
before. Now Chernomyrdin 
comes riding into the gov- 
ernment on a white horse." 
said Sergei Markov of the 
Institute of Political 
Studies. 

“But this decision inex- 
orably reduces Yeltsin's 
own power and elevates the 
influence of oligarchs in the 
Kremlin," Markov added. 

Yeltsin fought fiercely 
against parliamentary oppo- 
sition last April to ram the 
technocrat , Kiriyenko 
through for • approval. 
Lawmakers have since scur- 
ried njiost of the legislation 
the government proposed to 
combat the mounting eco- 
nomic crisis. 



sensing that Yeltsin's 
ie to back Kiriyenko 
aning. Kremlin insid- 
d a series of meetings 


last week to quickly come 
up wilh a back-up plan, ana- 
lysts 4aid. 

“Thfe top oligarchs and 
senioij governors like 
(Alexander) Lebed dis- 
cussed all the possible can- 
didates and Chernomyrdin 
was agreed on almost unan- 
Venediktov said. 


imo 


udy, 

dou: 


“Of course, (arch reformer 


Anatqly) Chubais was the 


voted." 

A Soviet-era energy min- 
ister. Chernomyrdin's chief 
political assets are his 
friendly relations with 
Communists in parliament 
and — avoiding decisive 
action — his ability to build 
allies out of mortal enemies. 

Such a stance has howev- 
er j alienated him from 
staunch market economists 
like Chubais and Boris 
Nemtsov, who announced 
Mcjnday he would not serve 
in Chernomyrdin’s govern- 
ment. 

Some analysts ftirther 
wafti that with Russia's 
eccjnomy in such despair, an 
endorsement from Yeltsin 
ambunts to little more than 
the| kiss of death. 
“Chernomyrdin under- 
stands this and will distance 
himself as much as possibly 
from Yeltsin," said Volk. 

l^hile analysts were split 
on 'whether the interim pre- 
mier will manage to pull 
Russia from its troubles in 
timje and thus boost his 
chances of securing the 
Kremlin in 2000, they agree 
that by designating 
Chernomyrdin as his suc- 
cessor, Yeltsin had taken his 
fin^l bow from Russian pol- 
itics. 

“Veltsin has realised that 
extent of his power has 


against it. but he was out- Unfits." Volk said. 


‘No Russian cabinet until 


Duma confi 


ms PM’ 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s acting Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin said Monday he vfould only announce his 
new government after the State Duma lower house of par- 
liament had confirmed him in his post Interfax news 
agency said. 

“When I become premier then I will announce (the cabi- 
net line-up) " Interfax quoted him as saying. Earlier, Duma 
speaker Gennady Seleznyov had said the Communist-dom- 
inated chamber wanted Chernomyrdin to present his pro- 
gramme and the line-up of the government before it would 
consider bis candidacy. 

President Boris Yeltsin asked dje veteran Chernomyrdin 
to form a new government Sunday after sacking the four- 
month old cabinet of Sergei Kiriyenko, citing the need for 
stability. * 

In a televised address Monday. Yeltsin urged the Duma to 
approve Chernomyrdin quickly ]as prime minister. But 
opposition parties, including the jCommunists, are hoping 
to win concessions including posts in any new cabinet. 

Parliamentary chiefs have already said they have no 
plans to debate Chernomyrdin’s nomination this week. 

Under the constitution, they have until late next Monday 
to approve or reject Chernomyrdin, although Yeltsin can 
choose to withdraw Chernomyrdin's candidacy and resub- 
mit it later to give deputies more time. 

Duma speaker Seleznyov said that he had agreed with 
Yeltsin in a telephone conversation to allow an extra few 
days. “I said one week might not be enough for consulta- 
tions and asked the president to be prepared to resubmit his 
letter. The president said he is ready to do that if it is 
requested." Seleznyov said. 

If the Duma rejects Yeltsin's candidate or candidates for 
prime minister three times in a row, the president automat- 
ically dissolves the chamber and calls afresh parliamentary 
election. 


Suharto son-in-law’s discharge 
no boost to military image 


JAKARTA (AFP) — The 
Indonesian army's decision 
Monday to discharge and pos- 
sibly court martial ex-Presideni 
Suharto's son-in-law for his 
misdeeds will be insufficient to 
improve the military’s image, 
analysts say. 

To bolster its image, the mili- 
tary would have co tackle some 
of the other cases of alleged 
abuse of power and human 
nuhis violations which have 
been officially buried in pasi 
decades, the analysts said. 

.Armed Forces Chief General 
Wiramo said earlier Monday he 
had decided to dischaige for- 
mer special forces commander 
Lieutenant General Prabowo 
Subianto from the army for his 
role in the abduction and torture 
of activists. 

Major General Muchdi and 
Colonel Chai’rawan, who 
served under Prabowo. were 
“released from all structural 
duties" — still part of the army 
but with no position. 

An expert on the Indonesian 
military. Salim Said, held that 
Whunio's decision would not 
improve the army's image. “It 
may even give rise to other new 
problems," he said. 

“People will now ask. what 
about Tanjung Priok. what 
about Aceh. Lampung. Irian 
Java, etc..'' Said noted, reeling 
oft a list of the most infamous 


publicly-known incidents in 
recent years. 

Troops violently quashed a 
protest by Muslims at the poor 
Tanjung Priok port area in 
northern Jakarta in 19S4. The 
military at the time said that 30 
people were killed, while wit- 
nesses and other sources spoke 
of around 200 dead. 

Aceh and Irian Java are two 
regions where the Indonesian 
military' have engaged in anti- 
separatist operations and where 
human rights watchdogs have 
accused "it of widespread 
killings and violations of 
human rights. 

In 1989. troops clashed with 
members of an obscure Muslim 
sect in lampung. southern 
Sumatra, leaving 41 dead 
according to officials. 
Unofficial tallies put the dead at 
over 100. 

“These other (military) oper- 
ations will have to be investi- 
gated. and it is the responsibili- 
ty of the military leadership to 
explain what had really hap- 
pened.” Said said. 

At least 24 activists had been 
missing since early this year 
and nine who have resurfaced 
told stories of forced abduction 
and torture as well as solitary 
detention. One was found dead. 

"I think a lot of people will be 
unhappy with the decision, 
because people now want to 


know more about the (abduc- 
tion) case." said Bambang 
Triantoro. a former general 
w ho has been in the forefront of 
pro-re form mov ements. 

“These abductions have real- 
ly tainted ABRI (the 
Indonesian armed forces), and 
it is very important now to 
unveil what had really hap- 
pened." Triantoro said in an 
interview with the private 
Sutya Citra Tcievisi Indonesia 
broadcast 

KONTRAS. a support group 
for the missing activists, said 
with the decision, the military 
had failed to show its willing- 
ness to “substantially or institu- 
tionally" correct its repressive 
policies. 

“This will only deepen the 
pessimism and doubt among 
the people as to whether ABRI 
(the Indonesian armed forces) 
will remain consistent in hail- 
ing its politics of violence and 
reform itself so that it act more 
openly and more democratical- 
ly." KONTRAS chairman 
Munir said. 

Hendardi. executive director 
of the Indonesian Legal Aid 
and Human Rights Association, 
said the administrative sanc- 
tions meted out would only 
strengthen pessimism on the 
military's effectiveness in 
uncovering cases of abuse in its 
bid to present a reform face. 





Former anti-apartheid cleric Dr. Allan Boesak, accompanied by his wife Elna (centre) 
and daughter Bulani (right), arrives at court to answer charges of theft and misap- 
propriation. The charges relate to funds allocated to the Foundation for Peace and 
Justice, which Boesak headed during the struggle against apartheid (Reuters photo) 


Anti-apartheid leader Boesak 
pleads innocent in fraud trial 


CAPE TOWN. South 
Africa (AP) — Allan 
Boesak, once a prominent 
figure in the struggle 
against white rule, pleaded 
innocent Monday to 
charges he stole money 
intended for the anti- 
apartheid cause. 

At the start of a trial 
expected to last at least 
three months. Boesak sat 
impassively in the dock as 
state prosecutor J. C. 
Gerber read out 32 charges 
of fraud and theft totalling 
nearly 1.1 million rand — 
worth nearly S300.000 at 
the time. 

His lawyer. Mike Maritz, 
entered Boesak's innocent 
plea. 

Boesak, a former minister 
who once headed the World 
Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, is accused of 
stealing cash from the 
Foundation for Peace and 
Justice, which he operated 
from 1988 to 1994. 

Donations came from 
singer Paul Simon, the 
Coca-Cola Foundation. 


Scandinavian aid agencies 
and others. Freddie 
Steenkamp. Boesak’s book- 
keeper at the foundation, 
was sentenced last year to 
six years in jail after plead- 
ing guilty to embezzling 
cash. During his trial 
Steenkamp testified he was 
only following Boesak's 
example. 

Boesak has paid back 
some of the missing money. 
Once a top African National 
Congress official in the 
Cape Town area. Boesak 
played a prominent role in 


the anti-apartheid struggle 


that ended in the country’s 
first all-race elections in 
1994. 

He gave up an appoint- 
ment as ambassador to the 
United Nations in Geneva 
when the scandal involving 
his charity emerged, and 
left South Africa to lecture 
in the United States for a 


year. 

When he returned to 
South Africa last year, he 
was greeted at the airport 
by Justice Minister Dullah 


Omar and a crowd of cheer- 
ing supporters. The incident 
provoked uproar among 
opposition politicians who 
accused the ANC of cover- 
ing up for Boesak. 

An ANC investigation 
cleared him of wrongdoing, 
but Scandinavian donors 
criticised the probe and 
prosecutors later filed 
charges. 

Speaking to reporters on 
the steps of Cape Town's 
High Court. Boesak said he 
was relieved the case had 
started after long delays 
over funding for his 
defence. 

“It has been a long, dark 
haul. Now the case has 
finally stoned I am very 
happy." he said wearing a 
dark blue suit and surround- 
ed by cheering supporters. 

The prosecution's first 
witness. Dawn King, a 
forensic accountant led off 
an explanation of the 
church alliance's accounts 
that is expected to dominate 
court proceedings for the 
next three weeks. 


Bhutto, husband appear in court 
to answer corruption charges 


LAHORE. Pakistan (AFP) 
— Former Pakistani 
Premier Benazir Bhutto 
appeared in court again 
Monday with her husband 
on corruption charges and 
urged it to unfreeze her 
accounts so she can arrange 
her defence, court sources 
said. 

Bhutto appeared before a 
two-judge bench of the 
Lahore High Court along 
with her detained husband 
Asif Ali Zardari to answer 
the charges in cases filed by 
the government. 

The judges. Ehxanul Haq 
Chaudhrv and Faqir 
Mohammad Khokar. 

agreed to consider 
Wednesday the request for 
the liftine of a freeze on her 


assets which was ordered in 
April. 

They adjourned until 
Sept. 9 the hearing of 
charges involving allega- 
tions that the couple 
received kickbacks and 
commissions on govern- 
ment contracts during 
Bhutto's rule. 

Bhutto had requested an 
adjournment until October, 
saying she had heavy com- 
mitments as opposition 
leader. The court asked her 
in make an application 
when she needed to travel 
abroad on dates which 
clash with hearings. 

Bhutto, who was sacked 
as premier in November 
1 9 l, 6 on charges of corrup- 
tion and misrule, has con- 


sistently denied any wrong- 
doing and accused 
Pukisiani authorities of try- 
ing to frame her and her 
family. She hits also hit 
back at a Swiss magistrate 
who has demanded she be 
indicted on money- launder- 
ing charges, saying he had 
acted against the Swiss 
constitution and law. 

The Lahore court last 
month allowed Zardari par- 
tial use of his assets and 
accounts. Zardari lias been 
in jail since Bhutto was 
sacked. He has been 
charged with involvement 
in a conspiracy to murder 
Bhutto's brother Mir 
Murta/u. who died in 
Karachi in September 1996 
in a police shootout. 


Final appeal filed in Spanish 
hit squad convictions 


MADRID I AFP) — The 
former coordinator of 
the Fight against terror- 
ism in Spain's Basque 
region Filed an appeal 
Monday against his con- 
viction* over the I °S3- 
1 9SS “Dirty War' 
against Basque sepa- 
ratists. 

Francisco Alvarez was 
the last to appeal among 
the 12 men sentenced 
Iasi month for involve- 
ment in death squads 
which hunted down 
armed Basque sepa- 
ratists. 

Alvarez was sentenced 
to nine and a half years 
for his role in the affair. 
Former Socialist Interior 
Minister 

Barrionuevo and his 


one-time deputy. Rafael 
Vera, were given 10 


years. 

Former Socialist 
Premier Felipe Gonzalez 
acted as lawyer in 
Barrionuevo and Vera in 
filing their appeals last 
week. The two were ihc 
only men among the 12 
defendants to deny the 
charges. 

Gonzalez was absolved 
by a court in November 
1996 of any responsibil- 
ity in the death squads, 
which were blamed fur 
the murders of 28 mem- 
bers of the Basque ETA 
militant movement. 


Despite the appeals, 
the 12 arc expected lo be 


taken into custody as 
scheduled in September. 


Six oF the defendants, 
including Barrionuevo 
and Vera, were Found 
guilty of illegal deten- 
tion and embezzlement 
of public funds in the 
1983 kidnapping of 
Spanish-born French 
businessman S eg undo 

Marey, in the first action 
claimed by the GAL 
death squads. 

Five others, all but one 
of them cx-policc offi- 
cers. were found guilty 
of illegal detention, 
while a twelfth, also an 
ex-police officer, was 
found guilty of complic- 
ity in the detention. 

The sentences ranged 
from two years and four 
months to 10 years in 


prison. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Japan studies successor to 
home-grown rocket next year 


-rnKYO (AFP) — Japan’s trade ministry will begin studies. 

to the home-grown H-2A nxte 
launcher now under development aiming for a cbeapg pro^ 
ucLan official said Monday. “We pkmto requ^t an 
of 30 million yen ($207,000) under the state budga forfisgT 
1999 (stoning in April) fora study group of spaamduaiy^ 
pie and academics.'’ a ministry official said- The group jiafc. 
discuss a rough outline of the successor, including MmOatig 
methods and costs, he said Japan suffered a major blow to® 
ambitious space programme in February when me launch ofa 
$■*6- million communications test satellite railed when it was 
released too early from an H-2 rocket It was the country's first 
failed launch from the southern island of Tane^stot afler 
five successful Wast-offs since 1994. The H-2 is the first fi%-' 
Japanese built rocket. It is a two-stage. Uquid-fud propulsion 
rocket and a rival to the European Ariane-4. The nation is 
already developing the H-2 A rocket, a higb-perfotmance but 
cheaper version of the H-2. for an expected launch m 2000. It 
aims to slash the launch costs to below 8.5 billion yen, less than 
half the cost for the preceding H-2. The launch cost for the H- 
ZA's successor could be “far less" than 8.5 billion yen, the trade 
ministry official quoted space industry sources as saying. 


Farmers meet emu 
running with their cattle 


GREAT FALLS, Montana ( AP) — Home, home on the range, 
where the deer and die emu play. Emu? Edward Hastings and 
his sister were repairing a water tank last week when their cat- 
tle plodded into the field with an odd escort — an emu. The 1 J 
metre, 45 JdJogramme flightless Australian bird ran to them for 
water. "It was pretty strange seeing this emu running with bur 
cows.” said Hasting's sister, Roberta Sehuchard. “He was crazy 
that day." Since then the emu has spent its time peacefully eat- 
ing grass and roaming between Hastings’ pasture and a neigh- 
bour's. Hastings checks in on the bird daily while harvesting. 
Ms. Sehuchard said she doesn't know of anyone in the area 
who own emus or similar-looking ostriches. She called the 
sheriff’s office Friday in hopes of finding the owner. ‘It wasn’t 
a nuisance or anything. The cows aren't too upset about it,” she 
said. "But if it were my animal. I’d want somebody to turn it 
in." Ted Funyak. a county anim al control officer, planned to 
capture the emu Monday and take it to a local ostrich farm until 
someone claims it. “It's not going anywhere right now,” he 
said. “It just wanders right up to you, but whether it'll do that 
when we grab it will be another story. ” he said. 


Pilot rescued after U.S. fighter jet 
crashes off S. Korea 


SEOUL (AFP) — A U.S. Air Force pilot was rescued by a fish- 
ing boat after his F-l 6 fighter jet crashed Monday off the coast 
of South Korea, the defence ministry said. Tbe 31 -year-old 
pilot, who was alone in the jet, was said to be uninjured fol- 
lowing the crash into the sea off the eastern seaboard port of 
Anin. the official said. The accident occurred at 6:10 pan, 
(09 10 GMT) about one kilometre off the coast near the town of 
Kangrung. The pilot was hauled from the water by a South 
Korean fishing boat operating in the area and taken to tbe near- 
by 18th Fighter Group of the South Korean Air Force. Yonhap 
news agency said. The aircraft was on a routine mission which 
was not connected with joint U.S.-South Korean waigames 
currently underway here, die defence ministry said. The UJS. 
forces in Seoul were not immediately available for comment on 
the accident Around 37,000 U.S. troops are stationed in South 
Korea to defend against possible attacks by Communist North 
Korea. About 13,000 U.S. troops and an unspecified number of 
Seoul troops are holding a 1 3-day joint exercise condemned 
"Ulchi Focus Lens." North Korea's propaganda machine has 
been railing against the operation calling it an act of aggression. 


Police find marijuana 
growing next door 


WTNSTED. Connecticut (AP) — That's why they call it dope. 
Two people were arrested Friday for allegedly growing mari- 
juana on their back porch, less than 90 metres from polk* 
headquarters — in plain sight of the patrol car p arkin g lot An 
anonymous tip alerted cops. “The voice at the other end of the 
line just said, "Go outside to your parking lot and look at the 
building next door." SgL Paul Campi said Saturday. “So that's 
what I did, and I couldn't believe what I saw.” Police seized 
three, I -metre plants and almost 28 grammes of packaged mar- 
ijuana. along with smoking paraphernalia. Deborah J. 
Bouchez. 44. and Jason J. Heacock, 1 9. were char ge d with cul- 
tivating marijuana and possession. 


Myanmar passenger plane missing 
with 39 people on board 


BANGKOK (AFP) — An Air Myanmar passenger plane car- 
lying 39 people disappeared Monday after taking off from 
Trangon. prompting a joint search by Thai and M yanma r avia- 
uon authorities, Thai officials said The Fokker F-27 turboprop 
plane left Yangon early Monday but never arrived at the town 

of Tachilek in the remote eastern Shan state near the border with 
Thailand, a source in the Thai defence ministry told AFP. The 
source said Myanmar authorities contacted their Thai counter- 
parts to help in an air search for the missing plane, which was 
believed to involve at least one Thai helicopter. Foreign dhplo- 
manc sources m Myanmar said poor weather in Tachilek meant 
[he plane had been unable to land and was ordered instead to 
“ Myanmar town of He Ho or the Thai city of Chang 
Mai. Officials at both airports had been notified but no more bad 
been heard from (he plane. The area where the plane went miss- 
!^' S and sparsely populated. It also forms part of the 

yoiaen Triangle opium-growing region. Government officials 
m Mvanmar confirmed the plane was missing and said they 
were wailing for reports. No further details were immediately 

was undemo °d to be a regular domestic 
wee leaving Yangon about 8.30 aan. (0200 GMT) and due id 
lake about two hours to reach Tachilek. ' . 


Missing cat lost one life in tornado 
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Flood victims gather at a school, one of the few dry places at the Narayganj River port near Dhaka, as they wait 
for relief goods. The floods, which have killed more than 370 people, inundated much of the town, which is a major 
business centre tn the country (Reuters photo) 


Ganges River claims three lives in 
Bangladesh floods, death toil nears 400 


DHAKA (AFP.) — Rising 
water levels on the Ganges 
River have claimed three 
more lives and pushed the 
death toll in six weeks of 
relentless floods in 
Bangladesh to 395. offi- 
cials and press reports said 
Monday. 

The latest deaths were 
reported from western dis- 
trict of Rajshahi. where an 
embankment was under 
threat from the raging 
Ganges, a health control 
official said- 

The army was posted to 
clear a huge traffic jam on a 
key highway liaking Dhaka 
with. the southeastern port 
city of Chittagong and 
northeastern tea-growing 
district of^Sylhet after 
roads woe -submerged by 
* floodwataFSi VL > - 


A photographer said up to 
8,000 heavy trucks were 
stranded on the highway. 

Officials at the Flood 
Forecasting Centre (FFC) 
have blamed an exception- 
ally high tide in the Bay of 
Bengal and an “alarming” 
rise in the Ganges River for 
the worsening flood situa- 
tion. 

New areas were sub- 
merged Monday in and 
around Dhaka. 

Meanwhile, Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina 
Wajed Monday identified 
clogged rivers as the major 
cause for massive flood- 
ings. 

“Through massive dredg- 
ing (of waterways) we 
could save the people from 
recurring floods as well as 
create- , new, lands through 


reclamation,” she was 
quoted as saying by the 
official BSS news agency 
during a meeting with a 
ruling Awami League affil- 
iated union. 

Foreign Minister Abdus 
Samad Azad Sunday said 
Bangladesh would wel- 
come any help in the face 
of its worst floods in a 
decade which have cost at 
least S222.5 million in 
damages including $146.4 
million to agriculture 
aiooe. 

“We welcome any form 
of assistance, including 
rehabilitation, infrastruc- 
ture development and 
dredging of rivers, from 
any government, interna- 
tional agencies, and devel- 
opment partners,” he told 
Dhaka-based ambassadors 


during a briefing. 

Sheikh Hasina said 
Bangladesh would have 
evolve a proper water man- 
agement system to avoid 
floods and save water dur- 
ing the monsoon season for 
the winter dry period. 

BSS said Narayanganj. 
Madaripur, Munshiganj, 
Manikganj and Narsinghdi 
districts, mostly in central 
Bangladesh, have been 
submerged under knee- 
deep water. 

However, there were 
signs of improvement in 
eight districts and another 
eight remained static, BSS 
said. 

Up to 30 million people 
have been made homeless 
by floods over the past 
weeks, the longest recorded 
period of flooding. 


U.N. pulls all foreign aid 
staff out of Afghanistan 


Myanmar 

passenger 

plane 

missing 

with 39 

people 

BANGKOK (AFP) — An 
Air Myanmar passenger 
plane carrying 39 people 
disappeared Monday after 
taking off from Yangon, 
prompting a joint search 
by Thai and Myanmar avi- 
ation authorities. Thai 
officials said. 

The Fokker F-27 turbo- 
prop plane left Yangon 
early Monday but never 
arrived at the town of 
Tachilek in the remote 
eastern Shan state near the 
border with Thailand, a 
source in the Thai defence 
ministry told AFP. 

The source said Myanmar 
authorities contacted their 
Thai counterparts to help 
in an air search for the 
missing plane, which was 
believed to involve at 
least one Thai helicopter. 
Foreign diplomatic 

sources in Myanmar said 
poor weather in Tachilek 
meant the plane had been 
unable to land and was 
ordered instead to land in 
the Myanmar town of He 
Ho. or the Thai city of 
Chiang Mai. 

Officials at both airports 
had been notified but no 
more had been heard from 
the plane. The area where 
the plane went missing is 
rugged and sparsely popu- 
lated. It also forms pan of 
the Golden Triangle 
opium-growing region. 
Government officials in 
Myanmar confirmed the 
plane was missing and 
said they were waiting for 
reports. . 

No further details were 
immediately available. 
The flight was understood 
to be . a regular domestic 
service leaving Yangon 
about 8.30 a.m. (0200 
GMT) and due to take 
about two hours to reach 
Tachilek. 


ISLAMABAD (R) — All for- 
eigners working for the United 
Nations in Afghanistan have 
left the country for security rea- 
sons. a UJS. spokesperson said 
Monday. 

“All die United Nations pro- 
grammes in Afghanistan are 
being carried out by the 
Afghan staff ... like health care, 
refugee assistance and de-min- 
ing,” Sarah Russell told 
Reuters. 

She said the foreign staff had 
been taken out of Afghanistan 
but local Afghan staff was car- 
rying out the work as usual. 

About 36 expatriates work- 
ing for the United Nations 
were evacuated from 
Afghanistan for security rea- 
sons after the United States 
carried out missile attacks in 
Khost in eastern Afghanistan 
Thursday, killing at least 21 
people and wounded 53. 

The ON. and dozens of aid 
agencies working in 
Afghanistan feared retaliations 
by militants following the U.S. 
strikes. 

Friday an Italian army officer 
working fee the UN. was shot 
dead and another French col- 


PRETORIA (AFP) — A 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRQ minister 
Monday blasted South Africa 
for alleged underhand 
manoeuvres a day after 
President Nelson Mandela led 
regional powers in an urgent 
appeal for a ceasefire in the 
DRC. 

Justice Minister Mwenze 
Koogolo also said President 
Laure nt Kabila's DRC would 
only engage in peace talks 
after troops from Rwanda and 
Uganda withdrew from the 
country, a statement he also 
made on Radio Ranee 

Internationale. 

He told reporters in Pretoria 
that troops from Angola and 
Zimbabwe, who were support- 
ing the DRC government, 
would not be required to leave. 

“We are a legitimate govern- 
ment, we have the right to 
have any troops we want,” said 
Konsolo. While Zimbabwe 


league was wounded by gun- 
men in Kabul in apparent retal- 
iation against the strikes. 

After the shootings in Kabul 
most of the relief agencies 
pulled out their expatriate staff. 

Exact numbers were 
unknown, but a U.S. embassy 
spokesman in Islamabad said 
to his knowledge all the 
American nationals, around 
20, were accounted for. A 
British embassy official said 
about 20 of its nationals, along 
with Irish and New Zeal and aid 
workers, had also returned 
from Afghanistan. 

Anti-Western protesters 
stormed and damaged a UN. 
office in Jalalabad, and another 
non-government organisation's 
compound in the ancient 
southeast city of Herat was 
attacked and partially 
destroyed. 

Precautions were taken 
agains t anti-Western sentiment 
turning violent in Pakistan, 
close to the Afghan border, 
where aid workers were told to 
stay home. 

Abdul Rahman, a national 
project professional working 
for the Food and Agriculture 


and Angola have sent solders 
to bock the Kinshasa regime, 
the latter accuses Rwanda and 
Uganda of “aggression" in 
support of the rebels. 

Speaking in an interview 
broadcast Monday by RFL 
Kabila’s envoy said: “What 
the (DR) Congo understands 
by a ceasefire is the immediate 
withdrawal of foreign troops, 
in the event those of Rwanda 
and Uganda. 

‘That is our understanding 
of a ceasefire.” 

Kongolo. who participated 
in Sunday's regional summit, 
alleged that the South Africans 
were engaged in “behind-cur- 
tains manoeuvres not likely to 
bring peace”. 

The outburst struck a discor- 
dant note a day after the 
Southern African 

Development Community 

(SADC) unanimously backed 
a resolution supporting the 
DRC government and colling 


Organisation (FAO) in the 
Pakistani border town of 
Peshawar, said FAO workers 
had been told not to come to 
woik and to hide their UN. 
vehicles. 

He said the same instructions 
had been given to staff in 
Kabul 

Most of the FAO’s ex patriate 
staff was on leave as harvests 
were already completed, and 
they had been told not to return 
until further notice, Rahman 
said. 

UN. sources in Islamabad 
said all offices of the United 
Nations were closed Monday 
for security reasons and only 
local staff would return to weak 
Tuesday. No other details were 
immediately available. 

Foreign journalists visiting 
Peshawar, a city on the 
Pakistan side of the Khyber 
Pass in North West Frontier 
Province, were advised by 
locals to stay in their hotels and 
not to travel unaccompanied as 
the US. air strikes had 
inflamed anti-Western senti- 
ment. They were also told to 
stay away from Afghan 
refugee camps. 


for an immediate ceasefire in 
the DRC and a troop standstill. 

Kongolo said a signal from a 
South African Airways (SAA) 
aircraft had been intercepted in 
a rebel-held area of eastern 
DRC Sunday night. 

“We learnt yesterday 
(Sunday) evening from differ- 
ent reliable sources that a 
South African aeroplane from 
SAA was intercepted by our 
radios, asking for permission 
to land in Goma at around 6:00 
p.m. yesterday," Kongolo told 
a press conference in Pretoria. 

“We informed the South 
African government and we 
are still waiting for their expla- 
nation. 

“Congo believes that such 
behind-curtains manoeuvres 
are not likely to bring peace in 
this country,” Kongolo said. 

Foreign Affairs spokesman 
Machiel van Niekerk said: “As 
far as we know, there is no 
such plane in Goma-” 


Congo minister blasts underhand S. Africa 


Serbs pound central 
Kosovo, say KLA regroups 


PRISTINA, Serbia (R) — 
Serb artillery pounded 
areas near Kosovo's airport 
Monday, sending civilians 
fleeing amid signs sepa- 
ratist rebels scattered by a 
recent offensive were 
regrouping. 

Civilians fled the villages 
of Magma and Leletic, 
about 12 km southwest of 
the provincial capital 
Pristina, as Serbs bombard- 
ed mountainous areas near- 
by, witnesses said. 

Both villages were in 
flames and civilians could 
be seen escaping onto the 
main road. 

The fighting took place 
on (he southeast flank of 
Golec Mountain, which 
local Serb sources say is 
the site of an important 
Serb military installation 
and is topped by two com- 
munications masts. 

It was the second day in a 
row that Serb forces used 
their firepower, including 
artillery and heavy 
machineguns. in the area 
near the airport and west 
and southwest of Pristina. 

Serb sources in Pristina 
said bands of separatist 
Kosovo Liberation Army 
(KLA) guerrillas broken up 


in fighting around 
Komorane, west of 
Pristina, were regrouping. 

“It is probably an attempt 
to regain control of com- 
munications in order to be 
taken seriously for future 
(peace) negotiations,” said 
a source who demanded 
anonymity. 

The ethnic Albanian daily 
Bujku quoted Dzafer Satri, 
minister of information for 
a government-in-exile in 
Geneva, as saying that four 
days ago the KLA had 
formed a headquarters for 
western Kosovo. 

The headquarters covered 
58 villages in the region 
and its command structure 
was run by professional 
soldiers, the report said. 

The KLA, which began 
an open rebellion in 
February for independence 
for Kosovo and its ethnic 
Albanian majority, was 
pushed back in a massive, 
month-long Serb offensive 
that began in July. 

But despite Serb police 
and army troops retaking 
almost all towns and vil- 
lages that bad fallen to the 
KLA. fighting has contin- 
ued. with casualties mount- 
ing on both sides. 


Late Sunday night, the 
bodies of 10 ethnic 
Albanians believed to have 
been killed along the 
Aibanian-Mootenegro bor- 
der were taken to the 
morgue in Djakovica, west 
of Pristina, the ethnic 
Albanians’ Kosovo 

Information Centre said. 

It said only one of the 
bodies, that of Adem 
Dervisi, 62, of the village 
of Batusa, had so far been 
identified. The KIC, whose 
report could not be inde- 
pendently verified, gave no 
further details. 

Serb sources released the 
identity of a policeman 
killed Sunday near 
Komorane, saying that 
Goran Andric, 23. of 
Belgrade was killed and 
five other policemen were 
wounded when police and 
army troops came under 
fire. 

Yugoslav Army Pristina 
Corps spokesman Zeljko 
Zirojevic said late Sunday 
that armed groups of 
Kosovo Albanians had so 
far caused a total of 146 
armed incidents and that 
border guards had “liqui- 
dated more than 450 terror- 
ists”. which is the Serb 


authorities* term for KLA 
rebels. 

He said the army had 
seized more than 900 rifles, 
200 machineguns. 20 
recoil less cannon, 70 rock- 
et-propelled grenade 
launchers and mortars, over 
700 rounds of RPG and 
mortar ammunition and 
more than 450.000 rounds 
of small-arms ammunition. 
He gave no timeframe. 

Western powers have 
called upon Yugoslav 
President Slobodan 

Milosevic, the country's 
dominant politician, to end 
the offensive against the 
KLA but so far, despite 
huge gains against the 
rebels, "Serb forces have 
kept up their attacks. 

Ethnic Albanian political 
leader Ibrahim Rugova, 
who advocates passive 
resistance to Serb rule, has 
named a five-man negotiat- 
ing team for talks that 
Rugova suspended in June 
because of the Serb mili- 
tary buildup. No dates for 
meetings with a Serb dele- 
gation have been set and 
Western envoys pushing 
for the talks have said it 
will be a Jong and slow 
process. 


Aung San Suu Kyi ends 
stand-off with junta after 13 days 


YANGON (AFP) — 
Myanmar opposition leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi Monday 
ended her 13-day roadside 
stand-off with the junta and 
returned to Yangon amid 
concerns for her health, 
diplomats and sources in 
her National League for 
Democracy (NLD) said. 

She had earlier refused to 
turn back after being pre- 
vented, for the fourth time 
in recent weeks, from dri- 
ving to meet provincial 
supporters. 

Some diplomats said she 
was believed to have 
returned to her Yangon 
compound in an ambu- 
lance, while others said she 
came home in a private car 
with an ambulance close 
behind. 

“From what we under- 
stand she's in reasonable 
condition but we don't 
know any more details at 
this stage,” one diplomatic 
source said. 

A Western envoy added 
that if her condition bad 


been serious, the Nobel 
peace laureate would have 
been taken to a hospital 
rather than home. 

A s imil ar stand-off last 
month ended when she was 
forcibly returned to Yangon 
after supporters expressed 
concern about her health. 

NLD sources said they 
did not know why she had 
ended her latest protest but 
she had this time returned 
to Yangon voluntarily and 
might have been respond- 
ing to her family’s fears for 
her health. 

The NLD leader had been 
camped out on a bridge in a 
minibus 25 kilometres 
northwest of Yangon since 
being stopped. 

The NLD earlier said 
Aung San Suu Kyi was 
committed to staying at the 
site until all NLD members 
detained or made subject to 
travel restrictions in recent 
months were released. 

Yangon's military gov- 
ernment released a state- 
ment welcoming Aung San 


Suu Kyi’s return, saying 
she was accompanied by 
two personal physicians 
who had been allowed to 
treat her earlier in the day. 

“Ms. Suu Kyi had been 
complaining of constipa- 
tion and dehydration, com- 
mon ailments that are easi- 
ly treatable,” the statement 
said, adding that the gov- 
ernment had supplied her 
with food and water during 
her silent protest. 

The junta also said it had 
earlier Monday held “firank 
and cordial” meetings with 
NLD central committee 
members Than Tun and Soe 
Myint. A similar meeting, 
which was the first this 
year, was held last week. 

“The government hopes 
that the NLD appreciates 
the beginning of the period 
of a conciliation and under- 
standing and to continue its 
cooperation and mutual 
help in building a better 
future for the people of 
Myanmar,” the statement 
said. 


The NLD said the pair 
met Home Affairs Minister 
Colonel Tin Hliang on 
behalf of NLD chairman 
Aung Shwe. “Each side 
clarified their own posi- 
tion.” the NLD said in a 
statement, without explain- 
ing why Aung Shwe did not 
attend the meeting. 

The meeting took place as 
up to 150 people staged a 
sit-down protest at an inter- 
section in Yangon before 
riot police dispersed them. 
They were demonstrating 
in support of the pro- 
democracy movement and 
its move to convene parlia- 
ment, witnesses said. 
Several dozen were report- 
edly areested. 

The junta has said the 
NLD’s decision Iasi Friday 
to convene the parliament 
which was elected in 1990 
but never allowed to sit 
would be illegal. 

The NLD-led opposition 
won the 1990 polls by a 
landslide but the junta has 
refused to relinquish power. 


Cambodia election protest 
continues with vigil at parliament 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) 
— Thousands of chant- 
ing and cheering 
Cambodian opposition 
supporters launched a 
sitdown vigil outside 
parliament Monday to 
protest last month’s 
elections. 

Heavily-armed police 
cordoned off streets 
around the National 
Assembly building 
near the Royal Palace 
in downtown Phnom 
Penh as the protesters 
began to set np a tent 
city. 

Police took no steps 
to move the protesters, 
who had formed their 
own barricades behind 
the police cordons. 
Many carried banners 
and signs denouncing 
the July 26 polls and 
strongman Hun Sen. 

It was believed to be 
the first-ever sitdown 
protest in Cambodia. 

Members of the pub- 
lic approached the 
tents and gave small 
donations for food, 
water and sleeping 
mats. Many of the 
donations were less 
than $1 — the average 
wage for a civil servant 
in Cambodia is only 
$12-18 a month. 

Leading opposition 
politician Sam Rainsy 
said he would join 
some 500 protesters, 


most of them wearing 
yellow ribbons symbol- 
ising democracy, in 
spending a first night 
in the park. 

Ten members of the 
outgoing parliament 
bad indicated they 
would stay overnight 
but the possibility of 
rain was expected to 
dampen their enthusi- 
asm. 

The vigil started with 
more than 1,500 people 
turning up, but after 
speeches by Sam 
Rainsy and officials 
from the royalist 
FUNCINPEC party of 
deposed co-Premier 

Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh, the num- 
bers dwindled. 

Sam Rainsy said sev- 
eral hundred volun- 
teers would remain 
outside parliament, 
eating and sleeping 
there “24 hours a day 
as long as oar com- 
plaints are not 
addressed properly.” 
The crowd was mainly 
peaceful but at one 
point they tried to 
attack a westerner who 
was passing out leaflets 
critical of Prince 
Ranariddh. Party offi- 
cials held the would-be 
attackers off and police 
later removed the 
unidentified man. 

“We have suffered for 


20 years and got noth- 
ing,” senior FUNCIN- 
PEC official Lu 
Laysreng told the 
crowd. ‘Now we have 
to sacrifice in order to 
get what we want.” 
Earlier, Sam Rainsy 
exhorted a crowd of 
between 3,000 and 
5,000 at the capital’s 
Olympic Stadium to go 
to parliament and 
remain there indefi- 
nitely. 

The crowd at the sta- 
dium was about 4,000 
less than the number 
that attended a similar 
rally Sunday, defying 
threats and fears of 
violence spurred by a 
grenade attack last 
week that killed one 
person. 

The success of 
Sunday’s rally bad led 
Sam Rainsy 's self- 
named party and 
FUNCINPEC to cancel 
Monday's planned 
demonstration and 
protest inarch. 

“Not everyode got 
word of the cancella- 
tion,' 1 one senior Sam 
Rainsy Party official 
said of the crowd gath- 
ered at the stadium 
Monday. “But it shows 
that people are defi- 
nitely angry at the elec- 
tion process.” 

In a joint statement 
released late Sunday. 


the two parties said 
they were calling off 
mass demonstrations 
for one week to give 
election authorities 
time to address their 
complaints. 

Final official election 
returns are expected to 
be released Saturday. 

Preliminary official 
returns show Second 
Prime Minister Hun 
Sen’s Cambodian 
People’s Party (CPP) 
winning the largest 
number of seats in par- 
liament but not enough 
to form a government 
on its own. 

The opposition, 
which stands to take 
the rest of the seats, has 
refused a coalition with 
the CPP and vowed to 
boycott parliament 
unless its fraud com- 
plaints are resolved. 

The National Election 
Committee rejected all 
of the opposition’s 
complaints and the 
Constitutional Council, 
Cambodia's highest 
appeals body, has 
refused to reconsider 
most of them. 

A boycott would lead 
to a constitutional cri- 
sis with the assembly 
unable to meet and no 
government formed 
after the current par- 
liament’s mandate 
expires on Sept. 24. 
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Waiting for 
prosecutor decision 


THE DECISION of the new government to 
send the file on the water debacle to the pros- 
ecutor general for further judicial follow-up 
may suggest that there is already a prima 
facie case of criminal negligence. Ordinary 
cases of negligence are never submitted to the 
prosecutor general for investigation and pros- 
ecution. On the other hand, one need not read 
too much into the move. The public attorney 
may still find no justification for criminal 
prosecution of any official who may have been 
implicated in the crisis. Besides prosecution 
of ministers, for example, requires an indict- 
ment from a two-thirds majority of the Lower 
House. Obviously one is not there yet 

Furthermore, it could be difficult to prove 
criminal intent in the water crisis. It is simply 
far-fetched that an official of whatever stature 
or rank would deliberately disrupt the safe 
and free flow of water to the people. At worse, 
there could have been only negligence of non- 
criminal nature. This does not mean that non- 
criminal negligence may escape accountabili- 
ty. Once the prosecutor determines that there 
is no case of criminal negligence, as we sus- 
pect he will, the government must redirect its 
attention to make all officials who may be 
implicated in the problem accountable for 
their negligence. 

Water is so essential an d basic to life that its 
free and safe flow imposes a higher degree of 
responsibility on all concerned. However, only 
w hen the degree of wrong-doing in such a sit- 
uation borders on wanton and gross negli- 
gence, could there be room for criminal 
accountability even though there is no crimi- 
nal intent 

What could be even more relevant is the dis- 
tribution of the governmental report on the 
water situation. It was expected the report 
would be made public a long time ago so the 
public could assess the problem. With aU the 
talk in favour of transparency, we thought it 
was an appropriate time to put this new 
guideline to the test Once the prosecution 
decides whether to prosecute or not, we hope 
that the investigation committee report will 
be released to the press as had been original- 
ly intended. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Ra'i's Tarcq Masanveh argued that Arab silence on 
U.S. missile bombings, in Sudan and Afghanistan paves 
the road for further unjustified “ami -terrorist” measures by 
the L\S and Israel. He called on the Arab World to face up 
to such organised terrorism "launched by the U.S.. prac- 
tised b> Israel and supported by Europe.” Masanveh said 
unless there is significant criticism now. in the future it 
may not be possible to stop governments, such as that of 
Israeli Premier Bcnyumin Netanyahu, from launching 
unjustified attacks against any part of the Arab World 
under the banner of an anti-terrorist campaign. Retaliation 
in Lebanon for supposed Hizbollah attacks would be an 
obvious such move. Masanveh said. The writer asked 
where the relationship is between such widely condemned 
terrorist bombings as in Nairobi and Dar Es Salam. funda- 
mentalist offences in Luxor, etc. and the bombing of a 
pharmaceutical plant in Sudan? Apart from the fact that 
some of the fiercest terrorist organisations operating today, 
such as the Taleban. until recently enjoyed U.S. support 
and funding. Masaruch argued, a distinction needs to be 
made between such groups and countries, such as Libya, 
Sudan and Iraq, with whom the U.S. is raging a private 
war, serving nothing but American self-interests. 


Al Dustour’s Jihad Momani commented on the changing 
of the government, saying any new government would be 
welcomed since it is the departure of Majali's government 
which Jordanians have been waiting for. Momani lauded 
the abilities of new Prime Minister Fayez Tarawneh. call- 
ing him "an enthusiast from the south, who will not act in 
a rash manner, hut will look in depth into ail problems 
Jordan is facing." Momani commented on the youth of 
Tarawneh. who if he handles his pan well could still have 
a long political future in the Kingdom. The transparency 
called for by His Majesty King Hussein, will be a prime 
objective for the new government, the writer said. 
Momani said the press will support any step towards open- 
ness and not use it to lash out at the government. The 
writer urged Tarawneh to combat the corruption created 
under previous governments. He said Jordan needs a cab- 
inet that is willing to act for the long-term benefit of the 
country. Continuous governments in the past have not 
worked to solve problems, instead they passed on respon- 
sibility from one government to another, said Momani. 


View from the Fourth Circle 


Rami G. Khouri 


Terror, the United States, and 



the Middle East 


once again 


NEW YORK — The United Srates and the largely Arab- 
Islamic Middle East have been brought together again 
this week in a blaze of military violence, harsh rhetoric, 
and contorted emotions, the U.S. bombing of 
Afghanistan and Sudan is the central act in a drama that 
once again threatens to launch a long-term confrontation 
between America and "Islamic terrorists” or "fundamen- 
talist Islam." as they are usually called here. From the 
always amazing and enjoyable perspective of New York 
and the north-east American hinterland, the context of 
what is going on seems to me as fascinating as the par- 
ticularities of the day-to-day events. 

This has been, even for contemporary America, a dra- 
matic week, combining in one super-spectacle four 
seemingly different events — President Clinton’s testi- 
mony before a grand jury and his televised admission of 
an inappropriate (sexual) relationship with Monica 
Lewinsky, the American missile strikes against targets in 
Afghanistan and Sudan following the bombings of the 
U.S. embassies in Africa, the attorney- general's revived 
assessment of whether Vice President Al Gore’s solicita- 
tion of political contributions from within the White 
House was illegal, and — the event that will certainly 
prove to be the most historically durable — Mark 
McGwire’s relentless drive to break the record of 61 
home runs in a single baseball season (the added dra- 
matic touch Saturday being the news that he takes a 
legal but controversial muscle-building drug). 

What is most fascinating about these four issues — 
and what brings them together into a compelling and 
integrated reflection of American society — is not the 
materialism, sensationalism, ideology, or sheer enter- 
tainment value inherent in all of them, in one way or 
another. It is, rather, the dimension of morality. The 
issue of right and wrong, of good and bad, runs through 
all these matters. In some cases the morality dimension 
is projected on its own. while in others it is juxtaposed 
with legal issues. Every case has two parallel dynamics: 
the behaviour of the protagonist is held up for scrutiny, 
admiration or scorn, while at the same time the reaction 
of the American public at large or the government is also 
subjected to endless analysis and exhortation. 

The common moral thread running through these and 
other events in the United States is impressive by any 
standards: it is. simply, that public figures should con- 
form to both the law of the land and a high standard of 
moral behaviour that shuns things like marital sexual 
infidelity, lying, and other such sins. Explicit in this 
emphasis on high morality is the assumption that people 
will sin now and then, but that they can be forgiven and 


redeemed if they admit Iheir mistakes, explain the rea- 
sons for their behaviour, apologise. repenL change their 
behaviour, and return to the righteous life. 

The American stress on morality is sincere, wide- 
spread. endlessly entertaining, very profitable for the 
mass media, and only slightly hypocritical; it is also a 
critical key for Americans who wish to understand why 
their government’s attacks against Afghanistan and 
Sudan'were not widely supported around the world. 

The prevalent reaction in the United States to the 
bombings of two American embassies in Africa has been 
to see a sort of cultural-religious assault on the 
American way of life by a group of Islamic fanatics who 
are driven by raging, often irrational hatred, fear or other 
troubled emotions. The tone and substance of the many 
statements and background briefings by U.S. govern- 
ment officials this week have centered on the idea that 
the American attacks against facilities in Sudan and 
Afghanistan were the start of a long war that would last 
for years or decades, a war that some have even started 
comparing to the Cold War in terms of its likely nature, 
intensity, stakes, cost and duration. 

Officials and commentators alike portray the Islamist 
militants such as Osama Ben Laden as a threat to 
American civilisation, one that has to be fought with 
vigour and determination. Some commentators say that 
Americans are being attacked simply because they are 
Americans. Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said 
that the United States has "to deal over the long run with 
what is the very serious threat to our way of life.” 

The powerful morality factor in American life requires 
that public issues be framed in black-and-white, good- 
and-bad terms. This is the natural consequence of a 
nation bom on the basis of a quest for religious and 
political freedom, and now heavily defined by the free 
market’s tendency to make everything in life — includ- 
ing the presidency and the world — an entertainment- 
based marketable commodity. This is evident in what 
has happened after the shocking, unacceptable attacks 
against the U.S. embassies in Nairobi and Dar es-Salam. 
The United States has identified Osama Ben Laden’s 
group as the vanguard of the enemy that threatens 
American civilisation and its globalising mission, and 
the U.S. has now declared long-term war against this 
enemy. American actions, it seems, will be unilateral, 
global, violent, and based purely on what Washington 
perceives to be appropriate. 

AH the world, including the Middle East, agrees with 
the United States in rejecting terror as an instrument of 
policy: but. most of the world also rejects the American 


habit of unilateral military action as a response to or 
deterrent of terror. The fact that so many people m the 
Middle East and around the world who reject terrorism 
also do not enthusiastically support the American bomb- 
ing of alleged terrorist facilities should cause morally 
exuberant Americans to explore the reasons for this. In. 
between being bombed and bombing others in an end- 
less cycle of senseless violence, Americans would do 
well to examine their country’s role and actions around 
the world, to see if defective or double-standard 
American policies may explain why unilateral American 
militarism as a response to terror is not enthusiastically 
supported in many other countries. Such an assessment, 
to be useful, should take place within an intellectual and 
cultural context that is slightly more sophisticated than 
the simplistic, black-and-white televised hyper-morality 
that has come to define American society. There are 
times when the world of American television and the 
world at large do not overlap, and this is one of those 
times. 

The striking thing about both the terror attacks against 
American targets and the solo American military reac- 
tions is how routine and regular they have become in the 
last two decades. Much of the terror and violence can be 
traced back to the relationship between the United States 
and the greater Middle East This tragic, senseless vio- 
lence will not achieve the rights or aims of any party 
involved in it. But it is also real and recurring, and is 
deeply rooted in the behaviour of states, groups and 
individuals who all claim to act on the basis of moral, 
religious and legalistic values. 

Morality is a fine guide for the behaviour of individu- 
als and states, if it is sincere, consistent and universally 
applied. Tt becomes less useful when it is selective and- 
discriminating in its beneficiaries, which is the main 
charge against American policy in the Middle East. This 
does not justify anti-American terror; but it does largely 
explain why America finds little support for its attacks 
against alleged terror facilities. The strong linkage 
between moralistic behaviour, the United States, and 
Middle Eastern realities requires more serious assess- 
ment alongside the global quest to stamp out terror as a 
policy instrument. 

Terror will not go away by itself, even if Barbara 
Walters, Jesse Jackson, and Oprah Winfrey tell it to go 
away. The wider context that breeds terror and violence 
must be addressed with less emotional moralising, and 
more cool-headed rationality. That wider context, like 
the violence itself, repeatedly leads back to the Middle 
East. Is this coincidental, or rationally explainable? 
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Bombs away 


To the editor: 


OBVIOUSLY MONICA did a bad job helping 
the president of the United States recall their 
little leie-a-tcte. So much so that be felt an 
overwhelming urge to go and bomb two coun- 
tries just to take his mind away from that failed 
romance. However, having said that, the claim 
that the bombings were simply a ploy to divert 
public attention, as the media is fond of imply- 
ing, are simply preposterous. A man in 
Clinton's position has nothing more to lose in 
terms of respect. The true reason for the attacks 
on Sudan and Afghanistan is explained the 
utter confusion in U.S. foreign policy matters. 

The information the U.S. "intelligence com- 
munity’’ allegedly gathered from three Kenyan 
fishermen and upon which the U.S. adminis- 
tration decided to act was all concocted. The 
point that desperately needs clarification in this 
whole Western B movie is if the U.S. adminis- 
tration was sure that the factory was producing 
VX nerve gas for lenorists and not simply for 
the recreational use of the Sudanese govern- 
ment then how does Washington explain 


attacking such a facility in the middle of a 
densely populated capital without fear of leak- 
age? 

Assuming VX gas has the same effect on the 
Sudanese as on other humans, a safe assump- 
tion in my opinion, then the loss of innocent 
lives had the factory really been produringVX 
gas would be hard to justify, even by the U.S. 
media. 

The unfortunate fact remains that the U.S- 
needed to send a clear message after the 
Kenya/Tanzania bombings and it did, but as to 
the contents of the message and at whom it was 
directed, no one is certain. 

While the coming UJN. attempts at damage 
control to retain a sense of its credibility and 
integrity after this fiasco promises to be a 
prime time hit comedy. I do not think it will be 
entertaining enough for any one who feels that 
the concept of a world community has van- 
ished to be replaced by a feudal system where 
might is right. 


Drift between Arab Muslims and Christians pleases outside forces 


Bv Rav Manama 


IT CERTAINLY is not intentional, but there 
is a growing drift between Muslim and 
Christian Arab interests that powerful forces 
wish to see continue. 

Years ago. the world spoke in terms of the 
Arab World as the foundation of the Middle 
East crisis and addressed the issues as such. 

Today, the focus is on the Muslim World 
and Islam. And. while many Muslims must 
enthusiastically welcome the recognition, 
they may not be seeing how the narrowing 
of die focus is not only injuring their causes 
but is weakening the Arab cause as well. 

This separation of Christians from 
Muslims by the Western media and politi- 
cians is noticeable in ihe most recent events 
in the Middle East and it is intentional. 

On the one hand. pro-Israeli groups have 
battled for years to separate Christians from 
Muslims in order to make their case easier 
lo sell to the Christian-based Western civil- 


isations. 

Now, they are finally seeing this occur. 

Divisions have always existed between 
Muslims and Christian Arabs, but they have 
been swept under the rug. treated like a case 
of leprosy, ignored when surfaced, and cas- 
tigated when approached. 

There are many potential causes for this 
development, and if Muslims and Christians 
do not recognise the signs and begin 
addressing the problems, the division will 
only serve to undermine both their interests 
while strengthening the interests of Israel. 

Offered in no specific order of importance 
or weighL some of the factors include: 

1. There is a continual effort by enemies 
of the Arab World to see the role of 
Christians downplayed as much as possible 


in order to incite anti-Muslim feelings 
among Christians in the West. 

2. Undercurrents of Christian and Muslim 
Arab discord exist. But rather than address- 
ing the issues and taking steps to heal them, 
community leaders on both sides are opting 
to pretend they don’t exist. Christian and 
Muslim Arabs have failed to lake the initia- 
tive to discuss this problem, believing that 
by not talking about it. the problem will go 
away. 

3. There has been a rise in Islamic organi- 
sations in the United Slates and in the West. 
And while this is good in terms of clarifying 
Muslim related issues to an ignorant 
Western media and government leaders, 
there has been no similar rise in Christian 
Arab based organisations. These high pro- 
file Islamic organisations are becoming 
more politically involved, and arc an exten- 
sion of the already existing network of 
Islamic mosques and religious Inundations 
that exist. On the other hand. Christian- 
based organisations remain founded on 
local church matters and there are no signif- 
icant Christian Arab political organisations. 

4. Thc discussion on issues involving the 
Middle East has taken on a heavy Muslim 
based slant, supported by authoritative 
Muslim organisations in Anwrica. for 
example, and the media, which seeks to por- 
tray issues as controversial as possible. 
Christian Arab issues are being left along 
the roadside of this fast-paced discussion 
cycle. 

5. The American public, lor example, and 
communities throughout the world, arc 
equating all Middle East issues with 
Muslim issues. And. therefore. Arabs arc 
being equated as Muslims. The perception 


is losing its religious diversity to intention- 


al stereotyping and unintentional failure to 
address the issue in a Christian-Muslim 
fashion. 

6 . Anti-Arab hate groups that are funda- 
mentally based in Christianity, and driving 
wedges between Muslims and Christians. 
The most notable arc Neo-Nazi activists 
who. playing down Nazism's historic hatred 
or the Arab peoples, wish to form an alle- 
giance with Muslims. Nazi groups heavily 
criticised in the media are trying to identify 
with similarly persecuted Muslim groups. 

7. Christian and Muslim leaders some- 
times play into the hands of the separation 
of Christians and Muslim interests. Thev are 
now applying a more rigid political parti- 
sanship test to forming new alliances and 
will not work with Christians who espouse 
political views they oppose, such as support 
of the Palestinian- Israeli peace accords. A 
good example was the recent formation of a 
support group in Chicago for a Palestinian 
targeted by Israeli injustice and American 
complicity, Mohammad Jorad. Some mem- 
bers of the Muslim leadership specifically 
stated their desire lo keep certain notable 
Christians out of the support group, accord- 
ing to Christian leaders who are participants 
in the group. 

8. As Middle East issues take on a more 
Muslim profile, many Christian Arabs are 
opting to withdraw and remain silent in the 
public debate, sensing the drift between the 
two groups as a minefield not worth 
addressing- 

9. The Christian presence in the Middle 
East continues to decline at a steady pace, 
including in Palestine. 

10. Religious quota-type guidelines are 
still sometimes relied upon in the formation 
of leadership groups in Arab circles. 


Although it is intended to help keep 
Christians involved, it conveys a sense of 
privilege that only feeds into the differ- 
ences. A good example of this was the deci- 
sion to create several “Christian Seats” in 
the PNA elections to help guarantee tb* - 
election of Christians to the legislative 
council there. This kind of policy is a dou- 
ble edged sword that, not addressed proper- 
ly only feeds into the divisions rather than 
assisting to bring the two natural allies ctos- 
er together. 

Christians and Muslims, historically, 
have fought side by side against all kinds of 


aggression. 

Egypt’s Gamal Abdul Nasser spoke of the 
need to strengthen the Arab cause by identi- 
fying it through Arab nationalism. Today, 
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j **£• unuugn Arao nationalism, looay. 
Aab nationalism is taking a back seal to the 
nse of political Islam and the absence of a 
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strong Christian Arab presence. 

The failure of the Arab community to 
address this troubling trend is indicative of 
the very reason why it exists. 

Arab American Muslim and Christian 
groups must join together to address these 
issues among themselves and develop a 
strategy that would deny our enemies th® 
ability to succeed in pushing us firth* 
apan. * 6 

"Dtese are real issues that, instead of bong 
S6d ’ ** cau *ing internal diviria* 
ana emotional debate because they «« 
oemg ignored. 

m ^ SI r enim to Arab nationalism 

oerore it becomes too late. 


“ an Palestinian American jod? 
naiisi and author. He contributed this (tdf 
cle to the Jordan Tunes. j 
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Mayors plan citizen involvement 
in decision making 


By Rey Rodriguez 

MEXICO CITY — Mayors and representatives 
of 22 Latin American and Caribbean nations 
have pledged to promote decentralisation and 
citizen participation as the only way to over- 
come pressing urban problems. 

Delegates, called together recently under the 
auspices of the United Nations Educational Sci- 
entific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO), 
concluded that the municipalities are “privileged 
places fix citizen participation” and key spaces 
for building “democratic goveraability” 

In order to enrich the process, they exchanged 
experiences on urban policies, citizen participa- 
tion in public life, security, the demographic 
explosion and job creation. UNESCO ideas on 
the issue were presented by its Director General 
Frederico Mayor 

The debate, entitled “citizen participation, 
democratic govemability and culture of peace," 
took globalisation as a point of departure. 

This process, even if representing economic 
modernisation and democratic change for t^rin 
America on die one hand, also generates mar- 
ginalisation, extreme poverty and exclusion on 
racial and gender bases on die other, said those 
present. 

The Mexico City Declaration, made at the end 
of the meeting, described the municipality as a 
suitable space for working on state reform and 
changing attitudes amongst the citizenry. 

“By changing forms of government and social 
practices, participation builds local and national 
democratic govemability, makes government 
management efficient and facilitates the solution 
of problems.” stated the declaration. 

The experience of the Mexican capital was 
held as a shining example in the se minar. The 

16 delegations under Mayor of Mexico, 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas started to organise public 
audiences and create instruments to achieve 
public participation. 

When Cardenas first came to power in 
December 1997, he set up a Consultative Coun- 
cil for the Procuration of Public Justice and 
Security putting an integral participation pro- 
gramme into action for crime prevention in 15 
conflict ridden neighbourhoods. 

In the city of Porto Alegre. Brazil, the method 
of citizen participation in drawing up the public 
budget and in financial control of the municipal- 
ity “bad a favourable outcome on the political 
culture and climate,’' said a former mayor of this 
dty, Thrso Genrp. 

The ; seonnar also touched on other initiatives 
adopted by local governments like the creation 
of neighbourhood committees and policies in 
Caracas, Venezuela, and the decision of the 


mayor’s office of Rosario, Argentina, to spend 
SI per cent of the budget on social programmes. 

The participants agreed the challenge for Latin 
America is to deepen democracy, but this 
process wUl only be possible if there is political 
decentralisation bringing power to the people 
and economic decentralisation generating 
opportunities for all. 

Par mayors like Cila Maria Calderon, from 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, democratic govemability 
does not exist without citizen participation, as 
“both are important for a culture of peace.’’ 

The governors said people participation is 
essentia] in tackling violence and insecurity, 
common enemies for the region’s cities. 

In Caracas, for example, special boxes were 
set up to collect complaints from the citizenry 
against acts of corruption and violence, while in 
San Juan the neighbourhood “Anti-Crime 
Alliance" groups were set up. 

Hie Latin American mayors promised to con- 
front the problems stemming from globalisation, 
like demographic concentration and the aban- 
donment of social welfare policies by the stale, 
while deepening democracy. 

Mayor of Caracas. Antonio Ledezma. recom- 
mended the leaders avoid seeing decentralisa- 
tion or centralisation as the way to solve all their 
problems. Flexibility and participation are the 
true keys, he said. 

Given the great variety of experiences and 
points of view stated in the s eminar in Mexico, 
UNESCO's Mayor proposed building a new 
network of Latin American cities capable of fol- 
lowing the example of the presentations favour- 
ing the solution of common problems. 

This idea was backed by Car denas, who said 
joint action could open spaces for collaboration 
turning the concept of sacrificing the majority of 
the city populations for the benefit of economic 
development on its bead. 

Mayor said die “dominant models have made 
it clear development does not only mean eco- 
nomic growth, because today the ethical issues 
should occupy a more relevant place amongst 
die concerns of governments of big cities.” 

By insisting on die need for people to speak of 
their expectations and participate in public life. 
Mayor gave a modem citizenry version of 
Descartes' immortal words saying “I participate, 
therefore I am.” 

Those present at the seminar recognised their 
projects to encourage dcmocratisation in the 
cities would take a more or less long time to 
come about, fighting against years of a political 
culture where the government is ibe prime and 
only mover, scorning participative efforts. 

— Inter Press 


Slump in goldminmgtndustry brings 
hardship and economic dislocation 


By Alan Martin 

MASERU — Johannes Khe- 
suoeis a broken man with a 
precious dream. 

Until his retrenchment 
four years ago, Kesuoe pro- 
vided for his wife and seven 
children by working in the 
goldmines across the border 
in South Africa. 

Now desperate and desti- 
tute — his 3,000 rand sever- 
ance package long since 
spent — the 20-year veteran 
of the mines hopes against 
hope for a chance to return 
to Egoli, the famed "City of 
Gold.” 

Almost every morning at 
eight, Kbesuoe and about 
100. other laid-off workers 
wail outside the offices of a 
mine-recruiting agency in 
Maseru. 

On some days, a man in a 
green suit comes out, choos- 
es a few workers and quick- 
ly shepherds them into the 
nearby office to sign a con- 
tract. 

Die man in green has not 
appeared for a long time, 
and life in the small, moun- 
tainous ‘'kingdom in the 
sky” has become increasing- 
ly bleak. 

“I have many problems to 
solve, but no money,” says 
Khesuoe. “There are always 
quarrels with my children, 
who blame me for not hav- 
ing money.” 

Since 1987, a slump in the 
South African mining indus- 
try has resulted in the lay-off 
of more than 200,000 min- 
ers, with devastating effects 
on many rural economies in 
southern Africa. Lesotho — 
sometimes described as a 
“fourth world” country — 
has been the hardest hit, 
with 17,000 retrenched in 
the .last 18 months, due to 
what industry analysts 
describe as the “woist-ever 
crisis” to hit the gold mar- 
ket 

Matters came to a head 
last January , when a pro- 
longed period of high rand 
value and low gold prices 
shrank the profitability of 
the local market and left the 
National Union of 
Mmpvorkers (NUM), the 
leading trade union, with no 
choice but to accept the dis- 
missals demanded by the 


mining industry. 

“This has had a very bad 
impact on our economy and 
society,” says PuseJetso 
Salae. coordinator of the 
Basotho Mineworkers 
Labour Cooperative. "Com- 
munities are falling apart, 
especially in the rural areas.” 

For nearly a century, pools 
of cheap migrant labourers 
from all over southern 
Africa have gravitated to the 
mines, the backbone of the 
South African economy. 
Most are illiterate herdboys 
or ill-educated villagers for 
whom going to the mines is 
almost a rite of passage. 

With up to 30 per cent of 
miners’ paychecks being 
remined to their families 
back home, the industry is 
one of the region’s largest 
sources of income and 
employment. 

But as the remittances 
have dried up, so have local 
economies, says Salae. Few 
families have enough money 
to send their children 
beyond primary school. 

Family cohesion is one of 
the first victims of the lay- 
offs. Divorce, although not 
always legal, has skyrocket- 
ed. It is not uncommon for a 
woman — unhappy about 
her husband’s alcoholism or 
used to being the sole deci- 
sion-maker in the household 
— to tell her husband she is 
going to visit her parents 
and not return, adds Salae. 

“Many boys who are not 
able to go to school end up 
leaving the rural areas for 
Maseru where they become 
Tsotsis (thugs).” he says. 
“Girls also come to Maseru 
to get work, but most end up 
as prostitutes. This is a 
direct result of the retrench- 
ments” 

As the poor are pushed 
deeper into poverty by the 
retrenchments, unions and 
mineworkers organisations 
are callin g on the industry to 
bait the layoffs. 

Their appeal intensified 
following the July 
announcement by Gold 
Fields, the second largest 
gold company in South 
Africa, that its operating 
profits — largely as a result 
of currency gains in the 
wake of the rand's collapse 
against the dollar — had 


soared to R207 million 
($4339,344.362), from R17 
($27,868,852.1 million the 
previous year. 

"Rural economies that are 
completely dependent on the 
mines have been blasted by 
the retrenchments,” says 
Kate Philip, chief executive 
officer of the Johannesburg- 
based Mineworkers Devel- 
opment Agency. “The NUM 
made all kinds of conces- 
sions to get the industry out 
of the recent crisis. Now is 
the time to rehire. 

“They're now making 
record profits. The hon- 
ourable thing is to invest in 
programmes or jobs for 
those that paid the price in 
the recent crisis,” she says. 
“Anything else is cynical 
and dishonourable ” 

Philip is also lobbying 
mining companies to con- 
tribute to a R80 million 
($131,147,540) project 
aimed at promoting self- 
employment schemes 
among discarded workers. 

Supported largely by the 
British government and the 
United Nations Develop- 
ment Programme, the pro- 
ject plans to trigger econom- 
ic growth in rural areas most 
affected by the lay-offs. 

Cooperative poultry and 
vegetable farms, bakeries 
and the brewing of indige- 
nous marula beer are among 
the projects under way. 

“The idea is to start with 
local products for local con- 
sumption,” says Philip. “But 
that locks people into low 
margins and poor markets. 
Thechallenge is to build on 
that, to identify more value- 
added opportunities, facili- 
tate a product’s development 
and create linkages into 
more affluent markets." 

The hope is that such 
schemes will also break the 
cycle of despondence and 
dependence gripping many 
former miners, such as Khe- 
suoe, and their families 

The writer is a journalist 

reporting for Gemini News 
Senice from southern Africa 
on a fellowship funded by 
Canada s International 
Dex’elopment Research Cen- 
tre. 

— Gemini News 


Kohl pulls out all stops 



in 


By Erik Kirscftbaum 
Reuters 

BONN — With only five weeks left 
before Germany's election. Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl has turned to heated words 
and hardball tactics to try to revive his 
flagging re-election campaign. 

Appeals to patriotism, populist warnings 
about too many foreigners in Germany, 
"red scare” attacks against communists, 
and ferocious assaults "on the character of 
his opponent, Gerhard Schroeder, are all 
part of Kohl’s attack. The final showdown 
against his more popular challenger began 
at a mass rally on Sunday in Dortmund, 
wiTh an outburst of patriotism and warn- 
ings that the opposition Social Democrats 
were unfit to lead Germany. 

But political analysts doubt whether the 
shrill attacks and patriotic appeals will 
help Kohl win a record fifth term when 
the votes are counted on September 27. 
Dietmar Herz, a political scientist at Bonn 
University, said Germans prefer political 
consensus to polemics. “Kohl is growing 
more aggressive than ever because his 
own supporters are nervous and frustrat- 
ed” Herz said. “The hard line is aimed at 
shoring up support in his own ranks. But 
his attempts to polarise will fail because 
Germans want consensus.” 

Manfred Guellner, director of the Forsa 
research institute, said flirtation with far- 
right themes was dangerous because it 
could invite voters to back far-right par- 
ties. “Many will decide they prefer the 
original far-right parties.” he said. “The 
strategy is dangerous and shows they are 
frustrated that nothing else has worked to 
narrow the gap. Kohl may reach CDU 
(Christian Democratic Union) voters, but 
he’s not adding new voters.” 

Brushing aside polls showing him 
behind, ICohl is throwing every weapon 
into the fray. Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel and other CDU loyalists are being 
sent to the fore to pummel Schroeder with 
diatribes. The chancellor himself fired the 


uphill 

heavy artillery in Dortmund, sounding a 
warning of a dark future for Germany 
without him at the helm. 

"Our country depends on it,” he said, 
adding that his love of fatherland was his 
only motive. "We have to defend our 
republic.’- 

Tbe 68-year-old chancellor plans to 
campaign virtually non-stop between now 
and election day in a dash through 60 
towns and cities that he hopes will help 
erase a four-point deficit in voter surveys. 
In recent speeches, he has made clear he 
will take no prisoners in his uphill fight. 
Kohl slams §chroeder as a phoney and 
calls the SPD a dangerous band of leftists 
who will climb into bed with communists 
to get to power. He predicts political 
instability, rising unemployment and eco- 
nomic ruin if the SPD wins. 

“Schroeder is lying to the people, he is 
lying to people on pensions and he is 
lying to the young people,” said Kohl. 

Even peace in Europe is the work of 
Kohl and his Christian Democrats, Ger- 
man voters are being told. 

“Peace for Germany and Europe was 
never as certain as it is today” Kohl said. 
“That is thanks, above all else, to us.” 

By contrast. Schroeder and SPD leaders 
have refrained from personal attacks on 
Kohl. Schroeder in fact often praises Kohl 
for “historical achievements” in reuniting 
Germany. But Kohl has no intention of 
returning the favour. 

“Schroeder promises everyone every- 
thing” Kohl said. “But I don't think the 
majority of Germans are so dumb and 
unintelligent to comprehend that it is all 
just a big show ” 

Even Schroeder’s personal life has 
become fair game. A popular souvenir T- 
shirt bears the slogan: “Three women 
can’t be wrong about Schroeder,” a biting 
reference to the fact that Schroeder has 
been divorced three times. 

Bernhard Wessels, a political scientist at 
Berlin's Free University, said he doubted 
that Kohl had a chance of winning, but 



Helmut Kohl 


believed he had no choice but to attack 
the opposition with all his firepower in 
the hope of winning back conservative 
voters. 

"By appealing to law-and-order values. 
Kohl is trying" to win back those who 
drifted away to far-right parties” Wessels 
said. “But it’s a risky strategy because it 
pushes to the back burner issues like the 
economy, where he is actually quite 
strong." 

Even members of Kohl's CDU who 
appear the slightest bit disloyal are being 
shunted aside for the climactic battle. 
Defence Minister Voiker Ruehe, for 
instance, was not allowed to speak to the 
Dortmund rally even though he has 
become one of the CDU's most popular 
figures. His crime? He apparently made a 
veiled criticism of the election strategy 
focused on Kohl. 

"That shows he's willing to do almost 
anything to win,” said Herz at Bonn Uni- 
versity. 


Kerala 


By J. John and 
Sindhu Menon 

THIRU VANANTH APU- 
RAM, India — When the 
director of the Tropical 
Botanical Garden and 
Research Institute 

(TBGRI), based in the 
southern Indian city of 
Thiruvanautfaapuram in 
Kerala state, won the pres- 
tigious United Nations 
Borlaug Award this year, 
he was praised for going 
by the rule book in har- 
nessing plants for medici- 
nal use. 

But a group of tribes 
people from the state is 
not so sure. They say the 
institute — a Kerala gov- 
ernment body — is cheat- 
ing them of profits made 
from the industrial pro- 
duction of a medicinal 
plant grown by the tribe. 

And biodiversity cam- 
paigners say the U.N. got 
it wrong for commending 
the institute for its adher- 
ence to the U.N. Conven- 
tion on Biological Diversi- 
ty (CBD), which seeks to 
ensure ihat profits from 
the commercial use of the 
world’s biological wealth 
is shared equitably, 
including by those who 
have nurtured and devel- 
oped knowledge about 
plants for centuries. 

The row centres around 
what TBGRI calls its 
“accidental discovery” of 
a plant with supposedly 
extraordinary therapeutic 
properties in the Western 
Ghats — a hilly, biologi- 
cally-rich pan of south- 
western India. Known as 
Arogyappacha (biological 
name: Trichopus Zeylani- 
cus sub sp. Travancoricus 
Burkill ex Narayanan), the 
plant has been grown and 
used for generations by 
members of an impover- 
ished local tribe called 
Kani. 

The institute’s version of 
the story runs like this: a 
team of Indian ethno-biol- 
ogists led by TBGRI 
Director and Borlaug- win- 
ner Palupu Pushpangadan 
was trekking through the 
Western Ghats to survey 


tribe accuses Indian biologists 
of stealing knowledge 


the tribe in December 
1987 when the scientists 
complained of tiredness. 

But two Kani guides to 
the expedition, who had 
been munching some 
"small blackish fruits,” 
were found to be energetic 
and agile. The curious sci- 
entists followed suit and 
“felt a sudden flush of 
energy and strength.” 

For seven years after 
that, the institute subject- 
ed the plant to a battery of 
scientific tests before 
coming up with a health 
tonic called Jecvaai — a 
cocktail of four herbs, in 
which the major ingredi- 
ent is Arogyappacha. 

"Jeevani has been stan- 
dardised. and 


acre should yield an 
income of about Rs. 
100,000 ($2,500) over two 
years. The leaves can be 
plucked thrice a year. 

The institute says the 
money will go to 2,500 
Kani families who are 
eventually to cultivate and 
supply the plants to CAP 
ar a price agreed with 
TBGRI. “Our decision to 
share the benefit is a 
unique attempt to recog- 
nise the Intellectual Prop- 
erty Rights of tribals,” 
said Dr. Rajasekharan, 
head of TBGRI's Ethno- 
medicine Department 

But the Kanis tell a dif- 
ferent tal e . “There are 
about 300 people working 


processes is a key instru- 
ment by which Western 
multinational companies 
exploit the resources and 
economies of developing 
countries. But as the 
Kanis' complaints show, 
this so-called ‘biopiracy’ 
can happen within devel- 
oping nations too. 

TBGRI scientist 

Rajasekharan says the 
Kani tribals “never used 
Arogyappacha as a medi- 
cine. And Arogyappacha 
is only one of the ingredi- 
ents of Jeevani.” 

But biodiversity cam- 
paigner Sum an Sahay 

feels that TBGRI, by tak- 
ing out a patent for Jee- 
vani. has “effectively chal- 
lenged the princi- 


all pharmaco- 
logical details 
are document- 
ed. It is a safe 
anti-stress, 
anti-fatigue, 
appetite-pro- 
moting and 
restorative 
herbal tonic for 
people of all 
ages. And 

unlike the 

Korean Gin- 
seng. it is devoid of traces 
of steroid or any other 
addictive substance,” says 
TBGRI scientist T.G. 
Vinod Kumar. 

In 1994. TBGRI trans- 
ferred the process-tech- 
nology of Jeevani for 
commercial production to 
the Coimbatore Arya 
Vaidya Pharmacy (CAP), 
a market leader in indige- 
nous Ayurvedic drugs, for 
a period of seven years. 

According to CAP'S 
chief of Product Develop- 
ment G.G. Gangadharan, 
the terras of the transfer 
obliges TBGRI to share 
with Kanis half of the 
know-how fees of Rs. one 
million (about $25,000) 
and half the two per cent 
royalty on future sales of 
the drug. 

TBGRI worked out an 
ambitious plan to com- 
mercially cultivate Aro- 
gyappacha in some 2,000 
acres of land. According 
to their calculations, an 


Campaigners say there is an 
urgent need for developing 
countries to enact patent 
laws that would recognise 
the Intellectual Property 
Rights of indigenous 
communities. 


with TBGRI, but no tribal 
has been appointed,” says 
Shaji Kani of Vitbura vil- 
lage. 

Appukurtan Kani. the 
elected chief of the village 
local government, says, 
"The Botanical Garden 
uses our people to collect 
plants and herbs. They are 
given only daily wages of 
Rs. 30 (less than a dollar), 
and never compensated 
for the "value of the plants 
and herbs. Moreover, we 
do not know what they do 
with the plants and herbs,” 
he added. 

Whatever the truth of the 
matter, the wrangle has 
thrown up important ques- 
tions on commercial 
exploitation of plants — 
just when biodiversity- 
rich developing countries 
are being increasingly 
eyed by Western drug 
companies as a cheap 
source of raw material. 

The Intellectual Property 
Rights of products and 


pie of Common 
Heritage of 
Mankind, which 
considers all 
genetic resources 
the property of 
everybody, with 
no particular 
ownership.” 

The story raises 
a further ques- 
tion: did TBGRI 

observe a critical 

component of 
CBD — seeking Prior 
Informed Consent (of the 
Kanis in this case) — 
before acquiring the 
knowledge-base and using 
it for commercial produc- 
tion? Article 15 of CBD 
has this to say: 

• Access to genetic 
resources shall be subject 
to prior informed consent 
of the Contracting Party 
providing such resources, 
unless otherwise deter- 
mined by that Party: and 

• Each Contracting Party 

shall endeavour to develop 
and carry out scientific 
research based on genetic 
resources provided by 

other Contracting Parties 
with the full participation 
of.... such Contracting 
Parties. 

In an interview after 
receiving the Borlaug 

award. ~ Pushpangadan 

explained the rationale of 
the TBGRI model: “Bio- 
logical Diversity is the 
sovereign right of a 


nation, ft cannot be 
acquired without the prior 
informed consent of those 
who possess the knowl- 
edge.” 

Whether this right 
should also extend to com- 
munities within nations is 
currently a horly-debated 
issue. Campaigners say 
there is an urgent need for 
developing countries to 
enact patent laws that 
would recognise the Intel- 
lectual Property Rights of 
indigenous communities. 

Many hold that the 
Kanis are eminently suit- 
able candidates to be 
accorded just such a right. 
They have a rich tradition 
of tribal medicine practi- 
tioners who, in 1996, 
formed into an ‘Adivasi 
(tribal) Traditional Med- 
ical Practitioners’ Cooper- 
ation Society” 

But these practitioners 
have not been involved in 
the evolution of the Aro- 
gyappacha tonic, accord- 
ing to the tribals. Howev- 
er, the tribals have the sup- 
port of a state-wide body 
of tri bal med i c al pract i - 
tioners under the Kerala 
Institute for Research. 
Training and Development 
Studies of Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes. 

Its Director S. Vish- 
wanatban Nair, says: “The 
Intellectual Property 
Rights or economic bene- 
fits are not reaching the 
tribals. ft is channelled 
through private monop- 
oly.” 

To top it. the Kanis com- 
plain, TBGRI has not part- 
ed with any of the cash it 
has been given by CAP. 
Instead, it has set up a 
Kani Tribal Trust of its 
own, with the two guides 
as its president and secre- 
tary. to distribute the 
amount. 

"The trust should be 
exlusively managed by the 
Kanis and it should give 
primacy to traditional trib- 
al medical practitioners,” 
Appukuttan Kani sug- 
gests. 


— Panos 
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Jordan’s 
trade gap 
drops 5% 


AMMAN (R) — Jordan’s 
trade deficit widened by 25 
per cent in May to JD 14 1.6 
million (5200) million as 
imports of consumer and 
intermediate goods rose 
and exports were little 
changed, the Central Bank 
bulletin said. 

The cumulative Januaty- 
Mav trade deficit was 
down five per cent to 
JD642.8 million from 
JD6S1.3 million. 

Meanwhile, the inflation 
rate fell to 3.8 per cent in 
the year to June from 3.9 
per cent in the year to May, 
according to Department of 
Statistics cost of living 
index figures released in 
the Central Bank bulletin. 

The index fell to 123.9 
points in June from 125.5 
points in May. In June 
1997, it stood at 119.4 
points. 


Saudi Arabia tightens belt as oil revenues 


DUBAI (AFP> — Saudi 
Arabia, the world’s largest 
oil producer, is slashing 
costs and seeking new 
financing to compensate 
for low oil revenues, as oil 
prices remain at a painfully 
low level. 

But spending cuts and 
delays in the government’s 
payments have mainly 
affected foreign suppliers, 
limiting the impact of the 
plunge in oil prices on the 
local economy, economists 
say. 

The price of Saudi Ara- 
bia’s crude fell to an aver- 
age of between $11 and 
$12 a barrel this year, com- 
pared to $18 last year. 

This drop, combined with 
a lower output following 
OPEC agreements in 
March and June to cut pro- 
duction. “should lower rev- 
enues by about $18 billion" 
this year, a financial ana- 
lyst in Riyadh said. 

To compensate for this 
fall, public speeding has 
been slashed and the gov- 


ernment is considering 
ways to increase revenue. 

A secret decree issued on 
May 18 to government 
departments sets out a 10 
per cent reduction in their 
operating and maintenance 
budgets, a Western diplo- 
mat told AFP. 

The decree orders all 
unsigned contracts which 
were included in this year’s 
budget to be abandoned, an 
end to nearly all recruit- 
ment in the public sector 
and a suspension of vehicle 
and furniture purchases. 

Government departments 
are now renegotiating their 
contracts, even for hospital 
medical supplies, and are 
asking for a 10 per cent 
price reduction, Saudi 
American Bank's chief 
economist Kevin Taecker 
said. 

The cuts could save 
between $2.7 and $4 bil- 
lion this year, a financial 
analyst estimated. 

These spending cuts have 
already hit U.S. arms firms 


and arms contracts not 
included in the state bud- 
get. This includes the A1 
Yamarna arms deal with 
Britain signed in the 1980s. 
Taecker said. 

"The priority for reduc- 
ing spending falls more on 
foreign suppliers than local 
suppliers.” the economist 
said. But he added that “it’s 
basically a good pro- 
gramme” for the local 
economy. “The govern- 
ment reacted very quickly 
and in a way that seems 
suitable given the situa- 
tion,” the financial analyst 
said. The government has 
also stepped up its pay- 
ments to suppliers and con- 
tractors with treasury 
bonds which can be traded 
through local banks. “We 
saw about $1.5 billion in 
sales of these bonds so far 
this year.” Taecker said. 

The government is hav- 
ing to borrow money from 
the banks to fund these 
bonds. 

This borrowing is push- 


ing up the government’s 
debt, which stood at 79 per 
cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in 1997 and 
is expected to rise to 100 
per cent of GDP this year, 
the analyst said. 

But even if this added 
debt increases budgetary 
pressures it is not affecting 
banking liquidity because 
80 per cent of the debt is 
owed to the state’s pension 
fund, Taecker said. 

Six out nine Saudi banks 
recorded higher second 
quarter profits this year, 
two remained unchanged 
and only one, which is 
being restructured, 

announced lower profits, 
financial analyst Beshr 
Bakheet said. 

The government is loath 
to approach the internation- 
al capital markets itself, 
instead encouraging com- 
panies like Saudi Aramco 
into international loan 
deals. 

Aramco is seeking a $2 
billion syndicated loan 


from international invest- 
ment banks according to a 
report in the specialist 
Middle East Economic 
Survey published in 
Cyprus. 

The government’s trea- 
sury department is also 
looking to boost its rev- 


enue. An airport tax has 
already been agreed on. 
Taecker said, although 
Gulf travel agencies say it 
has yet to be implemented. 

There is also talk ot a nse 
in domestic petrol prices as 
well as a hike in water and 
electricity fees, economists 


in Riyadh say. 

The International Mone- 
tary Fund in 1995 encour- 
aged Saudi Arabia to raise 
the price of public utilities 
and services and introduce 
a sales tax. although nofor- 
ma i decision on these mat- 
ters has been announced. 



Policymakers chiange course as deflation hits Asia 


SINGAPORE (R) — Govern- 
ment policymakers across Asia 
are steadily changing direction 
as a new threat emerges to their 
already embattled economies 
— the prospect of serious 
deflation. 

Since mid-year the authori- 
ties have been loosening the 
tight monetary policy screws 
in place since the peak of the 
Asian crisis, and making plans 
to boost government spending 
to try to bead it off. 

In taking this new direction, 
analysts say. governments have 
been given a green light by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

“Deflation is the watchword 
in Asia at this point,” said Tun 
Condon, regional economist at 
Morgan Stanley in Hong 
Kong. 

No less a figure than Chinese 
Premier Zhu Rongji openly 
admitted the existence of defla- 
tion in China’s economy just 
this week. 


“In view of the current situa- 
tion in which there is deflation, 
the central government has 
decided to take more active fis- 
cal policies to raise more capi- 
tal and strengthen infrastruc- 
ture investment,” Zhu told a 
local newspaper. 

Economists define deflation 
as a sustained reduction in the 
general level of juices. It is 
often, though not always, 
accompanied by declines in 
output and employment. 

This is certainly happening 
across Asia now and govern- 
ments appear to have decided 
that since exports are not 
going to provide the needed 
stimulus to avoid deflation, 
they have to step in. 

“It's a question of economic 
survival,” said Chia Woon 
Khien, head of Asian research 
at S.E. Banken in Singapore. 

Over the past few weeks 
finance ministers and central 
bank governors region wide 
have been announcing broadly 


similar measures. 

Taiwan cut commercial 
banks’ reserve requirements, 
resulting in a drop in passbook 
deposit rates by half a percent- 
age point The move was 
designed to spur the economy 
and bolster money market liq- 
uidity. 

Malaysia cut its central bank 
intervention rate by 50 basis 
points to 10.5 per cent leading 
at least care bank to cut its base 
lending rate. It had already 
announced a major fiscal stim- 
ulus package amounting to 
around three per cent of GDP 
(gross domestic product). 

South Korea’s Finance Min- 
ister Lee Kyu-sung said be 
planned to lower interest rates 
steadily and said the country 
plans to expand fiscal spending 
to create jobs. 

Thailand's central bank gov- 
ernor. Chatu MongkoL said 
this week there was room to 
stimulate the economy via 
monetary expansion and lower 


interest rates. 

The Thai government is also 
in meetings with the IMF this 
week at which it has said it 
plans to seek permission for a 
much larger budget deficit The 
government warns to double 
the fiscal deficit to two per cent 
of GDP from a planned one per 
cent target It’s likely the IMF 
will agree. 

Even in Singapore’s secre- 
tive money markets, some 
dealers say the authorities have 
been adding liquidity at the 
short end over the past couple 
of weeks by selling the Singa- 
pore dollar in a bid to get 
domestic interest rates down. 
The government announced a 
$1.2 billion economic stimulus 
package at the end of June. 

The only major country not 
being threatened by deflation 
at the present time is Indone- 
sia. This week it posted an 
inflation rate for the year to 
July of nearly 70 per cent, 
although output and employ- 


ment are certainly declining. 

Analysts say the switch to 
expansionary economic poli- 
cies is inevitable but worry that 
it may not be enough. 

“We're seeing countries go 
from extremely tight economic 
policies to moderately tight 
ones. But it still may not be 
sufficient to boost domestic 
demand.” said Morgan Stan- 
ley's Condon. 

Condon also warns that the 
price for such policies would 
normally be a further weaken- 
ing in currency rates leading to 
a worsening of the situation for 
countries with large amounts 
of foreign debL 

But S.E. Banken's Chia said 
many of the economic prob- 
lems that led to the original 
currency crisis, such as inflexi- 
ble exchange rate systems and 
high current account deficits, 
have now largely .disappeared 
and there is now much less rea- 
son for speculators to sell 
down Asian currencies. 


World Bank, Yemen discuss plans to cover deficit 


SANAA (R) — The World 
Bank said Monday it had 
discussed with Yemeni offi- 
cials plans to review state 
spending which could help 
secure international funds 
to help cover the country's 
rapidly expanding budget 
defict. 

An oil ministry official 
said Saturday that oil rev- 
enues were unlikely to 
exceed S650 million this 
year — 40 per cent less 
than in 1997 — because of 
falls in crude prices. 


Oil is Yemen's main 
source of income and the 
government says its real 
budget deficit at the end of 
April 1998 had already 
reached 36.2 billion rials 
(S278 million) — around 
nine times more than the 
projected shortfall of $4.4 
billion. 

“With regard to the 
immediate needs of finan- 
cial assistance in light of 
the shortfall in oil revenues, 
we discussed with the gov- 
ernment a programme that 


makes a stair in improving 
rf l 


the management of public 
expenditures,” World Bank 
regional director. Inder 
Sud, said in a statement 

“With the agreement of 
the programme, I am hope- 
ful that we would be able to 
mobilise the necessary 
financial resources to meet 
at least some of the shortfall 
in the... budget” he said. 

Yemen, one of the poorest 
Arab states, launched an 
economic reform pro- 
gramme under the aegis of 


the World Bank and Inter- 
national Monetary Fund in 
1995. 

It was recently hard hit by 
violent protests after the 
state raised fuel and food- 
stuffs prices by up to 40 per 
cent in line with the reform 
programme. Demonstrators 
chanted that the World 
Bank was a “death bank.” 

Sud said the country has 
already received S360 mil- 
lion in bank assistance over 
the past three years. “I am 
hopeful that we will be able 


to convince the World 
Bank’s board of directors to 
allocate at least the same 
magnitude of resources for 
the next three years and 
possibly even increase 
them further in view of 
Yemen’s very good perfor- 
mance." his statement said. 

The scheme aims lo make 
the civil service more effi- 
cient and would also priori- 
tise expenditure. Sud’s 
statement added. There 
were no details. 
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016261 
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02723 

048964 
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04092 

302141 
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0.00 

0.00 
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34679 
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469.043 
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381471 
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BH 

|gJH 
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GoM(oz's) 

2844 
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CEESI 


25EHI 


Silver (oz*#) 

5.16 

6.18 



USD 

5.6484 

54876 

6.6875 

54875 

Platinum (ox's) 

a 

3704 



GBP 

7.7500 

72600 

7.7500 
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153 

1350 



JPY 
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04484 

0.6454 
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3.5938 

34914 
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1040 

1043 
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1.7695 

14789 
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Lead (3 Months] 

836 

539 


Hi 
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34391 

34113 

3.7600 

Nl (3 Months) 

4155 

4175 


■HI 

MEM 
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4.9020 

44837 

w 


r> • (, 


Main Equity Indices 
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index 
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p rrm 

Las 

NewYork 

DOW JONES 

8603.17 

6942 

041 

8619.13 

8633.14 


Newyorfc 

S&P500 

1092.1 

1088 

1 


108124 


London 

FT-SE 100 

54804 

34 

046 

5643.1 

5444.5 

5477 

Tokyo 

NIKK1E22S 

1498826 

-30944 

-2.03 

151452 

148692 

152882 

Parts 

CAC40 

3954.69 

1141 

028 

399349 

3885.74 

394348 

Frankfurt 

DAX 

5260.7 

97.19 

148 

52712 


516341 
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Currency 

wrrn 

mm 

1 

Coffee (c/Ibs) 

11223 

Spot 


US Dollar 

0708 



Cocoa (S/ton) 

1923 

Spot 


GB Startling 

1.1667 

1.1825 


Sugar (5/ton) 

2464 

Spot 


DEMark 

rr?i 

02948 


Wheat (5/ton) 

101 

Spot 


CH Franc 

04709 

04733 

i 

Soya (cribs) 

2448 

Spot 


FR Franc 

0.1172 

0.1178 

j 

Tea (stg/kg) 

125 

Spot 


JP Yen 

0489 

04914 

i 

Barley (5/bsh) 

0 

Spot 


NL GuDder 

0.3485 

02502 



415 

* Spot 


IT Lira 

02983 

04003 
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THE Daily Crossword EcSted by Wayne Robert WBSsms 


ACROSS 
1 Appear to be 
5 Caked deposit 
9 December VIP 

14 Bruins of 
football 

15 Jacob's third 
son 

16 Overturn 

17 Toot one's own 
hom 

18 -Netsse line 

19 Davis or Midler 

20 Classic tragedy 

23 Teachers' org. 

24 Bad dog 

25 Norm: abbr. 

28 Ankle bones 
32 The Taming of 

the Shrew’ 
character 
55 Combo track 
bet 

37 Peat source 

38 Mata 

39 St Petersburg's 
river 

40 Seacoast 

42 Algerian port 

43 Part of USA 

44 Holbrook or 
Roach 

45 Powerful 
47 VVWe of 20A 

50 Best and 
Ferber 

51 Annapofis grad. 

52 Label 

53 Red orYeflow, 
e.g. 

55 Epithet for 
Shakespeare 
61 Forbidden thing 

64 Contends 

65 Frosted 

66 Confesses 

67 Raison tf_ 

68 Mother ot Zeus 

69 Capital of 
Morocco 

70 Author Ayn 

71 Withstand 


TMSPuzzfeaaaoUom 



By Eugene Ft Puffenburger 
Boston, V A 


DOWN 

1 So. or math, 
e.g. 

2 Beige 

3 Israel's airline 

4 Wise Men 

5 Near 


6 Baggage 
handler 

7 Pigmented pan 
of the eye 

6 Filmmaker 

9 Outbade maker 

10 Copycat 

11 Trawling device 

12 Letters that 
explode 

13 Fruity quaff 

21 workgroup 

22 Swells 

25 Tate or Giess 

26 Albanian 
capital 

27 Soda/ events 

28 Bridge holding 

29 Guitarist to 
guitarists 

30 Frays 

31 Base of a mesa 

33 'Christ Stopped 

at ’ 

34 Combination of 
tones 

36 Guru's 
community 

41 Momlng-efter 
malady 


IFIAILIL 



46 Blue hue 
4fl Extreme 
49 Aftward 

54 Allayed 

55 Davenport's 

location 

56 Ms. Moreno 

57 Patter's 
nickname 


58 Suffer 
heartbreak 

59 Diverts rrfliou 

60 618/44 
remembrance 

61 Old salt 

62 Actress 
Gardner 

63 Shortcut? 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 



Mutt’n’Jeff 



THE BETTER HALF 



If changing channels is the only exercise j 
you get, this remote control counts the J 
calories you bum with every click.---’: j 


Unscramtte these tour Jumbles, 
wo totter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QA»t 

« tyHerul Arnold end MB* ArfM* 



SI 

9 

L 

mm 

■ 


■B 


\ AVUM 

E 


■9 

□ 

□ 

mm 


POMLEY 

xnrn 


TOOW WK 

1X03X1 



Now arrange the circled hoe** 
torm r 


Study rev< 

rateatric 


.fCCiRP |SC! I? 

uftWF 10 

*>*. h w .or | *'"f; n . 

' 0l 1 !- 

* ""- l 

JordJ 

,£U jn " * 
ih 

S-isr&S 

'W** 0 *' Ki-ujni 
'Cf^prcen^e 

Jjjni.-. ns ih* pctyplc i 

M jr.-ome o 

acoff J'-' not 


Cabinet offe 


.* THE CO l ncil 

jpprncJ n?L.*rmnen. 


bt ihc Department 
iwmpt th<r nwmnion 
fun] the '.iU' x fro 
iheanv.'Uiii J penal 
pat 25 per cent of s 
teMviu«*me' in line 
■eni’4 intention not t 
lihlu'inai .sud 'er\ice 


HOR< 


forecast for t 


Bt Linda C. Black, 3 


Print answer here: A “P Y 


gesied by the above canno n- ^ 




i Yesterday's 


(Answers umonofl 

PUROR hear™ HUHSf 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 


Study reveals 10-15 per cent unemployment 
rate among 1993-1997 medical graduates 


** ACCORDING TO a most recent study 
prepared by the Jordan Medical 
Association, unemployment among doc- 
tors who have graduated less than four 
years ago, or between 1993 and 1997, is in 
the range of 10-15 per cent. Basem 
Kiswani who conducted the study, 
explained to the Jordan Times that seven 
per cent of those unemployed did not have 
private clinics and were operating from 
their homes. 

Kiswani indicated that a sample of doc- 
tors who graduated in 1997 were polled 
and the result was an unemployment rate 
of between five and eight per cent among 
this category. Disguised unemployment 
was about 8.5 per cent for specialists and 
between 15 and 20 per cent for general 
practitioners, Kiswani pointed out noting 
that a three per cent error margin should 
be taken into consideration. " "V 


the doctors and this is a limited percent- 
age.*’ Kiswani said. 

He attributed the rise in unemployment 
to the high number of graduates during the 
80s and 90s at a time when the Arab Gulf 
states were absorbing less numbers of 
medical graduates. “Then came the Gulf 
crisis which resulted in the return of large 
numbers of Jordanian doctors to the 
Kingdom to work in the private sector.*’ 
the study explained. 

“Most fresh graduates are awaiting 
employment at the Ministry of Health and 
Medical Care or other public institutions 
while others are opening private clinics 
which do not generate a suitable income 
for a profession of a doctor,” the study 
said in explaining the aspect of disguised 
unemployment. The study added: “What 


JV lilftVM & UUVII. y » — J — ' 

The study said that there is a misconcep-^ ^made things worse was the halt to appoint- 


tion among the people in general concern- 
ing the high income of medical doctors. 
"The study shows that those with high 
income do not exceed five per cent of all 


riients in various ministries in addition to 
the decline in the number of government 
doctors who seek retirement or early 
retirement” (AJ Dustour + Al Ra’T). 


Cabinet offers sales tax defaulters alternative 


** THE COUNCIL of Ministers has 
approved recommendation presented 
fay the Department of Customs to 
exempt the institutions which have not 
paid the sales tax from paying double 
the amount as a penalty charge, if they 
pay 25 per cent of such a fine. This 
decision comes in line with the govern- 
ment’s intention not to overburden the 
industrial and service companies under 


the sales tax umbrella and to minimise 
the number of cases transferred to the 
Customs Court. That would reflect pos- 
itively on the general revenue and 
reduce the administrative and financial 
costs that would be incurred for taking 
the defaulters to court. (A1 Ra’i + AI 
Dustour). 


Saudi paper 
says private 
sector can 
import barley 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia 
has allowed the private sector 
to import barley for the first 
time in 22 years, which mar- 
ket sources said signalled an 
end to the government sub- 
sidy on the grain, a Saudi 
newspaper has reported. 

“Companies and establish- 
ments from the Saudi private 
sector have begun importing 
barley from abroad similar to 
the Grain Silos and Flour 
Mills Organisation which 
had been solely in charge of 
such a task for 22 years,” the 
Arabic language daily Al- 
Eqtisadiah reported. 

It said the decision was 
prompted by the drop in 
international barley prices. 

The newspaper quored 
market sources as saying that 
the move “practically means 
that government subsidy for 
barley has been completely 
lifted after the drop in world 
prices, whereby there is no 
justification to reduce its 
prices to consumers.” 

Saudi Arabia is the world’s 
biggest barley importer. 
Saudi newspapers have said 
the country's barley needs 
have been declining since 
1992. 

The London-based Al 
Hayat newspaper last month 
quoted Agriculture Minister 
Abdullah Bin Abdul Aziz 
Bin Muammar as saying the 
kingdom needed only 
500.000 tonnes of the grain 
this year. 


Arab Bank moves against Jordan 
Tobacco and Cigarettes Company 


By Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Court of 
First Instance has appointed 
a caretaker to manage the 
debt-ridden Jordan Tobacco 
and Cigarettes iJTC) 
Company after Arab Bank 
sued the firm for defaulting 
on repayments on a JD5.5 
million debt, bankers and 
lawyers said on Monday. 

All Farid Saad, the com- 
pany's general manager, 
described the bank's deci- 
sion as “hasty” and said 
JTC had enough assets to 
cover its debts. 

He could not comment on 
the volume of the firm’s 
overall debts but said the 
JTC, Jordan’s oldest ciga- 
rette company manufactur- 
ing local brands names such 
as Gold Star and Reem, has 
appealed the court deci- 
sion. 

Business sources have 


blamed most of the finan- 
cial losses on competition 
caused three years ago by 
the entry of two major man- 
ufacturers of cigarettes 
under Western franchise 
forcing JTC to lose around 
70 per cent of the market 
share. 

“The JTC's debis to the 
Arab Bank are accumulat- 
ing every year and the com- 
pany is unable ro pay inter- 
est on loans taken,” said 
Arab Bank lawyer Sweilem 
Nasir. 

“Negotiations between the 
Arab Bank and the compa- 
ny lasted for two years but 
the company was unable to 
meet its financial obliga- 
tions,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

The court decided to 
appoint a caretaker “to safe- 
guard the Arab Bank’s inter- 
est and to prod the firm's 
management to re-evaluate 
its policies.” Nasir said. 


He also claimed that JTC 
has been unable to pay 
debts owed to other banks. 

But Saad rejected Nasir 1 ‘s 
claims and added that the 
JTC and Arab Bank have 
not yet met to decide on the 
amount of money owed to 
the bank. 

“The company has 
deposited more than needed 
sufficient collateral with the 
bank which can cover the 
debt,” he told the Jordan 
Times. 

‘The company's agree- 
ment with Arab Bank stipu- 
lates that in case of bank- 
ruptcy. Arab Bank gets pri- 
ority in debt repayment." 
Saad said. 

Nasir said the caretaker 
will remain in his post until 
the bank reaches an agree- 
ment with the JTC to guar- 
antee repayment of debts. 

According to the invest- 
ment law, if the two parties 
do not reach an agreement. 


the caretaker will report the 
company to the Ministry of 
Trade which in turn would 
form a special committee to 
study the company’s final 
status. 

The committee would 
meet with the company's 
general assembly to make 
recommendations to solve 
the problem. If no agree- 
ment is reached, the com- 
mittee can ask either to liq- 
uidate the firm, raise its paid 
up capital to enable it ro 
repay its debts, or form a 
new board to run it. 

Jordan Tobacco ai;J 
Cigarettes Company was 
established in 1951 and has 
400 employees on its pay- 
roll. It produces different 
brands of cigarettes includ- 
ing Philadelphia. 

Philadelphia Express. Gold 
Star. Top Twenty. Kamal. 
Reem International. Camel. 
Gold Coast and Aspen. 


Islamic banking seen having 
cushion against Asian financial crisis 
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India to buy 1.2 million 
tonnes of Omani gas a year 




1 21 to April 19) Looks like you’re in 
3 one of your hidden talents will be 
ody thinks you're pretty neat and that 
rawing for you. Well, you’re pretty 
:ary . smiations and you can certainly 
ake a ’few compliments, especially 
iye tbem. : 

L 20 to May'20) The sun is in Vugoland 
abnfc It looks like your lock in love is 
may be feeling confident enough to 
that intimidated you before, but you 
t it alone_ It’js too much work for that. 
to help you. 

21 to June 21 j Everybody is charmed 
fascinated by your insights. Everybody 
your mate, or a Virgo friend. Well, 
ly^are. It’s possible the. most critical 
• Is one of your biggest fans. He or she 
7 you improve your routine. Interpret it 
PH enjoy &e day a lot more. 

* 22 to July 21) Looks like your focus 
ming again.- That could be mentally 
msundecstan dings with a roommate or 
rs or J memos that n©:d to be written 
t tp family. If there is a family member 
Icen to; in a while, send that person a 

> August 21) Remember that book you 
? Where did you put it? This would be 
> get it out and- read it. It looks like an 
make you could help secure your 

it 22 to September 22) Money is still a 
HiVe starting to get more attention, 
g 'you for favours, although they may i 
to' pay. for them yet. Hjat's okay. You 
mto.a good business, once you show 
candoV, 

nber 23 1 to October 22) You always | 
.a; partner. When the other person is 
iS^fflye,;you tend to be passive and vice versa. That's 
Wp'^hl%ist'every one thinks you’re a good partner. You 
necessary modifications to support them in 
they’re doing. . . 

^^^^t^{Octbbffl -23 to November 21) Looks like 
that needs your. attention. Be assertive 
Cither whatever you need or ask questions and 
: tp. get 1 answers. Be pushy. This thing 
r^olved so you can get on to something 

'^Wj^TARIUS : (November 22 to December 21) This 
^^4dsbe;a’gbod- day for getting organised. That’s the 
^^^ xg tbetm. You sometimes think people who plan 
mentally flL It crainps your style to figure out 
^^^^ii’re^qmg_to,he;at each place on your agenda, 
be necessary. Don’t fight it. It could be the 

^^^^^^{December 22 to January 20) Not only 
to travel, you’re also curious about almost 
i ffioi ? It to apply what you’re 
however. It looks like there’s a con- 
’ the: wav your routine is established and 
things to be done. Be patient and 

to February 19) Travel beck- 
- have 4 to; refuse a ga i n - Other 
^^^^^ar^bldmg'you- back- -for a little longer. 

set a dale for fa tec. Ties t your- 
tonight. Although it’s not quite 

20) You look good 
fi device is increasing along with your 
when.it comes to spend- 
you warn, you can't 
you can get a better deal on 
Don’t .spend frivolously, even 
Wcoming in. 

August: Peridot — Golden Quartz j 


MUSCAT (AFP) — India's 
Metropolis Gas (MelGas) 
Company will buy 12 million 
tonnes a year of Omani lique- 
fied natural gas (LNG) starting 
in late 2001, staie-conirolled 
Oman LNG has said. 

A preliminary agreement 
covering the principle commer- 
cial terms, including the undis- 
closed pice, was signed 
between the two companies, 
Oman LNG said in a statement. 

Under the deal. MetGas, a 
wholy owned subsidiary of 
U.S.-based Enron International, 
will take 12 million tonnes a 
year of LNG for 20 years, the 
statement said. 


A final full sales and purchase 
agreement will be negotiated 
“over the coming months" 
before India imports its first 
LNG, Oman LNG said. 

MetGas is Oman LNG's third 
customer after Japan's Osaka 
Gas agreed . to buy 660,000 
tonnes a year from late 2000 
and Korea Gas Corporation 
agreed to buy 4. 1 million tonnes 
a year from 2000 , both for 25 
years. 

Oman LNG is due to produce 
6.6 million tonnes a year by 
2000 at a S2 billion plant near 
Sur in the south of the sultanate. 


SINGAPORE (AFP) — 
Islamic banking is expected 
to win a boost from Asia's 
financial crisis, which has 
exposed the deficiencies of 
the conventional banking 
system, a regional confer- 
ence here was told recently. 

“The recent financial cri- 
sis in South East Asia has 
brought out some of the 
deficiencies of the conven- 
tional banking system..,” 
said Syed Jaafar Aznan. 
vice-president of the 
Jeddah-based Islamic 
Development Bank. 

He said the conventional 
banking system emphasised 
a fixed return on loans and 
securities and did not prop- 
erly focus on the viability of 
projects being financed, as 
the return to the bank was 
guaranteed., 

• “This is particularly true 
for shortterm commercial 
lending” he told the Asia 
Islamic Banking and 
Finance Conference here. 

Syed Jaafar said Islamic 
banks, since their lending 
was on profit-and-loss shar- 
ing basis, had to focus on 
the viability of the opera- 
tions they were financing. 


both short and long term. 

The financial crisis has 
taken a toll on Asia’s bank- 
ing system, with many debt- 
ridden banks forced to close 
or merge with the stronger 
ones. 

Many banks suffered from 
overexposure to the specu- 
lative-driven real estate sec- 
tor. 

Central, commercial and 
investment bankers as well 
as financial consultants and 
government officials from 
19 countries in the Middle 
East, East Asia, South East 
Asia and South Asia took 
part in the conference. 

Syed Jaafar said the focus 
on the viability of the 
financed operations usually 
placed Islamic banks in a 
better position to weather 
difficulties, like the current 
Asian crisis- .. , ” 

“Furthermore, the lower 
levels of leverage, at which 
Islamic banks operate as 
compared to conventional 
banks, also provides ade- 
quate cushion to these 
Islamic banks in times of 
such crises.” he said. 

But Syed Jaafar acknowl- 
edged that given the present 


size of the Islamic banks. 
they were ill -equipped ro 
offer the comprehensive 
range of financial services 
that could be provided by 
the emerging mega banking 
and financial institutions. 

“Serious focus of atten- 
tion and efforts may be 
neccesary towards the cre- 
ation of larger entities 
through mergers, etcetera, 
which can compete with 
these emerging mega bank- 
ing and financial institu- 
tions and which can offer a 
diversity of services,” he 
said. 

The essential feature of 
Islamic banking is that it is 
interest-free. 

Islam prohibits Muslims 
from taking or giving inter- 
est or “riba " regardless of 
the purpose for which loans 
are made and regardless of 
the rates ar which interest is 
charged. Banks rely instead 
on a form of profit-sharing. 

There are about 200 regis- 
tered Islamic Banks in 'the 
world, conference docu- 
ments showed. 

Reports have said that if 
the present rate of growth 
continues, within a decade. 


Islamic banks would handle 
40-ro-50 per cent of total 
savings of the Muslim 
World. 

Abdullah Tarmugi. 
Singapore Minister for 
Muslim Affairs, told the 
conference that Islamic 
banking had been growing 
at about 15 per cent per 
year. 

“In the view of many 
experts. I am told, it is 
expected to retain its high 
rate of growth well into the 
next century.” he said. 

Singapore hosted the talks 
as part of plans to tap the 
growing pool of Islamic 
ftinds of up to S90 billion 
worldwide, officials said. 

Abdullah said London, a 
non-Muslim city, had 
already grabbed the lion's 
share of Islamic funds and 
that only a minute portion 
came to Singapore through 
trade financing arrange- 
ments for oil purchases 
from China and South 
Korea. 

“Being so much closer to 
these ~ two countries. 
Singapore could play a big- 
ger role if we are prepared 
To make the effort.” he said. 


Indonesia declares four private banks insolvent 


JAKARTA (AFP) — 
Indonesia has declared four 
private banks insolvent and 
unveiled plans to reform the 
ailing banking system, 
including the first merger 
between state-run institu- 
tions. 

The four insolvent banks 
were among six private 
institutions taken over by 
the Indonesian Bank 
Restructuring Agency 
(IBRA) four months ago. 

“Audits have been com- 


pleted for the six large pri- 
vate banks taken over by 
IBRA id April ” said an offi- 
cial document sent to the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

“Shareholders rights have 
been transferred to IBRA, 
and insolvency declarations 
have been made in four 
cases,” said the document 
listing economic and finan- 
cial policies, copies of 
which were released here. 

The four banks were not 


named, but so far the audits 
on four of the six banks 
have been made public. The 
four were Bank Danamon, 
Bank Umum Nasional. 
Bank Tiara Asia and Bank 
PDFCI. 

“Negotiations are under- 
way with buyers interested 
in acquiring some of these 
banks as going concerns," 
the document said, adding 
the banks* non-performing 
loans will first be trans- 
ferred to IBRA's Asset 


Management Unit (AMU). 

On April 4, the govern- 
ment placed seven banks 
under IBRA management 
and froze the operations of 
seven other “unsound 
banks.” 

It later pulled state-owned 
Bank Eksport-Import 
Indonesia out of IBRA. 

The banks that remained 
under IBRA management 
were Bank Dagang 
Nasional Indonesia. Bank 
Danamon. Bank Umum 


Nasional. Bank Tiara Asia. 
Bank PDFCI and Modem 
Bank. 

“It is not surprising to me 
that the banks were declared 
insolvent considering their 
high level of non-perform- 
ing loans." Standard and 
Poor's Singapore-based 
associate director for finan- 
cial institutions ratings. 
Terry Chan, told AFX-Asia. 
an AFP-affiliated financial 
news agency. 

A banking source close to 


one of the six banks said the 
government's decision to 
declare the four institutions 
insolvent was positive 
because it will end the 
uncertainty over whether 
those banks will be closed. 

“My understanding is 
insolvency means the for- 
mer shareholders are unable 
to survive the banks. In this 
case, the declaration should 
allow the government to 
find new shareholders.” he 
said. 
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Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


Phone 

5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 

www.abdoun.com.jo 
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MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging- Rates 

**■******•*•**■#■* ** * 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 

Tel.: 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 


*One & Two Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes *Da8y & 
Long Stay ★ Reasonable Rales 


5th Circle 

Tel.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail ; crystal© go.com.jo 


Studio Haig 



Professional quality in 
1 hourservfce 
Develop your cotour him 
at our shop and gefc 


Vip yift 

* JUMBO photo size 
30% larger. 


Watches - Perfumes 
Sun Closes - Leather- Pens 

* Free enlargement 
20x30cm. 



Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 
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Kucera upsets Ivanisevic 
to win New Haven final 


NEW HAVEN (API — 
Karol Kucera earned his 
first title on United States 
soil Sunday, beating Goran 
Ivanisevic 6-4. 5-7. 6-2 in 
the final of the Pilot Pen 
International. 

The match was a study in 
contrasts: the steady, 

unflappable Kucera 3gainst 
the emotional and unpre- 
dictable Ivanisevic. On a 
couple close calls that went 
against him. the volatile 
Croat tossed his racket and 
ripped his shirt. 

It also pitted the tour*s top 
server against the top 
returner. Coming into the 1 
tournament, Ivanisevic had' 
666 aces in 44 matches. 
Kucera had a 36 per cent 
return rate in 50 matches. 

Kucera broke Ivanisevic 
four times, including the 
fifth game of the secood set 
when an apparent Ivanisevic 
ace was overruled, making 
it 0-40. Ivanisevic won the 
next two points, but double- 
faulted for the game and 
Kucera took a pivotal 3-2 
lead. 

He served out for the 
match, winning it when 
Ivanisevic sent" his return 
long. 

“It's always very tough" 
said Kucera. “He was serv- 
ing very, very' well today. I 
am very happy with the way 
I played today. I hope I'm 
going to play this well in the 
U.S. Open." 

Ivanisevic had 15 aces to 
Kuceras eight but not 
much else in his arsenal. His 
usually stinging backhand 
had little bite or predictabil- 
ity. 

The 24-year-old Slovak 
kept Ivanisevic on the move 
throughout the match with 
his offspeed groundstrokes, 
and fatigue became a 

factor. 

“I was tired. I hit a lot of 
forehands," Ivanisevic said._ 

“My backhand was-4ike 
roulette — I had no' clue 
where the ball was going." 

He also strongly ques- 
tioned if the chair umpire or 
linesmen knew where the 
ball was going. A serve he 
thought was an ace, but 
ruled wide in the ninth 
game brought Ivanisevic to 
the net. 

After having a few words 
with the umpire, he stared 
down a line judge for sever- 
al seconds. 

“Instead of 1 5- All. it's 
Jove-30. It happened twice 
and it is a big difference. A 
couple of bad calls cost me 
the match." Ivanisevic said. 

Ivanisevic, who is 0-5 in 
U.S. finals, also was hard on 
himself when he missed 
easy chances. With Kucera 
serving and up 5-4 in the 
first set, Ivanisevic battled 
back from 15-40 to deuce. 

When he missed an easy 
winner, he ripped a large 
hole in his shirt and had to 
play the next two points 
before he could make a 
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Karol Kucera, of Slovakia, poses with the winner's trophy after he defeated Goran 
Ivanisevic 6-4, 5-7, 6-2 to win the Pilot Pen International men's singles championship 
in New Haven, Conn.. This was his first tournament win in the United States (AP 
Photo) 
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Goran Ivanisevic reacts during his championship round singles match with Karol 
Kucera of Slovakia. Ivanisevic was defeated and ripped his shirt in disgust after a bad 
play fAP Photo) 


change, losing the game and 
the set. 

At the end of the match, 
Ivanisevic climbed onto the 


empty umpire's chair while 
Kucera was accepting his 
award. He said the view was 
a comfortable one. 


“I saw a lot of nice lines. It 
is very nice to sit, you know, 
that is why he makes so 
many mistakes." he said. 


Pay-up or else warns Britain’s Modahl 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — Diane 
Modahl has given the bankrupt 
British Athletic Federation a seven- 
day ultimatum to come up with a sat- 
isfactory compensation figure or face 
further iegal action. 

Modahl is suing BAF. placed in 
administration last October with 
debts of around 2 million, after suc- 
cessfully fighting a four-year ban for 
‘failing’ a drugs test and being sent 
home from the 1994 Commonwealth 
Games. 

The 32-year-old. who had to sell 
her Sale home to fund the long-mn- 
ning legal battle, is suing for SOO.OOO. 
although her lawyers have been nego- 
tiating with the Federation’s adminis- 
trators to reach a financial settlement. 


The administrators cannot pay- 
other creditors until a settlement with 
Modahl, who competed in the SOOm 
for Britain at last week's European 
Championships in Budapest, is 
reached. “I have now instructed my 
lawyers that, in the absence of some 
sensible proposals from BAF. the 
case has to continue and a trial date 
has to be fixed at the first possible 
opportunity." said Modahl. 

“The administrators have a clear 
choice. Either they persuade the other 
creditors to fund the legal costs of 
fighting the case to trial or they con- 
tinue discussions with us with a view 
to resolving all outstanding issues. 

"But I cannot be expected to keep 
my claim on hold and so, as from 


September 1, my lawyers will be tak- 
ing the necessary' steps to advance the 
proceedings." 

Modahl, currently training in 
Switzerland for next month's 
Commonwealth Games in Malaysia, 
added: “The sensible outcome would 
be for the administration to be com- 
pleted and for all the creditors to 
receive a distribution. 

"1 share the frustration and anger of 
the other creditors about the delay, 
but they have an opportunity at a 
meeting of their committee tomorrow 
to make some important decisions” 


Wenger 

fears 

Bergkamp 
burn out 


LONDON (AFP) — Arsene 
Wenger fears Dennis 
Bergkamp — and many of 
the Premiership’s top stars 
— are in danger of suffering 
from World Cup bum-out. 

The Arsenal boss claims 
that only two games into the 
new season his Dutch master 
is experiencing fatigue after 
Holland. Inspired. by 
Bergkamp, reached the 
semi-finals of France 98. 

Wenger said: "Dennis 

Bergkamp is not at his best 
at the moment, he knows 
that 

“But it is mainly physical- 
ly because he only started 
training on August 1 and had 
a small setback injury wise 
against Manchester United 
in the Charity Shield. 

“And be has played just 
two games now, one on last 
Monday against Forest and 
one at Anfield. He's not as 
sharp as he used to be, but 
that is a question of time. 

“For us it is important to 
get our players slowly back 
to full fitness without us 
dropping too many points.” 

Wenger is also worried 
that later in the season the 
stamina of Bergkamp and 
fellow Dutch international. 
Marc Overmars, may be 
affected after two seasons of 
near-continuous football. 

But the Highbury chief 
feels that French midfield 
stars, Patrick Vieira and 
Emmanuel Petit, have the 
ability to stay fit despite their 
part in the host nation's 
World Cup success. 

He said: "It's not quite the 
same for the other World 
Cup players because up- 
front you need to be really 
sharp tc make a difference 
but in midfield they have the 
stamina. Petit and Vieira 
work really hard, and they 

TooTOK. — 

; “We might hgy&a differed 
problem with Bergkamp”and 
Overmars later on in the sea- 
son because they need more 
stamina and physical power 
by then. So they could have 
a problem around October 
and November with overall 
fitness. 

"But for Dennis it's a ques- 
tion of sharpness and overall 
fitness, two different prob- 
lems really." 


Italian drugs chief ready 
to discuss drugs issue 


ROME (AFP) — Italy’s top anti-drugs 
investigator, Ugo Longo, is set to visit 
London to discuss recent allegations with 
Chelsea’s Italian stars. 

Player-coach Gianluca Vialli, Roberto Di 
Matteo, Gianfranco Zola and Pierluigi 
Casiraghi had all been expected here on 
Monday for a session with Longo, who 
heads an enquiry by the Italian Olympic 
Committee (CONI). 

But CONI officials have had no reply to 
their faxed invitation. 

“At this stage, it might be down to me to 
go to London and meet them.'' admitted 
Ugo, who is interviewing a series of top 
sporting figures this week. 

The drugs issue has been in the spotlight 
since AS Roma coach Zdenek Zeman 
warned earlier this month that the Serie A 
could end up like this year’s Tour de France, 
marred by drugs controversies. 

The CONI enquiry is one of several cur- 
rently underway in Italy, and followed by 
state prosecutors in Turin and Bologna. 

CONI president Mario Pescante had a 
two-hour meeting in Turin on Monday with 
state prosecutor Raffaele Guariniello. 

Pescante said before testifying: “These 
investigations (by magistrates) ore useful. 
but people mustn't underestimate the work 
carried out by the CONI. 

“We are the only ones talking openly 
about this and we are proud of that" 

Emerging from the meeting later, 
Pescante described it as “an extremely use- 
ful exchange of views. I think that we can 


achieve a result that will be useful bahfc-. 
football and for Italian sport m generaL---, 
But he insisted: “In my opinion, the vtorte: 
‘doping doesn’t exist in Italian soccer.^, 
and we need a bit more composure on tto£; 
whole issue, from those who are attacking^, 
and from those who are defending then^j^ 

^The Bologna enquiry into the illicit disbf^ 
budon of the banned drug EPO led topoliefe : 
swoops on Monday on three sports doctoop 
and a pharmacist. 

The doctors are believed to have erther-: 
written prescriptions for EPO which did nop 
include the name of the patient or to have>\ 
prescribed themselves susbtances wMtfp-. 
enhance sporting performance. • .v*:.;- 

The pharmacist, who owns a store in tfe^ L 
Swiss city of Lugano near the Icafiaa botg^ 
der, is suspected of supplying EPO tojg 
chemists’ shop in Bologna, where stagi? 
prosecutor Giovanni Spinosa's enquiry 

stoned. t . *, 

Spinosa suspects that the shop has hea®*. 
supplying sports teams and clubs with EPigj; 
alongside the perfectly legal trade 
restoratives, such as aminoacids, creafinege 
and vi tamins , which are not banned. *?§£■ 
JtaJy does not yet have a law against doplF 
ing, although there is no shortage of dr^p 
legislation for when the Italian Paiiiama^^ 
reconvenes in September. ^ ' 

In the meantime, magistrates are making^' 
do with existing an article in the penal code •* 
against the “administering of medicines " 

which are a danger to public health." 


Jail steroid users, AOC urges 
Australian legislators 


SYDNEY (AFP) — Fearful 
die 2000 Sydney Olympics 
could be dubbed die ’Drug 
Games', the Australian 
Olympic Committee (AOC) 
Monday called on the federal 
government to jail those ath- 
letes caught using anabolic 
steroids. 

AOC president John Coates 
has written to Prime Minister 
John Howard and all stare 
premiers in a plea for 'hard" 
drugs in sport to be treated as 
narcotics 

The AOC has also asked for 
potential Olympians to sign a 
letter promising to repay all 
financial grams from the 
AOC if they test positive to a 
banned drug. 

Under the AOCs drug 
reform submission anyone 
convicted of trafficking in 
anabolic androgenic steroids. 
Beta 2 agonists (other than 
salbutamol. salmeterol and 
terbutaline). peptide and gly- 


coprotein hormones or ana- 
logues. could face life impris- 
onment An athlete testing 
positive to the drags could be 
jailed for up to two years. 

“If we are to ensure that the 
2000 Olympics Games are 
not to be remembered as the 
‘Drag Games' immediate 
action is required," Coates 
told a press conference here 
Monday. 

’The sporting community 
in Australia has adopted a 
strong stance against the use 
of drugs in sport but the sport- 
ing community needs the 
assistance of all Australian 
governments to stamp out the 
practices by which our aih- 
letes are supplied with these 
insidious drugs.” 

Coaies said the non-med- 
ical use of anabolic steroids 
in Australia was greater than 
heroin and cocaine and a sur- 
vey of 11 to 17-year-old 
schoolchildren in the most 


populous state of New South 
Wales showed about four per- 
cent were using anabolic 
steroids. 

The AOC chief said if the 
legislation had been in place 
last January when Chinese 
swimmer Yuan Yuan was 
found with 13 vials of a 
human growth hormone in' 
her luggage on the way to the 
World Swimming 

Championships in Perth, she 
would have had to face the. 
courts. >' 

Coaies said he had written a «. 
letter informing International 
Olympic Committee presi- 
dent Juan Antonio 
Samaranch of die AOCs ini- 
tiatives and the proposal 
would be raised at next year's 
world conference on doping. 

He said the AOC's stance 
was the toughest to be taken 
by any country. 


Greene and Johnson 
lead U.S stars at GP 


LAUSANNE (AFP) — World and Olympic 400m cham- 
pion Michael Johnson and sprint king Maurice Greene 
will vie for centresiage when the European athletics 
Grand Prix circuit resumes here on Tuesday. 

Organisers hope a string of world-class Americans will 
inspire the fans at the “Athletissima” meeting, with many 
of Europe's best sidestepping the event to recover from 
the just-concluded European Championships. 

The men's sprints, with Greene, Trinidad’s 200m world 
champion Ato Boldon and newly-crowned 200m African 
champion Frankie Fredericks to Che fore, promise some 
fine action. 

The one absence will be Canadian Olympic 100m 
champion Donovan Bailey, who is recovering after injury. 

The women's 100m. however, will not see the match-up 
everybody would like to see — world champion Marion 
Jones of the United States, so dominant over the distance, 
against Christine Arron of France, a major star in the 
making after taking the European title in record time. 

Arron, who also anchored the French 4x1 00m relay to 
gold, is due to rest after her heroics in Budapest and will 
be absent. 

The top women’s event is likely to come in the 400m 
hurdles, with American Kim Batten, the world record 
holder, taking on Jamaican Deon Hcramings, the Olympic 
champion, and Morocco's Nezha Bidouane. the world 
champion. 

Other Olympic champions on show will be high hurdler 
Allen Johnson of the U.S., Russia's Svetlana Masterkova 
and Nourredine Morcelj of Algeria. 
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Q-l - East -Wert vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*6 VQJlOS 0AI8 8S *K084 

Th e bidd ing has proceeded: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 
1* INI 7 

What action do you take? 

A - With 10 points in high card3 
and good intermediates, the hand 
belongs to you. The surest way to 
got that message across to partner 
is to double. Naturally you mtend 
to wield the axe should Uk oppo- 
nents attempt to run out. 

Q-2 - Neither vulnerable as South 

you hold; 

*7»5 CA 108 42 *4 XKBB3 

Th e bidd ing has proceeded. 

NORTH EAST south west 
10 Pas* IT Pw 
3* P» 7 

What action do you take? 

A - At first glance it might seem 
that, with only sere a high-card 
points and a singleton in partner's 
Grxt-bid suit, you should pass. But 
your hand revalues lo some 10 
points in support of clubs, so a raise 
lo three dubs is clear cut 

Q. 3 - Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold. 

•AK«3 TAQ872 CAB *A 8 
wnac is your opening bid? 

A . Although by the losing-trick 
count the hand contains only four 
losers, lack of body in the tang sun 
w a flaw that makes the holding 
unsuitable tor a demand bid of two 
hearts. We would pretend one of 
our BMWor-sult cards woe in a mine,. 

and ope n two no trump. If that is 
too nch for your Wood, start the ball 
rolling wuh one heart. 

§■ Mother vulnerable, as 


5 VJ 4793 


*AJ« 71093 OAKJ1QVB5 aYotd 
Parmer opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

A • With only 13 high-card points 
and a void in opener’s suit, it might 
seem that a bid of one diamond is 
more than enough. However, if you. 
don’t Jump shift now, you will never 
be able to convince partner of the 
trick-taking power of your holding 
without distorting the auction. 

Jump tv two diamonds. 

Q. 5 » Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold; 

AVold CJ 875 OA10 984S *K7« 

The bi dding ban proceeded: 

WEST NORTH EAST BOUTS 
3* 3NT DM 7 
What action do you Lake? 

A - Had there been no double, w - 
would be thmlring jjj te r ms of a pos- 
sible slnm. Now you should be con- 
tent to play three no tramp, and it 
ia only a question of whether yon 
should redouble. Since it is impoc- ; 
aiUe to determine how many tricks - 
four spades can be defeated should 
the opponents ran. take the noddle 
road and pass. 

Q. S - Neither vulnerable, aa 
South you hold: 

*AKe ?AJ7a OK MJIT*'. 

The bidding has proceeded: ‘ 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST.-: 
I* Pass »o Ptai ;5 ; 

What do you bid now? • 

A - A new suit by opener at tba . 
one level is not forcing, w South ~ , 
cannot afford to rebidoodh«rk - 
That leaves as the only option. in - 
«wr opinion, a jump to two iMKtKr? •> 
“ough we know some who would 
j^nip to two no tramp without bat- g 
ting an eyelash. ' 'L' 
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Britain's Steve Backley throws the javelin on his way to winning the gold medal at the 
European Track and Field Championships in Budapest (AP Photo) 

Arron stars but Pole and 
Kipketer provide lasting images 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — While 
French sprinter Christine 
Arron provided a much needed 
bit of class, at the European 
championships, which ended 
here oh Sunday, the lasting 
images ^were the contrasting 
fortunes of Polish 400 metres 
hurdles . champion Pawel 
Janoszewdri, who had been 
read" fh&/ ; last rites last 
November; _and the utter 
despair of Denmark's 800 
metres vrortd'record holder 
Wilson Kipketer. 

! JanmsewskM -who .ran -a 
national record to overhaul 
race favourite Ruslan 
Maschenko in die final 20 
mares; showed that coming so 
clo^e to death leaves you with 
nothing to lose while Kipketer, 
who has lost four of the five 
races be has run in the last 
month, was evidently still 
weakened by his severe bout 
of malaria and could not sum- 
mon up the reserves required 
to beat a poor class field. 

While the Pole, who went 
into a coma last November 
after a car crash and still runs 
despite having a Wood clot on 
die brain, never let himself 
believe he was going to be 
beaten the Kenyan-bom natu- 
ral] sed-Dane’s fragile confi- 
dence evaporated on the final 
bend and a brief contact with 
German winner Nils 
Schumann virtually saw him 
give, up as be drifted back to 
eighth and last 
“I was told I would never 
walk again, but Poles never 
late no for an answer and once 
I had achieved that I thought 
anything was possible,” 
Januszewski said. 

Kipketer, who won the 
world indoor and outdoor titles 
last year and broke both the 
respective wodd records, had 
already had his doubts over his 
ability to win telling his coach 
that be was not happy nor sat- 
isfied and Schumann summed 
up the sudden fall in the great 
athlete's fortunes. 

“The Kipketer of last year 
would not have cared about 


arm contact, he would still 
have won, he was just using 
that as an excuse,” the 20-year- 
old said. 

The 24-year-old Arron 
though was the individual star, 
with respect to Ireland's Sonia 
O’Sullivan who won the 5.000 
metres and 10,000 metres, 
while the British team finished 
top of the medals table with 
nine golds, a fair feat consider- 
ing their governing body is still 
in the hands of the administra- 
tors • - ••• ■ *• - 

ff’anyone 1 ha>rfltiy>sttoutHS : 
about Anon’s ability to be a 
major challenger to Marion 
Jones, the current queen of 
world, sprinting, then Russia’s 
Irina Plivalova will bear wit- 
ness to her class, as twee the 
flame haired French girl over- 
came insurmountable deficits 
into shattering wins. 

Arron, who enjoys what she 
calls no sort of relationship 
with her predecessor as French 
darting the 1996 double 
Olympic champion Marie- 
Jose Perec, came from five 
metres down to take both tire 
100 metres tide and the 
European record off Privalova 
and then produced a perfor- 
mance that stunned the crowd 
in the relay as she came from 
10 metres back to win by about 
five. 

The confidence these perfor- 
mances have given to Anon, 
who like Perec was bom on the 
French West Indies island of 
Guadeloupe, was clear in the 
way she approached the sub- 
ject of beating Jones. 

Tm not obsessed by Jones 
but that's because I fed I am 
now capable of beating her 
without concentrating on what 
she’s going to do. J still have 
things to improve on like my 
start but we are definitely neck 
and neck,” she said. 

While Arron brought what 
was much needed class to a 
French team that experienced a 
dreadful championships, gain- 
ing only one more medal than 
the far less well financed Irish 
team, the British experienced a 


championships that only a year 
ago would have been the stuff 
of fantasy. 

‘The fact that it isn’t just the 
elder statesmen who have won 
. [he titles here. The future looks 
very promising,” British athlet- 
ics supremo David Moorcroft 
said. 

While the old guard of Colin 
Jackson and Steve Backley 
won their third successive 
European titles with champi- 
onship records and another 30 
something Jonathan- Edwaids 

won fos'firar European’ -'triple 
jump title, also with a champi- 
onship record, youth ws repre- 
sented by Darren Campbell, 
coached by Britain's splinting 
legend Linford Christie, win- 
ning die 100 metres, and Iwan 
Thomas triumphed in the 400. 

“He's got the ability to chal- 
lenge the Ato Boldon’s and 
Maurice Greene’s. But this is 
just a stepping stone for him 
and there is still a lot of tilings 
to work on.” Christie said of 
his pupil 

Campbell, whom Christie 
took a shine to and allowed 
him to follow him around the 
1992 Barcelona Olympics, 
said he had turned die corner 
after flirting with a football 
career and years of not living 
up to his idol’s belief that he 
was his natural successor. 

'Tins title has come because 
I finally realised that one has to 
put the work in if you are to 
succeed and not go round with 
one’s head in the clouds 
believing your own publicity 
and that txxoming Linford’s 
successor is your God given 
right,” the 24-year-old said. 

The European's certainly 
will never rival the world’s for 
class of performance and 
expectancy but stories like 
Januszewsld's and Kipketer’s 
provide the sport of athletics 
with what it requires to bring 
people to the stadia and will do 
so much more than million 
dollar bonuses ever will — a 
mixture of foirytale, soap 
opera and more importantly a 
human story. 



Germany’s Ears Refdel prepaws to throw on his way to winning then gold medal in 
the Men’s Discus at the European Track and Field Championships m Budapest ( AP 
Photo) 


Seles 
wins 4th 
straight 
Canadian 
Open 


MONTREAL (AFP) — 
Monica Seles won her 
fourth consecutive 

Canadian Open here 
Sunday with a straight sets 
6-3, 6-2 victory over 

Spain's Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario. 

Sunday's final however, 
proved an anti-climax with 
Seles showing the strain of 
having played a long semi- 
final on Saturday evening 
against world number one 
Martina Hingis, while 
Sanchez Vicario produced 
an error-ridden perfor- 
mance. 

Seles broke early to take 
a 3-0 lead in the first set 
and started as strongly in 
the second set, breaking the 
Spaniard's serve in the 
opening game. 

The only time Sanchez 
Vicario looked like making 
a comeback was in the 
sixth game of the second 
set, but she squandered two 
opportunities to break 
serve. 

Seles' match-winning 
shot, which trickled over 
the net cord, summed up 
the match. Seles said it had 
not been her “most stylish” 
performance. 

The American first won 
the Canadian Open in 
1995, when she chose the 
event ro make her return to 
international first-class ten- 
nis after her enforced lay- 
off from being stabbed in 
Germany by a crazed fan. 

The Spaniard has won the 
Canadian Open twice, the 
la$t time in 1992 when she 
defeated Seles in the final. 


Pirkifts v 
in dilemma 
over 

disrupted 
training for 
KL Games 


BRISBANE (AFP) — 
Australia’s dual Olympic 
gold medallist Kieren 
Perkins is yet again having a 
troubled buildup to a major 
swimming meet 

The triple world record 
holder is concerned he may 
bum out if he resumes train- 
ing too hard soon after an 
energy-sapping illness in the 
countdown to next month's 
Kuala Lumpur 

Commonwealth Games. 

Perkins is in a dilemma to 
try to make up lost ground 
after missing last week’s 
training which could give 
compatriot and Perth world 
champion Grant Hackett the 
edge in their Malaysian 
1500m freestyle showdown. 

Perkins was struck down 
with influenza after record- 
ing the second fastest 800m 
freestyle in the world this 
year suggesting he was on his 
way to his best form for the 
Malaysian meet. 

‘The biggest problem 
we've got at the moment is 
that if 1 get back into it too 
hard, too fast, I could have a 
relapse,” Perkins, 25, said 
here Monday. 

Perkins will join other 
members of Australia’s 41- 
strong Games swimming 
ream in Perth Tuesday for 
three days before heading to 
Singapore for an 11-day 
camp to acclimatise before 
flying to KL. 

The triple world record- 
holder won the last 
Commonwealth 1500m title 
in Canada in dramatic fash- 
ion, setting two world 
records in the one race — for 
SOOra and 1500m .... four 
years on, both records still 
stand. 

Peridns missed out on qual- 
ifying for this year’s world 
championships and just ‘ 
scraped into the 1996 Atlanta 
Olympic Games team, where 
he swam one of his most 
courageous races to take gold 
in die 1500m freestyle. 


Jordan’s basketball team 
leaves for Taipei Thursday 

Iraqi team arrives for friendly matches 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Iraqi national basketball team arrived here 
Monday to play two friendlies against their Jordanian coun- 
terparts before the Kingdom's men's team leaves for 
Chinese Taipei Thursday to take part in the William Jones 
International Tournament. 

Originally, 16 teams from around the world were to take 
part in the week-long tournament, but have dropped to ten. 
Jordans now joins nine teams representing Asia in addition 
to the Costa Rican team which has replaced China. 

The participating teams have been divided into two 
groups. The first includes Jordan, Chinese Taipei, UAE, 
Korea, Malaysia while Group 2 includes Japan, Thailand. 
Saudi Arabia, the Philippines and Costa Rica. 

The top two teams in each group will play in the semifi- 
nals while the rest will play for 5th- 10th places. 

Tournament regulations stipulate that the host team quali- 
fies to the semifinals, regardless of its results in the prelimi- 
nary round. 

This adds a burden on Jordan which has to win Group l to 
ensure qualification since taking second place in case Taipei 
does not take first place will drop Jordan out of contention 
because Taipei will then qualify with the first placed team. 

Jordan opens its matches against Taipei Aug. 3 1 and then 
plays the UAE, Korea and Malaysia. 

The Kingdom was placed seventh in the last .Asian 
Basketball Championship which was held in Saudi Arabia 


last year. 

The team’s head coach Murad Barakat was quoted as say- 
ing he was happy with the team's t rainin g and performance 
in last week's training camp in Athens. 

The team played six matches winning two and losing the 
rest. 

Jordan Basketball Federation officals Tuesday declined ro 
name the final lineup of the national team, probably await- 
ing the outcome of the matches against Iraq to name the final 
12' 

The team includes mainly under-22 players and are joined 
by veterans HilaJ Barakat and Yousef Zaghloul who have 
recently rejoined the team. 

The lineup also includes Faisal Nsour, Fadi Saqqa, Naser 
Alawneh. Naser Bassam, Jan Sahlieh. Ay man Du'eis, Ma'an 
Odeh, Husain Lutfi, Ashraf Samara, and Yousef Abu Bakr. 

.Iordan’s match schedule 


Aug. 31 
Sept 1 
Sept 2 
Sept 3 
Sept 4 


Sept 5 


Jordan-Taipei 
Jordan-UAE 
Jordan- Korea 
Jordan -Malaysia 
7-Stb places 
9- 10th places 
Semifinals 
5 -6th places 
3-Jth places 
Final match 


Participants gear up for Rumman Hill Climb 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The 
International Rumman Hill 
Climb is set for Aug. 28 
with over 50 professional 
drivers participating in the 
country's most popular 
auto event organised by the 
Royal Automobile Club of 
Ionian (RACJ). 

Several famous names 
from England, Saudi 
Arabia, Lebanon, the 
United Arab Emirates and 
Jordan will drive the three- 
kilometre, 27- curve path 
trying to break the two- 
minute barrier set by His 
Majesty King Hussein in 
1989 in his Mercedes 190 
with a time of 2 minutes 42 
seconds. 

King Hussein broke his 
own record in 1996 with a 
time of 1:57.28 

Jordan's Speed Tests 
Championionship leafier 
Yasser Jarrar who leads 
with 85 points will be the 
country’s favourite along 
with Jordan’s Rumman 
Hill Climb champion 
Ahmad Daoud. 

Daoud took first place in 
the qualifying National 
Rumman Hill Climb last 
May clocking 2:11.63 in 
his Ford Cos worth. Jarrar 
came second with 2:15:06 
in his Renault 5 Turbo. 



Yasser Jarrar in his Renault GT Turbo 


Jordanian drivers will 
face some tough competi- 
tion from the Arab World. 

Lebanon's champion 
Nabtl Karam in his Lancia 
Delta is another contender 
as this is not Karam 's first 
try to conquer the hill. 

UAE's Salem Ben 
Shiban in his Ford Escort 
Cosworth, and Lebanon's 
Fadi Hayek in bis Ford 
Sierra Cosworth will also 
test their skills. 

The female touch will 
also be there with Jordan’s 


Maya Mufti — the only 
female participant — in 
her Triumph TR8. She will 
try to take advantage of 
skills she leamt during her 
last participation in 
Lebanon’s Rally du 
Printernps in May with 
Lebanese co-driver Hala 
Nasser A1 Din in a Nissan 
Pulsar. 

Jordan’s Fares Bustami 
who came fourth in the last 
National Rumman Hill 
Climb will also take part in 
the event. 


The lull climb takes 
place 17-krn north of 
Amman just off the Jerash 
highway, two kilometres 
north of Rumman village. 

The event will be held 
uader the Patronage of His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal who will present the 
champions with prizes at a 
special ceremony Friday 
evening. 

Meanwhile, RACJ will 
hold a dinner Wednesday 
in honour of participants, 
officials and the media. 


Corretja topples Agassi for RCA title 


INDIANAPOLIS (AFP) 
— Spain's Alex Corretja, 
his fighting spirit rallied 
by an accidental second- 
set knockdown, upset 
Andre Agassi 2-6. 6-2, 6-3 
here Sunday to win the $1 
million RCA 

Championship. 

Corretja* seeded sixth, 
fell to the court as he was 
struck by an Agassi return 
in the sixth game of the 
second set. 

The fifth-seeded 

American rushed over to 
help his opponent up. But 
afterwards, it was Agassi 
who went on the slide. 
Corretja clinched his third 
title of the year after three 
sets lasting one hour, 58 
minutes. 

“It was an accident and I 
did break him in that 


game,” Corretja said of the 
incident. “But next time 
I’d prefer to break him 
normally.” 

The victory was the first 
in America for Cornja. 
who will break back into 
the Top 10 on Monday, 
just in time for 
Wednesday’s draw for the 
U.S. Open, the final Grand 
Slam of the year that opens 
August 31 in New York. 

“I played great tennis to 
beat him. I've beaten top 
guys bardcourt before” 
said the 24-year -old from 
Barcelona. “After the firsi 
set, I just waited. 

“I thought that if he 
could play that well, he 
would deserve to win easi- 
ly. But in the second set I 
realised I was playing 
deeper and he was not hit- 


ting as hard. 

“I couldn't do anything 
at the start. He was playing 
perfect tennis.” 

Agassi was stung by the 
failure to earn his third 
title of the summer, fol- 
lowing hardcourt victories 
in Washington and Los 
Angeles. 

“I had a lot of chances, 
but I hit come returns 
short. That’s not going to 
get the job done,” Agassi 
said of the third game in 
the final set when he had 
four chances to break the 
Spaniard. 

“it just slipped away. He 
played a pretty good game 
to break me and that was 


all she wrote. I have no 
complaints about where 
my game is. You can’t 
expect to play well all of 
the time. But I feel I can 
go into the U.S, Open 
playing well.” 

Agassi took early control 
with two breaks for a 3-0 
lead in brilliant summmer 
sunshine and temperatures 
approaching 30 C. 

The fifth seed thrilled a 
partisan crowd as he 
earned a break point the 
hard way in the third game 
— by wining a point 
which included a back- 
wards between-rhe-legs 
return which landed good. 


J FOR SALE V 

IN VERY GOOD CONDITION 
Complete bedroom with OAK bed, large wardrobe, 
dressing table, 2 bedside tables, shelves. 
Price: JD800 

Tel.: 5926307 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Location: West Amman 

The apartment is a basement of a villa, with an allside 
outlook to the garden. Consists of two bedrooms, dining, 
sitting, kitchen, two bathrooms, separate telephone + 
separate entrance. Preferably on annual basis. 

For more information please contact 5865742 
from 8 a.m. to 12 noon and from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. 



VERSUS 

Grand 
Opening 

Thursday 28th. August 

20% OFF 

ON FOOD & DRINKS ^ 

LIVE MUSIC & 

Open from 12:00 Noon THl Late Night ^ 
Sweifiyeh - Turino Hotel, 

Tek 5816690. CmiluSer. 079-29294, 
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Netherlands agrees to 
host Lockerbie trial 


Agencies 

THE DUTCH government 
on Monday said it would 
cooperate ftUJy with Britain 
and the United States over 
the possibility of trying the 
two suspected Lockerbie 
bombers in the Netherlands. 

“The Council of Ministers 
has today decided to cooper- 
ate with a request from the 
American and British gov- 
ernments to have the trial of 
the two Libyans suspected of 
the Lockerbie bombing con- 
ducted in the Netherlands," 
the Dutch government said 
in a statement 

“The trial will be held in a 
place to be decided later by a 
Scottish court and in accor- 
dance with Scottish law" the 
cabinet added. 

In a radical change of posi- 
tion. U.S. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright and 
British Foreign Secretary 
Robin Cook announced on 
Monday that the two coun- 
tries agreed that the trial 
could be held in The Hague 
before a Scottish court, with 
Scottish judges applying 


Scottish law'. 

Two Libyan agents are 
accused of masterminding 
the attack on the U.S.-bound 
Pan Am Boeing 747 flight 
from London on Dec. 21. 
1988 which blew up over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, killing 
270 people, including 1 1 on 
the ground. 

The U.N. Security Council 
imposed a ban on aims sales 
and flights to the north 
African country in 1992 
after it refused to hand over 
the suspects — Abdul Basel 
Ali Mohammed El Megrahi 
and A1 Amine Khalifa 
Fhimah — for trial. 

But Tripoli has refused to 
wilt under the pressure, say- 
ing it cannot hand over the 
men as it has no extradition 
treaty with Britain or the 
United States and that Libya 
doubts that the suspects 
would get a fair trial in either 
country. 

Tire' Dutch government 
said it had accepted to host 
the trial in “the cause of 
international law as well as 
international peace and 
security." 


“A trial will represent an 
important contribution to the 
tight against terrorism," the 
statement added. 

Already a host to die 
International Court of 
Justice, the International 
Criminal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia and the 
future International Criminal 
Court, the trial "will also 
strengthen the Netherlands’ 
position as a centre for inter- 
national law," the govern- 
ment pointed out 

Meanwhile, the United - 
States announced it would 
press for international oil 
sanctions on Libya if it 
failed to hand over the two 
suspects, a senior U.S. offi- 
cial said on Monday. 

The official said 
Washington had always 
favoured a multilateral oil 
embargo but believed other 
countries would now be 
more willing to go along if 
Tripoli rejected a compro- 
mise proposal announced on 
Monday for the trial of the 
suspects. 


Taleban: Ben Laden far 
away when missiles hit 


MIRANSHAH (R) — Islamist 
militant Osama Ben Laden was 
a long way from the camps 
struck by U.S. cruise missiles in 
Afghanikan last week, a senior 
figure in the Afghan Taleban 
movement said. 

“Osama was not even within 
a 500-kilometre radius of die 
attack. The cruise missile attack 
was like killing a fly with a can- 
non,” Mullah Jalauddin 
Haqqani told a Reuters reporter 
who returned on Monday from 
the Pakistan frontier close to the 
area hit by the missiles. 

Haqqani. a minister of bor- 
ders in, the Taleban- administra- 
tion, said on Saturday that Arab 
members of guerrilla groups 
abandoned their camps before 
the Tomahawk cruise missiles 
struck last Thursday and 
Pakistani and Kashmiri fighters 
took the heaviest casualties in 
the attack. 

“All the Arabs were aware of 
a possible attack. There were 
only guards there when the 
cruise missiles hit their camp. 
Most of the people who died in 
the attack were Pakistanis or 
Kashmiris," he said. 

Haqqani. who has been based 
in Miranshah on the Pakistan 
side of the bolder ever since the 
Soviet occupation of 
Afghanistan, said only one 
Arab was killed. 

The U.S. missile attack, car- 
ried out to avenge 263 people 
killed by bomb blasts at its 
embassies in East Africa earlier 
this month, killed 21 people and 
wounded 53. 

The US. says Ben Laden's 
groups are responsible for the 


blasts in Kenya and Tanzania. 

Supreme Taleban leader 
Mullah Mohammad Omar 
ordered Ben Laden to stop 
making threatening statements 
against the U.S. following the 
missile strikes, and according to 
an Afghan Islamic Press report 
on Monday the Saudi dissident 
has agreed to obey. 

But threats still flew from 
others sympathetic to Ben 
Laden 5 jihad, holy war. against 
the U.S. 

“We won't shut down these 
camps. We will allow more so 
that the Muslims should fight 
for their rights and against- the 
gangsterism of America.” 
Haqqani said. 

He said the Taleban. which 
controls 90 per cent of 
Afghanistan, will support all 
the oppressed Muslims whether 
they are in Sudan. Kenya or 
anywhere else. 

Residents of Miranshah. a 
tribal town, 240 km southwest 
of Peshawar, the provincial cap- 
ital of Pakistan's north west 
frontier, witnessed the bloody 
results of the U.S. attack as 
dozens of wounded were fer- 
ried to the town from the camps 
across the border. 

Eight guerrillas were dead on 
arrival. Most of the wounded 
have left the town, but one 
remaining victim recounted the 
moment a missile struck his 
camp. 

“1 was on guard duty. I heard 
something like a whistle of a jet 
over my head and then explo- 
sions. Something struck me and 
I fell down.” Furqan Bhatri. 20. 
a militant of Jamiatul 


Mujahideen said. 

‘Then help came and I was 
put on a van for Pakistan.” he 
added. 

Pakistani guards at a nearby 
border post remembered night 
being turned to day when tire 
missiles crashed into the camps 
in the mountains near Khost on 
the Afghan side. 

“There were four explosions. 
They came a minute after each 
other. Each time the sky and 
nearby land lit up like it was 
day as if the sun has come out 
unexpectedly,'' said Subedar 
Umer 

■ Hayat, 34, who was in charge 
of the outpost that night A 
guard at another checkpoint a 
few hundred metres closer to 
the frontier recalled the terror of 
the noise. “Dhuk—dhuk.. dhuk. 
The sound was horrifying. We 
have no hunters so we cowered 
in a comer of our post and sat 
silently wondering what to do." 
Khasadar Eid Rehman said. 

A couple of hours later trucks 
carrying wounded Islamic mili- 
tants began crossing the border. 
The wounded were followed by 
dozens of empty-handed young 
men running towards the buses. 

“Most of these Pakistanis 
were inside the camp at the 
tune of the attack." a local resi- 
dent said. “Some who had 
superficial injuries immediately 
boarded buses for their home- 
towns." he added. 

‘Yew could see the fear and 
frustration in their eyes. They 
fled the camps empty-handed. 
Some were even without 
shoes." Murtuza Khan, a shop- 
keeper said. 


American embassies’ bombing 
suspects ‘to be tried in U.S.’ 


NAIROBI (AFPl — Key sus- 
pects in the Nairobi U.S. 
embassy bomb attack will be 
tried in (he United Slates, 
accenting to a Kenyan newspa- 
per repart here Monday, as the 
investigation appeared to be 
making more progress. 

The East African Standard 
quoting unnamed senior Kenyan 
police sources, said that the 
police who have been waiting 
closely with the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FB!) on the 
case, agreed that the principal 
accused should have a U.S. trial. 

The rival Nation newspaper 
for its part reported opposition 
Kenyan leaders as calling for the 
arrested suspects to be tried in 
the United States. 

Former Vice-President Mwai 
Kibaki, head of the Democratic 
Party and official opposition 
l eader, said there was an extradi- 
tion treaty allowing this, and that 
Kenya bad not the means to 
ensure counter-terrorist security 
during a promised trial. 

The unconfirmed Standard 
report said that as soon as the 
investigation leads to criminal 
charges being preferred, the sus- 
pects would be "transferred to 
Che United States under interna- 
tional law." 

A total 25? people died and 


more than 5.000 were wounded 
by two massive car bomb explo- 
sions, reportedly organised by 
Islamists, at the U.S. embassies 
in Nairobi and Dar Es Salaam on 
August 7. 

In retaliation the United States 
launched cruise missile attacks 
Thursday on an alleged terrorist 
facility south of Kabul in 
Afghanistan and a pharmaceuti- 
cal factory in Khartoum. Sudan. 

The chief suspect is 
Mohammad Soddiq Howaida. a 
Palestinian arrested in Karachi, 
(he day of (he explosions. 

He was deported to Nairobi 
after reportedly telling ftjJdvlani 
officials that he organised the 
attacks on behalf of a group run 
by millionaire Saudi Islamist 
Osama Ben Laden. 

According to the Nation 
Monday, investigators are 
almost certain that the Nairobi 
bomb was carried on a flatbed 
Toyota Dyna 200 pickup truck 
— a vehicle with a carrying 
capacity of about a tonne. 

The weekly East African 
meanwhile front-paged colour 
pictures of two prime suspects 
held in Nairobi: Howaida and a 
Yemeni named Khalid Salim. 

Salim was the subject of an 
identification parade last week to 
lind the man who threw a 


grenade at the embassy at the 
time of the attack. But contrary 
to an earlier report, there now 
appears to be sane doubt over 
his positive identification by wit- 
nesses. 

A third suspect a Lebanese 
named Abdullah Nacba. was 
seen filming the VS. embassy 
four days before the attacks, 
according to witnesses, the 
weekly also said 

FBI agents descended in force 
on a cheap hotel in Nairobi last 
Tuesday © examine a room 
where die bombers are believed 
to have prepared the huge explo- 
sive charge in the days immedi- 
ately before the blasts. 

On the question of where the 
trial of suspects would be held, 
the East African said Kenyan 
officials had hinted that they' 

would not object to it being held 
in another country, including die 
United States. 

FBI director Louis Freeh, who 
visited Dar Es Salaam and 
Nairobi last week in connection 
with the attacks, gave no public 
indication on this point. He met 
Kenya’s Attorney-General 
Amos V/ako, among others. 

U5. Secretary of State 
Madeleine Albright also visited 
Tanzania and Kenya last week 
because of (he bomb attacks. 




MASS MARRIAGE SPONSORED BY BUSINESS: A line of sixteen Jordanian couples sit for a photo in Amman, 
late night Sunday. A mass wedding organised to help poorer families overcome exorbitant wedding expenses by 
sharing the costs of a lavish party, partly sponsored by local businesses (Reuters photo) 

Israel to spend $3m on Hebron 
settlement of seven families 

Israeli government has budget- Israel detains dozens for 

ed $3 million to build perma- 
nent houses in a radical Jewish f m | .1 ■ || I 

srsii'srs curfew violation in Hebron 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli government has budget- 
ed $3 million to build perma- 
nent houses in a radical Jewish 
settlement in Hebron which 
now includes only mobile 
homes, officials said Monday. 

Infrastructure Minister Ariel 
Sharon, die leading natio nalis t 
hard-liner in government, 
informed settlers in Hebron of 
details of the building plan late 
Sunday night, the officials 
said. 

The new’ housing will go up 
in the Hebron Jewish enclave 
of Tel Rumeida where a 63- 
year-old rabbi was stabbed to 
death by a Palestinian 
Thursday night 

Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu's cabinet decided 
Sunday in response to the 
killing to ambonse construc- 
tion of the pwmanent housing 
at Tel Rumeida, home to only 
seven families who include the 
most radical members of die 
Hebron settler community. 

The cabinet provided no 
details of the building plan but 
Sharon told Tel Rumeida resi- 
dents late Sunday that $3 mil- 
lion would be spent 

David Wilder, a spokesman 
for the 400 Jewish seders liv- 
ing in Hebron, said they warn- 
ed a three-storey building wilh 
70 housing units placed at Tel 
Rumeida, but government offi- 
cials would not say how many 
new homes were planned. 

Radical Jewish settlers creat- 
ed Tel Rumeida 14 years ago 

Sudan wants 
Carter to 
inspect 
bombed plant 

BAGHDAD (R) — Sudan’s 
Foreign Minister Mustafa 
Osman Ismail said former 
LLS. President Jimmy Carter 
could lead a US. team to 
inspect a Sudanese factory 
which was hit by U.S, missiles 
on Thursday on grounds it 
produced chemical weapons. 

“A neutral respected person 
like ex-Presidcnt Carter could 
lead an investigation team and 
come and see whether this 
factory is really producing 
chemicals or not" Ismail told 
reporters in Baghdad late on 
Sunday nighL 

Sudan has asked the U.N. 
Security Council to send a 
fact-finding mission to inspect 
the factory, which the govern- 
ment says Is owned by 
Sudanese businessmen SaJah 
Idris and Ahmed Idris. 
Khartoum said the factory 
called A1 Shiffa (the recovery) 
was purely producing medi- 
cines. 

“We asked a fact-finding 
mission to come and investi- 
gate whether the plant was 
manufacturing medicines or 
chemicals," Ismail said. 

He said foe complex was 
built by a private Jordanian 
company and was financed by 
an African development bank. 
“It is owned 100 per cent by a 
Sudanese businessman and 
has nothing to do with foe 
Sudanese gorernmem what- 
soever." 

“The person managing the 
factory is British." he said 


ISRAELI TROOPS have detained dozens of 
Palestinians for violating a curfew imposed on 
parts of Hebron following foe murder of a local 
Jewish settee Palestinian sources said Monday. 

A number of those picked up on Sunday and 
Monday were fined S135 for leaving their 
homes in the sector of Hebron which remains 
under Israeli control, they said. 

The army announced meanwhile that 6JXX) 
Hebron Palestinian merchants and labourers 
who hold permits to work inside Israel would be 
allowed to leave the city beginning Monday. 

The array sealed off all of Hebron and 
imposed a curfew on the Israeli-controlled sector 
of the city after a 63-year-old Jewish settler was 
stabbed to death jn h is home, inside a Jewish set- 
tler enclave Thursday nighL 
Four-fifths of Hebron, a City of 120,000, was 
transferred to Palestinian rule in January 1997. 
The other fifth, which remains under full Israeli 


control includes enclaves where some 400 zeal- 
ous Jewish settlers live alongside 15,000 
Palestinians. 

The army lifted foe curfew in its sector for two 
hours Sunday evening to allow Palestinian resi- 
dents to purchase essentials. 

But when the Palestinians left their homes to 
shop, drey were attacked by several dozen set- 
tlers who pelted them with eggs and vegetables 
and overturned merchant stands and carts. 

Palestinians responded by hurling stones and 
bottles at the settlers in a fierce free-for-all until 
Israeli soldiers intervened to separate foe two 
sides. 

Some 100 Israelis from foe far-right Women in 
Green movement oh Monday hefcl a solidarity 
march firm the Jewish quarter of Hebron to Tel 
Rumeida. the settler enclave where Rabbi 
Shlomo Raanan was stabbed last week. 


in the middle of an Arab 
neighbourhood on a hilltop 
overlooking the main body of 
foe Jewish settlement in 
Hebron. 

Successive governments 
have refused in the past to 
build permanent housing at the 
site, which archaeologists say 
lies atop bronze age remains of 
the first Jewish town estab- 
lished in Hebron by Abraham. 

The Palestinian National 
Authority beaded by Yasser 
Arafat strongly condemned 
the Tel Rumeida building plan 


and demanded Israel retract 
the decision. 

Following the murder 
Thursday of Rabbi Shlomo 
Raanan. the Isneli army 
imposed a curfew on Arab 
neighbourhoods surrounding 
the Jewish quarter and which 
remained under Israeli control 
when the rest of Hebron was 
granted autonomy in January 
1997. 

Jewish settlers attacked 
Palestinian residents and 
traders laic Sunday when the 
curfew was lifted for two 


hours so families could stock 
up on supplies, witnesses said. 
About 15,000 Palestinians are 
affected by foe curfew. 

Settler youths pelted 
Palestinian merchants and 
shoppers with eggs and veg- 
etables and burned one car 
during the pause in the curfew, 
while Palestinians responded 
by throwing stones, witnesses 
said. 

Israeli soldiers eventually 
intervened to separate the two 
sides but residents said foe city 
remained tense on Monday. 


King Fahd readmitted to hospital 


DUBAI (AFP) — Saudi King Fahd has 
been readmitted to hospital with “minor 
complications’* four days after he was dis- 
charged following the removal of his gall 
bladder, diplomats in Saudi Arabia said 
Monday. 

Both Western and Arab diplomats said 
the king had been readmitted to hospital 
early Friday and was still there. 

One diplomat speaking by telephone 
from Riyadh, said the king was admitted 
to hospital suffering from "minor compli- 
cations" following the gall bladder opera- 
tion. 

"We think it was a fairly routine thing 
— he needed to have some fluid drained 
or there was some sort of infectioa. We 
assume he's still in hospital." the diplomat 
said. 

The diplomat said he thought King Fahd 
had been admitted into the King Faisal 
Specialist Hospital in Riyadh, foe best 
equipped medical centre in foe kingdom, 
where the original operation was carried 
out. There was no official confirmation 
from the royal palace on the king’s health 
and a palace spokesman would only say 
“the kinc is in good health." 

Journalists in Riyadh reported that the 
King Faisal Specialist Hospital had none 
of foe usual security measures imple- 
mented when foe king is there. 

A surgeon told AFP that the most likely 
"minor complication" following the 
removal of a gall bladder was a slight 
infection, which happens in about five per 
cent of cases. 

This could be cleared up in about four to 
five days using antibiotics. 

A fluid build-up was rarer and (he pro- 
cedure would vary from drug treatment to 
surgical intervention depending on foe 
severity of the build-up and whether or 
not it was infected, foe surgeon said. 

Recovery time in less serious cases 
would be between a week and 10 days, 
but might be much longer lor older or 
frailer patients with more serious cases, 
he said. 

King Fahd was discharged from hospi- 



King Fahd 

tal August 1 8 after undergoing two surci- 
cal procedures including the removal of 
his gall bladder. 

The king, who is in his late 70s, was 
originally hospitalised August 2 to hove 
pus removed from his abdomen under 
ocal anaesthetic following an inflamma- 
tion of the colon. A stone had already 
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The king was also hospitalised in March 

bladder. 

In 1995. King Fahd was hospitalised 
after suffering a stroke, from which it 
took him many months to recover 

The king, believed to have been hn™ in 
1921. has reigned for 16 MS 55 
country which is the world's largest 
petroleum producer and exporter ^ j 
holds a quarter of ns oil reserves 

The king is raed by the U S business 
magazine Forbes as one of the world's 
richest men. ona s 


Mike Wallace 
gets intimidated 

DULUTH (AP) — 
Newsman Mike Wallace 
has stared down worid 
leaders and warlords.- it 
took a 23-year-old baseball 
pitcher to intimidate hmi, 
Wallace was in town for a 
"60 Minutes” story about 
Ha Borders, the first 
woman to win a game in a 
men’s league professional 
game. In their initial 
encounter Friday, Bordets’ 
intense pre-game stare 
foe veteran reporter Ha^jr 
retreat. “She had her game 
face on. I saw her inyfoe- 
locker room and E 'diijn fo 
say anything to her.*Sai : 
looked at me like I wa||; 
bair in her soup," Wallace. 

Prince Charle^^ 
seeks treatment^ 
for memory loss^ 

LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
Charles, heir to foe British 
throne, has consulted a spe- 
cialist on memory loss 
because he now has trouble 
remembering foe names of 
people he meets on official 
engagements. The Sun 
newspaper reported 

Monday. “During bis offi- 
cial engagements, he is 
introduced to a wide range 
of people and he has. 
noticed that he later forges 
foeir names. All foe spe- 
cialist is doing is helping 
him remember those 
names " the paper said. 

Schroder 
replaces Smits 
in ‘NYPD Blue* 

NEW YORK (AP) - 
Readying for his new job 
on “NYPD Blue." former 
child star Rick Schroder 
learned from tomt? iteal'JEft 
Apple cops. Riding along 
with police, Schroder 
recently spent a day racing 
around New York, visiting 
the sites of two homicides, 
a suicide, foe city morgue 
and watching undercover 
“buy-and-bust" narcotics 
operations. “It was intense 
and extensive,” Schroder 
said in Sunday’s Daily 
News. “These guys do a 
hell of a job." Fans of the 
gritty TV crime drama 
weren't the only ones sur- 
prised by foe casting of 
Schroder, 28, to replace 
Jimmy Smits. 

Hitchcock stamp 
offered to 
the public 

HITCHCOCK (AP) - 
What’s in a name? A lot of 
work for the post office in 
tiny Hitchcock, which is 
getting hundreds ■ of 
requests from stamp col- 
lectors to hand-caned 
stamps and commemora- 
tive envelopes boaourfflg 
movie director Alfred 
Hitchcock. Postmaster 
Kathy Price hand-cam*!*' 
the Hitchcock posOgf 
stamps with a special ink 
stamp that prints oat foe 
movie director's famous 
profile and the woris 
“Suspense Staik* 

Hitchcock. S.D. 57348. 
August 4, 1998." Thaf.was 
foe first day that the LLS- 
Postal Service offered d* 
Hitchcock stamp to foe 
public. 

Jaws scare sees" - 
shark on menu . 

ATHENS (AFP) 

Greek town of Potidea cel- 
ebrated the capture of* 
four-metre long shark that 
had terrorised beacb-gtK^ 
by throwing a party Sunday 
With shark meat at foe, ®P 
of the menu. The sba$- 
which weighed 300 k3O". 
grammes, caused pa®* : 
Saturday after batting 1 * ! 
floating safety net off if* 
beach in north-easts® 
Greece where thousands o* 
people were bathing. Aft# 
a 24-hour shark 'tanft'WJJ 
fisherman finally 
wounded and captured^ 
shark Sunday and dragg® 3 - 
it onto the beach. •:% 
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\ UBYA WILL respond to 
I au L'S.-Bnn-h proposal 
Scomsh judge' to try i 
[Ayan suspects m the Ned 
bis for the I Q ss Par. -Am 
Set bombing over Looker! 
imbed. Libya’* offi 

MUnev.v agency saidTu 

to. 

Hr foreign affair ■. and j 
a ministers and their expt 

1 \«ty Iw-v studying 
swpt tent by the U.S. : 
ash scftemment* via 
5’ secretary -generaL” I 
fa? said, quoting an o 
^source. 

‘A detailed statement will 
jWecto 
on this Nubiec*L." JA? 

a 

k* League chief Esn 

r™ Tuesd 

a tiby a would accept i 

2 10 tvr ' Libyan si 

J®." 1 ** Lockerbie borr 
®10jer,as,,mfoeHagt 
^ whether Libia m 
Monday \ proms 
^Me?uid said: 'Thk 
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